
  

                                                                
                                            

April Events 
 

Lenten  
Lessons & Carols  
April 2 @ 10:00 

 

 
 

(No 8:30 Service) 

 
 

Lenten Series 
March 12 – April 9 
Sundays @ 5:00 

 
 

 

Annual Dinner/Meeting 
Tuesday, April 18 

6:00 – 8:30 

 
 

North Shore 
Congregational & OCC 

Youth Singers 
Sunday, April 23 

10:00 

 

 “Fearless Conversation” 
 

We’ve been having a good time on Sunday evenings with 
our “Get Real” series.  It’s been a great blessing to work 
with Rob Fredrickson and Michael Wininsky and the 
wonderful group of folks who have been showing up for 
these “alternative” Lenten worship/learning experiences.  
We’ve been using as a catalyst a book by Thom and Joani 
Schultz with the subtitle: “How 4 Acts of Love will make your 

church (or your life) irresistible.”  The 4 Acts of Love are: 
 

Radical Hospitality   Fearless Conversation   Genuine Humility   Divine Anticipation 
  

 A couple of weeks ago, our focus was on “Fearless Conversation.”  
Fearless conversations include (but are not limited to) the following: 
 

 - Seeking to understand - Listening, really listening before speaking 
 - Asking great questions - Asking “Wondering questions” 
 - Allowing others to talk – even in a sermon or Bible study  
 - Offering nonjudgmental responses  
 - Trusting the Holy Spirit and believing God is on our side 
 

 We spent some time discussing some of the questions Jesus asked. (the 
Gospel records well over 100 questions that Jesus asked – usually in one on one 
encounters)  One of the “exercises” we enjoyed in our small groups was to come 
up with questions that could open doors to deeper conversations with others.  
These are a few examples of the “great questions” that folks came up with: 

• What are 3 of your favorite things about yourself? 
• What makes you a good friend? 
• What is an accomplishment in your life that you are proud of?   
• What are some items on your “bucket list” and why are those there? 
• What are some things that concern you? 
• Who’s someone you admire and why? 
• What’s one of your earliest memories? 
• Who’s one person that’s had a big influence on                                  

you spiritually and how did that come about?                 
You get the idea! 
 Fearless conversation helps to get us beyond the superficial and shallow 
conversations that we often “settle” for.  Fearless conversation is open to 
discussing freely any topic with any person.  Fearless conversation can move us 
(and others) out of our comfort zones – it’s not always easy. 
 As we move through our days, we encounter people who are fairly open 
and people who are less open.  Not everyone is willing to engage in fearless 
(meaningful) conversations and we all need to be sensitive to where others are.  
But from time to time we encounter a God moment where the timing, the setting, 
the person is ready and willing to go deeper.  These are the occasions when God 
can use us to help make a difference in someone’s life.  Carpe diem! 

I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Joel  



 

 

March Madness 
 

If you think March Madness is just about exciting 
basketball, I think you might be missing something.  Sure, 
the basketball is great.  The best Division One teams in the 
country playing against teams they may never have played 
before or whom they only play in the NCAA Tournament, 
makes for intriguing matchups.  I personally enjoy seeing 
underdogs upset favorites and anyone who beats Duke or 
Kentucky, teams that have more McDonald All-Americans 
playing for them in any given year than my alma mater, 
University of Wisconsin, has had in its history.  For those of 
you asking what is a McDonald’s All-American, it is one of 
the top 25 graduating high school basketball players in the 
country.  By the way UW has had two in their history.  Yet I 
love how UW competes year in and year out.  Over the last 
4 years they have won more NCAA Tournament games than 
any other team!  How do they do it, you ask?  Well they 
recruit mostly hard-working Midwestern kids, who not only 
want to play basketball, but who also want to get an 
education from a top-tier school.  They commit to sticking 
around for 4 and sometimes 5 years and working hard.  
They learn that when you are unselfish and play as a team, 
the results obtained are greater than the sum total of the 
individuals.  
 

I also enjoy watching how players and coaches respond to 
adversity.   The Wisconsin coach, Greg Gard, when asked 
what he thought about the high seed his team received (8), 
he remarked that his team still had to win 6 games, no 
matter what their seed was.  His players reflected this same 
attitude.  He is also a great study during the game.  He is 
very controlled and keeps his head in even the most tense 
and emotional moments.  He doesn’t bait the referees and I 
can’t recall him ever getting called for a technical.  He 
instills in his players, an attitude best summed up by 
Lawrence “Yogi” Berra: “It ain’t over ‘til it’s over.”   No 
doubt this never-give-up and never-panic attitude is why 
Wisconsin has the reputation for being a come-from-behind 
team and the winner of eight consecutive overtime games. 
 

Jay Wright, the coach of the Villanova team which was the 
number one overall seed and which Wisconsin upset in the 
round of 32, was interviewed after his team’s disappointing 
loss.  His response was one of class.  He didn’t complain 
about calls, but, instead said how proud he was of his 
players and praised Wisconsin for the great game they 
played and for being the good team that they are.  
Similarly, when Gonzaga squeaked by West Virginia, Mark 
Few, Gonzaga’s coach, sought out and consoled, West 
Virginia’s star guard, Jevon 
Carter, who missed two 3-
pointers at the end of the 
game.  Again, emphasizing 
that it is not all just about 
winning or playing the game. 
 

Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 
 

What’s New in Joyous Journey? 
 

 
Thanks to our Joyous Journey kids, David, Leona, 
and high school youth for their work with Project 
Linus! All had a great time and after making 
blankets enjoyed watching FernGully! 

 

 

A star toss, a 
mystery book, and a 
wild umbrella spin? 
Must be the Bible 
Olympics! 
 

The Olympics were once again a big hit with the 
kids. The kids reviewed what they had learned 
about Noah, Abraham, Christmas, and Jesus’ 
parables. Congratulations to all of our 
participants…David said they were all 
champions! 
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
Calling all kids in nursery through 5th grade!  

Don’t miss our Easter Egg Hunt on 

Palm Sunday, April 9! Weather 

permitting, we may 

discover that the eggs 

have been hidden 

OUTSIDE this year! 

 

 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

April 9 – April 16 

 
Palm Sunday, 2 Services – 8:30 & 10:00 

Maundy Thursday Service - 7:00  
Good Friday Service - 12:00 Noon  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Easter Celebration Services  

8:30 & 10:00 
 

 



 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP OUTING 

Thursday, April 20 

Destination – 

 Milwaukee Art Museum 
Please join us to view a new and unique exhibit at the Art 
Museum, “Milwaukee Collects”  as our Women’s 
Fellowship members join together on Thursday, April 20th. 
The items featured are called a “Cultural Footprint here in 
Milwaukee”.   We will meet at Bed, Bath and Beyond at 
9:15 AM and arrive at the museum at 10:00 AM.  A docent 
will take us on a one hour tour, and following that we will 
have about 45 minutes on our own.  At 11:45 AM we will 
head back to Mequon where we have made a 12:30 PM 
reservation at Zarletti’s restaurant.  The individual cost at 
the Art Museum depends on the number of people in our 
group: $15.00 for a group of 15 or more; $17.00 if less 
than 15.  Please indicate by signing the sheet in Fellowship 
Hall whether you plan to attend the museum and 
restaurant, are carpooling, or plan just to join us for lunch. 
 

 
 

 
The OCC Choir will present its annual 

Lenten service of  
LESSONS AND CAROLS  

Sunday, April 2nd  
at the 10:00 AM service. 

Mary Campbell and Bob Smith will read 
scriptures from a script prepared by Mary 
Scheffel telling of Jesus Christ’s life as he 
begins His journey to spread the gospel 
to all nations, finds his 12 disciples and 
struggles with the knowledge of his 

coming death on the cross.  Each reading will be followed 
by an anthem telling the story in music. Once again, the 
choir will be accompanied by an orchestra consisting of 
Milwaukee Symphony players.  We look forward to 
presenting this service to the congregation and hope that 
you will attend. 
 

You still have time to order 

Flowers for Easter! 
If you would like to help defray the cost of 
our flower decorations for Easter, please 
sign the sheet in Fellowship Hall and 
include your dedication (in memory of/in 
honor of).  Please leave your $15 check in 
the attached envelope.   

 
 

Board of Membership: 
Our final event of this fiscal year 
was the Pot Luck Dinner held on 
Thursday, March 23rd in 
Fellowship Hall. Thirty-four 
people attended this March 
Madness-themed event, including 
several neighborhood guests.  A 
great time was had by all.  

As outgoing chair, I would like to thank the members 
of this Board for contributing to the success of the 
many events we hosted over the past year. It has 
been a pleasure serving with you. And I wish to 
extend my congratulations to Barb Dedrick, chair-
elect for the coming term.  
 

Mary Campbell 
Chair, Bd. of Membership 
 

 

 

    

 

Ad Hoc Marketing Committee 

      Update: 
Press releases were submitted to local 
newspapers in Ozaukee County promoting OCC's 
Sunday evening Lenten Lecture Series entitled 
“Get Real” as well as the Lessons and Carols  
service being presented by the OCC choir and 
MSO members at the April 2nd Sunday service. 
Members are encouraged to invite guests to 
attend these events.  

 

Letters of invitation to the Pot Luck Dinner on  
March 23rd were mailed to 60 of our church  
neighbors. Several guests were in attendance.  

 

Photos and information regarding OCC member 
events continue to be displayed on our website, 
Facebook, and Twitter accounts. Visit 
occhurch.org to check them out.  

 

Thanks to the efforts of Peggy Tracy and Dick  
Dieffenbach, new OCC road signage is being 
pursued for placement on the property located 
at the Northeast corner of Port Washington and 
Lakefield roads to increase visibility of OCC to 
passing motorists. Also, the church council has 
approved updating the sign located at the front 
of the church as well as purchase of new  
welcome mats at each entrance into the church 
and Fellowship Hall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OCC ANNUAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING/DINNER 

TUESDAY, APRIL 

18,2017 

6:00-8:30 P.M. 

 

THE MILWAUKEE CURLING CLUB  
(also known as The Columbia St. Mary’s Center) – 

(W67 W890 Washington Avenue –  
north end of the Ozaukee County Fairgrounds – 

look for directional signs and balloons) 
 

Members of OCC are encouraged to attend the 
upcoming annual congregational meeting and dinner on 
Tuesday, April 18.  At this meeting, our congregation will 
vote on a slate of church officers and committee members 
for the 2017-2018 year, as well as proposed amendments 
and temporary amendments to the Constitution.  It is also a 
great opportunity to learn what is happening at OCC and to 
meet our church leaders. 

The meeting/dinner is again being held at the 
Milwaukee Curling Club on the Ozaukee County Fairgrounds 
in Cedarburg.  A cash bar (beer and wine) will open at 6:00 
p.m., followed at 6:30 by a delicious buffet dinner catered 
by Out ‘n Out.  The congregational meeting will begin at 
7:30. Church members are welcome to attend the 7:30 
meeting even if they do not attend the dinner. 

Cost for the dinner is $15.00/person.  Only prepaid 
reservations can be accepted.  A sign-up sheet, with an 
envelope for payment, is in Fellowship Hall.  You can also 
mail your reservation and check to the church office. 

Questions?  Call Sue Ann Walczak at 262-442-8365, 
or talk to any of the deacons:  Beulah Erikson, Jean Cline, 
Patti Desrosier, Barb Glass, Kathy LaBarre, Stacey Murray, 
Sharon Neese, Carol Larsen. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
        

Ozaukee Congregational Church 
February 2017 YTD Financial Summary for OCC 

operating Account 
        
   Actual    Actual 
   2 Months Budget   2016 
Receipts - Pledges  $36,887     $40,967   $35,884  
Prepaid 2017 pledges      
   received in December 45,203   45,203    48,410  
     Total Cash Received 82,090   86,170    84,294  
Disbursements  (44,201)  (51,843)   (35,024) 
   $37,889   $34,327    $49,270  
Net Positive Variance 2017  $3,562      
        
(1)  Need to identify new OCC members - Bring a guest to a 
service 
(2)  Looking for your suggestions for non-pledge revenue 
        

Questions, please contact:      

Dick Dieffenbach, Treasurer      

 

  
The Nominating Committee 
proposes the following changes 
to the OCC Constitution, to be 
voted upon at the April 18 
Annual Meeting of the 
congregation: 
 

"ARTICLE IV – ORGANIZATION 
 
C1. The Board of Deacons consists of a minimum  
 of six members. . .  
C7. The Board of Membership and Events consists  
 of a minimum of six members. . . " 
 
These two changes are intended to set a baseline of six 
members per Board, while allowing for more than six Board 
members when the need arises without needing to change 
the Constitution. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

In addition to the normal business conducted at the Annual 
Meeting, and the above proposed amendments, the Church 
Council is proposing the following two temporary 
amendments to the Constitution: 
 
Amendment #1:  "Article IV, section A, subsection 1, 
paragraph E is suspended until the 2018 nominating cycle." 
The intention of this amendment is to enable our current 
moderator Dan Dedrick to be nominated to serve for a 3rd 
year.  Given the significant transition that our church is 
undergoing as we search for our next senior minister, the 
Nominating Committee has recommended to the Church 
Council that we nominate Dan to serve for a 3rd year.  The 
Council has accepted this recommendation and therefore is 
proposing the above amendment to facilitate this, pending 
approval by the Congregation at the Annual Meeting. This 
amendment will expire and be removed from the 
Constitution after the 2017 nominating cycle.  
 
 
 
Amendment #2: "The second sentence in Article IV, 
section C is suspended with respect to the Board of 
Christian Education only, until the 2018 nominating cycle." 
The intention of this amendment is to enable Leona 
Knobloch-Nelson, who is completing a three-year team on 
the Board of Christian Education, to be nominated to serve 
one additional year.  As our church faces the challenges of 
declining enrollment in our children and youth programs, 
the Nominating Committee is recommending that Leona 
continue on the Board of Christian Education for one more 
year.  The Council has accepted this recommendation and is 
proposing the above amendment to facilitate this, pending 
approval by the Congregation at the Annual Meeting. This 
amendment will expire and be removed from the 
Constitution after the 2017 nominating cycle.  
 
 
 
  



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

MP3 (Praise • Prayer • Proclamation) 
April 2: 10a downstairs with Joyous Journey 
April 9: 10a in Fellowship Hall (Egg Hunt!) 
April 16: No MP3 (Easter) 
April 23: No MP3 (We’re singing in church!) 
April 30: No MP3 (We’re singing at North Shore!) 
 
BOOK SORTING AT NEXT DOOR 

Monday, April 3 

Text Rob at 414-688-8991 to reserve your spot! As 
always, he can pick up kids at CHS/CPAC at 2:45. 
We’ll be on-site at Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a 
Kopp’s stop for dinner, he’ll get kids home ~7:00. 
 
ROB @ THE ROASTERY 

Looking to catch Rob—to get a form signed, ask a 
question, sign up for an activity, or just chat? He’s at 
the Cedarburg Coffee Roastery on Wednesdays after 
school, 3-4:30. 
 
PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 

Snax, devotions, games, & discussions  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7-8:30 in Fellowship Hall  
  • April 5 & 19 • May 10 & 24 
 
WCA SPRING YOUTH RETREAT 

Fri.-Sat., April 28-29 at North Shore 

It’s the last WCA youth event until camp, so don’t miss 
it! Sign-up details should be available any day now. 
Watch your email, or check the “WCA Youth” 
Facebook page or Twitter feed. 
 
HOSANNA MISSION TRIP MEETING 

Sunday, May 21, 11:15 in the sanctuary 

Whether you’re a Hosanna “veteran” or “rookie,” West 
Virginia will be a new adventure. Both trip participants 
and parents will need to know some new information 
and follow some new instructions. So, this meeting is 
crucial. Please be sure to attend. 
 

 
 

WCA CAMP, 2017: “ONE LOVE” 

Sunday-Saturday, July 9-15 

All the details, information, and forms are available 
now on the newly-redesigned wiscongregational.net. 
For the first time ever, you can register and pay 
entirely online. To save $100, register by May 1. 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

40 DAYS • 40 ITEMS 

Special challenge: For each day of Lent, set aside one item 
that you no longer need. Bag or box up those items and 
bring them to Fellowship Hall by April 23. The Benevolence 
Board, with some help from the PF youth group, will sort 
the items and distribute them to local organizations in need. 
Please, no trash or junk. A few suggestions: clothing, 
books, DVDs, CDs, journals, sporting goods, toiletries. 
 

EASTER OFFERING 

MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary 

The 53206 zip code is the poorest in the entire state. In 
December, the MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary 
(MBHS) acquired a five-story warehouse at 24th & Center—
within this most troubled zip code—at a cost of $175,000. 
“Doorway Ministry,” including distribution of needed 
clothing and groceries, will soon begin while interior 
construction is underway. The first phase will be 
transforming the first floor into a daytime shelter and multi-
resource center. It will fortify Milwaukee’s overall safety net, 
with particular impact at the epicenter of the city’s 
homelessness and poverty. Our Easter Offering will help 
cover the costs of this first phase, which are projected to be 
$400,000. Thank you, in advance, for generously giving to 
this exciting initiative!  
 

HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY: APRIL 15 

The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. This is the day before Easter, and it’s spring break 
for many schools. So, we’re a little thin on volunteers. If 
you can help, please contact Rob ASAP.  
 

FAMILY SHARING: APRIL 24 

We start gathering at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 5:30, 
we’ve been given our instructions, and we’re diving into 
work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

FAMILY LEARNING DAY AT NEXT DOOR 

Tuesday, May 2, 2:30-5:30 

We’re looking for 10-15 volunteers to help staff this fun 
after-school event for young children. No experience or 
special skills necessary! Contact Rob to sign up.  
 

GREEN EGGS & HAM BRUNCHEON 

Sunday, May 7, 11:00 
Bring an appetizer or finger-food to share, or just come and 
sample from the mouth-watering array. No admission fee; 
all free-will offerings will benefit Next Door! If you’ll bring 
something to share, please put your name on the sign-up 
sheet in Fellowship Hall.  
 

MEXICO MISSION TRIP 

This coming Christmas break! 

Money for airfare will be due early this summer, so the time 
to consider this opportunity is now. High school and college 
students, and able-bodied adults, are encouraged to pursue 
this adventure. Interested? Talk to Rob! 


