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EVERYTHING I NEEDED TO KNOW I LEARNED AT OCC

January 17, 2010

Isaiah 61: 1-2 and I Corinthians 12: 1-11
RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS

· gives us an opportunity to think about our church life together

· why we came here, why we stay, how we grow

· some churches have lists of what they believe

· Apostles creed, Westminster Catechism, Luth. Catechism

WE DON’T HAVE MANY LISTS AROUND HERE

· maybe the few statements in our Covenant

· loving God, walk in God’s ways, study teachings of Jesus, work together and care for others

· that’s about as list-filled as we like to get in this church

· unless we talking about sign up sheets for Sunday School or coffee hour (THEN WE GET REAL SERIOUS ABOUT OUR LISTS)

WE GROW UP BEING TAUGHT CERTAIN LISTS THAT AREN’T TRUE

· you can’t go in the water for an hour after you eat

· that if you cross your eyes, they’ll get stuck in that position forever

· if you swallow your gum, it’ll stay in your stomach for 5 years

· there’s a certain Nigerian banker looking especially for you

· these are lists of lies

SOME LISTS HURT PEOPLE AND THEIRCHRISTIAN FAITH

· we’re told that everything happens for a reason

· faith can fix everything

· forgiveness means forgetting

· if you love God, all things will work out for you

· but our experience tells us differently – and now when people run into trouble, it is compounded with a crisis of faith

SOME LISTS ARE BETTER THAN OTHERS

· most theological lists tend to be exclusionary, separating people into opposing camps of spiritual belief

· things like differing perspectives on salvation, the Trinity, communion, church hierarchy, and baptism

· some people liken these to arguing how many angels can dance on the head of a pin

· to be honest about it = it’s all a little too much for my little brain

· I like the simple lists, such as Robert Fulgham’s

READ LIST FROM “ALL I REALLY NEED…”
Share everything.
Play fair.
Don't hit people.
Put things back where you found them.
Clean up your own mess.
Don't take things that aren't yours.
Say you're sorry when you hurt somebody.
Wash your hands before you eat.
Flush.
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you.
Live a balanced life -
Learn some and think some
And draw and paint and sing and dance
And play and work everyday some.
Take a nap every afternoon.
When you go out into the world,
Watch out for traffic,
Hold hands and stick together.
Be aware of wonder.
· this type of list is helpful to me because it’s so basic

· it’s about the kinds of things that make life worth living

· You’ll notice that Fulgham also doesn’t sugar-coat things.  

· He simply says:

· Flush (not how do you feel about flushing)

· Play fair, don’t hit people, clean up your own mess

· We need straight talk more than ever now, don’t we?

· We need a baseline, something to hold to when things get fuzzy

THAT’S WHY I’VE PUT TOGETHER MY OWN LIST

· a list of “Everything I Needed to Know, I Learned at OCC”

· it’s not a complete list; you can add your own (I hope you will)
1)  I believe God is in us, around us, in front, behind, above, and beneath us.


There is nothing that can separate us from the love of God

I believe that God is in the good and bad of life.



- God leads, celebrates, mourns, and weeps with us.



- Bad things will happen eventually, it’s best to hold hands.



- because our faith is never beyond a shadow of a doubt

2)  I believe we are best when we are generous with our time, talent, and 


money.


- there’s just something that happens when we become givers


- we function best when we allow God’s love to flow through us

3)  I believe brothers and sisters should be kind to each other.

-  we live and grow best in a community.


-  people who are thorns in our side are opportunities to grow.


4)  No matter how good our fellow church members are, they're going to 


hurt us every once in a while, and we must forgive them for that. 
 
5)  No one bats a thousand and none of us have perfect 20-20 vision

· I believe two faithful people can look at the exact same issue, and see something totally different. 


- how we handle benevolence


- how we incorporate our child safety policy and procedures

6) Our church is always changing and it is best to adapt.

4)  There are 5 points to a compass=North, South, East, West, where you are



- we value what you think

5)  I believe that faith has its rewards but it sometimes comes at a cost.



- you get what you pay for

6)  A little match can light a big fire.


- to burn down and destroy or to warm up and bring comfort


- which one do you want to be?

7)  I believe that fourteen are better than twelve.


- Fall and Spring clean up days are more fun with greater numbers


- But if the numbers aren’t there, we’ll do the work regardless

8)  Christianity is best caught not taught.


-it’s one thing to talk about our faith; it’s another to show it.

9)  Don’t be afraid to cry – you’re among friends.


- My first sermon and I looked out and one of the most unexpected 



persons had tears in his eyes.  That made an impression on me.

· And I knew I was home.  

10)  It’s always been about the love.  Always will be.
Most of these things, you’ll notice, are best done together.

But the good news is that we don’t have to have expertise in all of them.

I Corinthians 12: 1-11


There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;


There are varieties of service, but the same Lord;


There are varieties of working, but it is the same God who inspires

 them all in every one.

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.



-  we don’t have to have expertise in all of the gifts

30 DAY BUY-OUT CLAUSE FOR NEW MEMBERS


- they can opt out if they like within the first month


- but if they decide to stay, I am sure they will find that:

-  they are part of a very unique group of people

-  led by the Spirit of God

- calling each one of us to serve in the place where we are best


equipped and find our passion

And we will discover together, that the Spirit of the Lord is upon us and he has anointed us


-  to bring good tidings to the afflicted,



-  to bind up the brokenhearted,



-  to proclaim liberty to the captives,



-  And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;



-  To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,



-  And the day of vengeance of our God



-  To comfort all who mourn.

Now that’s a list you can believe in!

EVERYTHING WE NEEDED TO KNOW WE CAN LEARN AT OCC!
