
  

                                                                
                                            

August Events 
 

Chinooks  
Baseball Game 
@ Kapco Park 

Wednesday, August 9 
6:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

August 6  Cathy Pabst 
                Soprano 
 

August 13 Jessi Kolberg  
                Soprano 
 

August 20 OCC Choir 
Ensemble 

 

August 27 Mary Campbell  
                 and Mary  
                 Scheffel  
                 Duet 

 

“To Comfort and Challenge” 
 

When we experience pain, whether it’s 
physical or spiritual or emotional, it is a 
signal to us that something needs to 
change.  Sometimes we ignore the pain and 
hope it will go away; sometimes we take 
immediate action in order to address the 
pain in some fashion; and sometimes we 
simply put up with it and learn to live with it 

because there seems to be no clear cut remedy for the pain. 
 And when we are in pain, one of the things we often seek is some 
sort of comfort – a way to at least temporarily ease the pain – even if we 
don’t necessarily address the issues that are causing the pain. 
 Any of us that have ever embarked on some sort of self-
improvement regimen have probably uttered or heard the phrase “no pain 
– no gain.”  Whether we’re dieting, exercising, trying to learn a new skill, 
finding a new place to live, or making a career move – plus a plethora of 
other situations - pain will be involved. 
 So all of us need people around us who can both comfort us in our 
pain and also challenge us to move forward, push through, grow; and 
most probably not too many people will incarnate both of those 
characteristics at the same time.  That would be a rare personality.  So we 
need to make certain that we have both kinds of friends in our lives.  If all 
we receive is comfort, we feel better, but we probably won’t grow too 
much.  And if all we receive is challenges, we may begin to feel 
inadequate and inept, especially if we can’t live up to the challenges.  So 
we need to find a balance for ourselves of comfort and challenge. 
 In the gospels, it seems Jesus did a fair degree of both comforting 
people as well as challenging people – depending on the person (people) 
and the circumstances.  And I believe He still does that with us. 
 Sometimes we need to figure out ways to comfort ourselves and 
challenge ourselves.  There may not always be people around for us to 
rely on to comfort and challenge. 
 As your Intentional Interim Minister, I 
have been trying to do some of both – 
comforting you in this time of transition and 
challenging you to be clear about who you 
want to become and where you want to go as 
a congregation.  I’m no expert, but by God’s 
grace, I think we are learning together. 
  
I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday.  
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Joel      



 

 
 

Let’s Get the Word Out 
 

We are blessed to have a loving and loyal 
congregation that I believe is truly unique among 
mainstream Christianity.  What is unique is that 
many of us were not raised as 
Congregationalists.  I know that we have 
converted Lutherans, Catholics, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians and Baptists among 
us.  I’m sure there are even a few more Christian 
faiths in our collective backgrounds.   This is 
telling, because it indicates that we have all 
consciously made up our minds to join.  We are 
not blindly following in the footsteps of our 
parents as I believe often happens in many 
churches where the majority of members are 
“cradle to grave”.  I do not want to paint this in 
a negative light, because it should not be 
construed that way.  If people find meaning and 
purpose in following in the ways of their 
ancestors, that is wonderful.  However, this is 
certainly not the case at OCC and that is one of 
the ways we are unique.  
 
What is it that compels you to be part of OCC?  
Fellowship, benevolence, outreach, music, youth 
program, sermons, the Congregational “way”, 
the intimacy of a small church or something 
else?  Or all of the above?  I challenge you to 
reflect on why you belong, because that is why 
we have a church.  It is also the reason we all 
share the responsibility of sharing our story with 
others. 
 
At the Church Council level, membership and the 
need to make sure we continually reach out to 
those in our community searching for a place of 
worship, has been a topic of continual 
discussion.  If you have ideas we look forward to 
hearing from you.  In the meantime, word of 
mouth communication with friends and 
neighbors, telling them why you have chosen 
membership in OCC, is a great way to get the 
word out! 
 
Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 
 
 

 
 

  

 
Joyous Journey 

Fruit of the Spirit: Faithfulness 
 

This month in Joyous Journey we are continuing 
our exploration of the Fruit of the Spirit. After 
discovering the heart of love inside of a 
strawberry, we moved on to oranges. 

 

What’s inside an orange? Orange slices? How do 
you know? How do you know for certain? 
 

Even though we have all peeled many, many 
oranges and have always found orange slices 
inside, we can’t know for certain that any 
particular orange also contains slices. But we 
have faith that it will…. 
 

After all, Faith is being sure of what you hope 
for and certain of what you do not see. 
(Hebrews 11:1) 
 

Next, it was patience. And tomatoes!    
 

What do tomatoes have to do with patience? Ask 
any child who attends Joyous Journey and 
planted a tiny tomato seed and must now care 
for it and wait patiently for it to sprout, and 
then even more patiently for it to produce a 
tomato! 
         
 
 
 
 
 The farmer waits for the precious crop from 
the earth, being patient with it until it receives 
the early and the late rains. You also must be 
patient.                       James 5:7-8 
 
Next up: Self-control and lemons! Stayed 
tuned…and join us! 

 
 



 

Membership and 

Events, in conjunction with Thrivent 

Financial, is organizing an outing to 

the August 9th Chinooks game.   
The first 25 OCC members who 
sign up will receive $12 tickets 
free of charge.  In addition, 
Thrivent will be donating $5 
for each of the tickets used to 
charity.  Our own John Murray 
has recently joined Thrivent 
Financial and is helping 

organize this event.  There is a sign-up  
sheet in Fellowship Hall for those  
interested in attending the game.  

Any questions regarding the outing  
can be directed to Barb Dedrick. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 Dear Friends, 
 

It is with mixed emotions that I write to  
say that I am retiring from my volunteer 
position as OCC’s Parish Nurse. 
 

 It has been an honor and a privilege to  
 serve this congregation over the past  
 five years, and I will very much miss  
 being your parish nurse. However, at the 
 age of 65, I find that my energy, memory 
 and spirits have waned to the point  
 where I  can no longer meet all my  
 responsibilities. 
 

 And so, after several months of prayer  
 and reflection, I have decided to retire  
 from parish nursing in order to focus on  
 my own health, our first grandchild, and  
 my aging parents.  
 

 I am taking some time away from church 
 over the summer.  I look forward to  
 seeing everyone in worship in the fall. 
 
 Blessings, 
 Roxann Hamblin 

 
 

 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 … 
THERE’S GOING TO BE A 

PICNIC! 
 

FUN – FOOD – FELLOWSHIP 
 

 
 

Annual OCC Picnic  
Sunday, September 17 
Immediately Following 

Church Service 
 

Bring Your Family ---- 
Bring Your Friends 

 
 

    ENJOY … 
 

• Grilled Hot Dogs and Brats 

 

•  Out & Out’s Renowned BBQ Pulled Pork 
 

AS WELL AS … 
 

• Favorite Side Dishes and Desserts  

          from our Very Own Congregation!! 
 

• Games for the Children 
 

• Music 
 

Sign up in Fellowship Hall … 
please indicate how many will be coming and 
if you will be bringing a side dish or dessert. 

 

Everyone Welcome!!! 
 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
 

Ozaukee Congregational Church 
June 2017 YTD Financial Summary  

for OCC operating Account 
                                   
                          6 Months 2017                           Actual 
     Actual  Budget    2016 
Receipts - Pledges          $164,665    $156,500    $152,948  
Plate Collections     6,450        12,900     9,771  
   Total Cash Received  171,115     169,400   162,719  
Disbursements           (147,688)   (157,322)  (124,055)
            $23,427    $12.078    $38,664  
 

Net Positive Variance YTD 2017    $11,349  
     
Watch for news of our Capital Campaign 
Consider a bequest to OCC in your estate planning. 
        
Questions, please contact:      
Dick Dieffenbach, Treasurer  



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

“IRREGULAR” SUMMER WEDNESDAYS 

In the summer months, no two Wednesdays are quite 
alike! Here’s the August line-up: 
 2nd � Lunch w/Joel at Wayne’s, 11:30-12:30 
 9th � Chinooks game, 6:35  
 16th � Mini-golf at Paradise in West Bend, 3-4:30 
 23rd � Campfire at OCC, 8-9 
 30th � Lunch at Out & Out, 11:30-12:30 

Please note: Rob will be on vacation  
July 31 –    August 13. 

 
OCC SHINES AT WCA CAMP 

Wisconsin Congregational Association Camp took place 
at Mt. Morris, July 9-15. OCC kids made up about a 
third of the total campers, and about a third of the 
staff as well.  

Special thanks to Camp Administrator Emily 
Campbell, Senior High Camp Director Jeni Branum, 
and Mini-Kamp Co-Director Maddie Makinster. 
Other OCC folks on this year’s camp staff included 
Senior High Counselors Rob Fredrickson, Sara 
Penno, and Kev Scherer; Junior High Counselor Bo 
Wilkinson; and veteran Kitchen Crew Member Patti 
Desrosier.  

Also, this year brought to a close the long and storied 
“camper careers” of a dozen graduated twelfth 
graders, including six from OCC: Sarah Decker, Bo 
Makinster, Dylan Mentzer, Willie Moran, Tommy 
Penno, and Jimmy Radtke. They will be dearly 
missed, and we wish them many blessings as they 
embark on their college careers.  
 
SEEKING COLLEGE ADDRESSES 

If someone you love will be in college this fall, please 
share the student’s mailing address with the OCC 
office. Whether a freshman or grad student or 
anywhere in between, and whether the address will 
be the same as this past year or different, please let 
us know. Email the student’s name and mailing 
address to office@occhurch.org or call 262-377-
3938. We hope to keep in touch with our collegians, 
providing encouragement and support during the 
academic year.  
 
WHEN DOES IT START??? 

• First PF meeting of the year:   
  Wednesday, September 6, 7-8:30. 
• First MP3 meeting of the year:  
  Sunday, September 10, 10-11. 
• First Confirmation Class session of the year:  
  Sunday, September 17, 4:30-6. 
 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

READ WITH ME: TUES., AUG. 15 

We need to be at Next Door in Milwaukee shortly 
before 9:00, so the carpool will leave OCC at 8:20. 
We’ll finish at 11:00, and should be back at OCC about 
11:30. Only three spots remain available, so don’t 
delay!  
 
FAMILY SHARING: MON., AUG. 28 

We start gathering at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 
5:30, we’ve been given our instructions, and we’re 
diving into work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. 
Contact Rob to sign up for this next “fourth Monday.” 
 
HOPE HOUSE: 3rd SAT. AM 

The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. We sort, stack, stock, and serve as “personal 
shoppers” in the food pantry. For August 19, we have 
ten signed up, so we should be all set. But it’s not too 
early to sign up for September and beyond! 
 

BENEVOLENCE BOX: KIDS’ JACKETS, 

SWEATERS 

In August, please bring in new or gently used kids’ 
jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts, hoodies, etc. Many 
children lack warm “autumn wear,” and end up going 
to and from school very cold. Let’s remedy that 
situation for at least a few! 

The Benevolence Box is also the place to leave school 
supplies. When you see those great sales on 
notebooks, pens, pencils, pocket folders, crayons, 
etc., please buy a few items and bring them in. They’ll 
be distributed to Family Sharing and Next Door so that 
kids can begin the school year fully equipped for 
learning.  

Please also continue to bring in plastic Sendik’s bags, 
paper handle bags, and empty laundry jugs. These 
no-cost items are very valuable at Hope House and 
Family Sharing! 
 
100 HYGIENE KITS ASSEMBLED & 

SHIPPED! 

Many thanks to the 20-some who helped assemble 
World Vision hygiene kits for victims of famine in 
Somalia. Experts say the current famine in eastern 
Africa will likely end up being worse than the one that 
inspired the 1984 songs “We Are the World” and “Do 
They Know It’s Christmas.” Our hygiene kit assembly 
line was one small but meaningful way to contribute 
to the relief effort. Please pray for the over 20 million 
who are threatened by this horrible famine. 
 


