
 

                           
           

August Events 
 

Hosanna and Camp 
Sunday 

August 5 
9:30 

 

 
Gala in the Park 

Thursday, August 9 
6:30 

 

 
 

Joel’s Last Sunday 
Celebration 
August 26 

 

Thank You, Joel 

Hello and Goodbye 

 

There are many many ways in which all of 

life becomes a series of “hellos and goodbyes.”  

The first days of daycare or Kindergarten, a child is 
saying “hello” to a whole new world, while parents 

are learning to let go and say “goodbye.”  We leave 
the place we’ve grown up in and head out into the 

big, wide world – it’s another “goodbye” to the 

home we’ve known and “hello” to new experiences 
and adventures.  Your company is “downsizing” and 

after years of faithful service and hard work, you’re let go – “goodbye” to the 
known and the security that job provided and “hello” to an uncertain future.  Your 

spouse of 57 years is stricken with a debilitating disease and it’s “goodbye” to the 
life you were sharing together, and “hello” to caregiving, time in clinics and 

hospitals, maybe even assisted living or extended care. 

 It’s important, I think, to try and do both hellos and goodbyes as well as 
we can- although it’s not always easy and lots of factors come into play.  When 

guests come to our  homes, we all have little rituals or things we do to help 
welcome people and make them feel as comfortable as we can.  And in our 

culture, we have ways of greeting one another and parting from one another that 

also can become little rituals that we engage in. 
As we all anticipate a transition in the life of OCC, it is my hope and 

prayer that we can do it well.  You are saying “goodbye” to us and at the same 
time saying “hello” to your new pastor and his spouse and children.  Jan and I are 

saying “goodbye” to you and “hello” to a whole new life – retirement. 
For us, it’s a bittersweet transition.  On the one hand, we are excited (and 

somewhat apprehensive) to move into this new chapter.  On the other hand, we 

are sad to say goodbye to our OCC Family.  You really have been a huge blessing 
to us in the time we’ve been with you, and I know and believe you will also be a 

wonderful blessing to your new pastor and family. 
In the midst of transitions and hellos and goodbyes, there are two 

realities that strengthen and comfort us.  The first is that God walks with us.  For 

people of faith, that is at the core of who we are.  No matter what is happening in 
our lives, God is with us.  The second reality is also connected to our faith.  We 

will meet again.  It may not happen in this life (although, we hope to come and 
see  you on occasion) but our faith also points to the promise of “life on the other 

side.”  When we leave this earthy sphere, we enter into this mystery of life-
everlasting.  I’m not fully sure what that will be like, but I believe it is a gathering 

of all God’s people in a whole new way of being.  And so, in some way, some 

fashion, we will be reunited. 
In the meantime, even though we are 

apart from one another physically, we share a 
bond in the Spirit that can never be broken. 

I’ll look forward to seeing you in 

church on Sunday. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Joel



   
 

 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

I am writing this while listening to Johnny 
Padilla, Pete Billmann, and Dan Dance warm up 
for the Sunday service on the saxophone, guitar, 
and piano respectively.  It is a gray morning 
outside, but inside our church there is palpable 
excitement, anticipation, hope, and optimism. 
This newsletter will reach most of our 
membership prior to the weekend we welcome 
Jeff and Chandra Larson to get to know us (and 
vice versa!); I hope all of you will seize one or 
more of the opportunities over the weekend of 
July 27-29 to spend some time with them, and 
that you will attend the July 29th Congregational 
Meeting where we will vote on calling Jeff as our 
next senior minister.  
 

I am excited for our next chapter as a church 
community, and hope you are too. God has 
blessed OCC with some wonderful ministers over 
the years, and our pastoral search committee 
unanimously feels that He has brought us Jeff to 
continue that tradition.  
 

Faithfully, 
 
Rebekah  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 5 Megumi and Dietrich,  
 Trombone and French Horn 
 Dan Dance, Piano 
August 12 Mary Scheffel, Soloist 
 Tina Davis, Piano 
August 19 History of Hymns,  
 Choir & Dan Dance 
August 26 Ann Lobotzke, Harp 
 Dan Dance, Piano 
 

 
 

Calendar of Family Activities 

• AUGUST: Family Zoo 
Outing!! 

• SEPTEMBER: Church 
Picnic/Sunday School Kick-
off Game Day 

• OCTOBER/NOVEMBER: 
Autumn Fest Movie & Pizza 
Party 

• DECEMBER: Gingerbread House Craft Day, 
Christmas Joy activity, Movie & Pizza 
Party, Christmas Pageant 

• JANUARY: Ice Skating Party 
• FEBRUARY/MARCH: Project Linus 

Community Service Activity,     
Movie/Pizza Party 

• MARCH/APRIL: Easter Egg Hunt, 
• APRIL: Earth Day Environmental 

Awareness activity, Movie & Pizza Party 
• MAY: Youth Sunday 

 
Details will be announced! 

 

DON’T FORGET. . .SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL, 

for ages Kindergarten through 5th grade. 

For more information or to find out how to get 

involved contact Leona at:  

ChildrensMinistry.OCChurch@gmail.com 
 



Gala in the Park 
is an outdoor music 
event that will be 
held Thursday Aug. 
9th at Veteran’s 
Memorial  Park in 
Grafton along the 
Milwaukee River 
from 6:30 - 9:00  pm.  

This is a free concert.  Bring your own chairs and 
drinks and an appetizer or dessert to share.  
Bring your friends!   

                                        Membership & Events 
 
 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
Sign up for Electronic 

Pledge Deposit 
OCC now can accept 
contributions via Direct 
Debit Giving. For anyone 
who has a desire to give 
using an auto-withdrawal 

directly from their account, we can now set 
them up to do so.  Our Treasurer, Dick 
Dieffenbach, along with trustees will be 
attending a table in Fellowship Hall following the 
worship service to answer questions and get 
people signed up.  
     Did you know that you can support the 
church financially outside of the normal pledge 
and plate giving?  With a planned gift to the OCC 
Endowment Fund, your will, bequest, memorial, 
or living trust adds to the fund principal for long-
term financial appreciation.  It is a fantastic way 
to leave your legacy and provide long-lasting 
financial support.   
                                      The Board of Trustees 

 
UPDATED CHURCH 

DIRECTORY 
We are making final updates to 
our church directory in order to 
have one as complete as 
possible for our new pastor and 
his family.  Don't let there be an empty box next 
to your name!   
During August, you can either have a picture 
taken on your phone and sent to Kay in the 
church office or look for Mimi Mead after 
worship any Sunday and she'll be happy to take 
your picture and see that it gets in the directory. 
 

 

NACCC 

Annual 

Meeting 

and 

Conference 

June 2018: 

UNLEASHED! 

 

 
Greetings to you all, 
 

It was my pleasure to attend this year’s meeting and 
conference in San Diego as the delegate for Ozaukee 

Congregational Church.  The theme of the meeting was 

“UNLEASHED!” from Acts 1:8 (“… and you will be my 
witnesses”), and there was a joyful spirit of freedom in all 

the proceedings. I am happy to report that our National 
Association is healthy and well! 

This year’s business was conducted with fellowship and 
gladness. A budget with a small projected deficit was 

passed unanimously: it will be augmented with conservative 

payouts from the Congregational Investment Trust. Many of 
us remember that a low-cost loan 30 years ago from the 

NACCC was instrumental in the purchase of our current 
building, and it was good to see this continued financial 

health. 

The only other major business included new mission and 
vision statements, also unanimously approved. The new 

NACCC Mission Statement is: 
“To nurture fellowship among Congregational 

Christian Churches and support ministries of 

the local church in its community and to the 
world, all in the name of Christ” 

And the new NACCC Vision Statement is: 
“Vital and healthy Congregational churches, 

sharing the love of Jesus the Christ” 
Other highlights of the meeting included:  

• The Bible and Congregational lectures and a 

particularly helpful session on congregational 

revitalization, all of which may be seen on the 
NACCC website: www.naccc.org.  

• Adults and young people meeting together for a full 

afternoon of cutting shoe patterns out of old blue 
jeans to help prevent the debilitating effects of 

parasites in Ugandan children - nearly 300 pairs of 

shoe components were delivered to the Sole Hope 
Mission Project! (http://solehope.org)   

• And best of all, beginning each day’s meetings with 

enthusiastic hymn singing, capably and passionately 
led by members of the Samoan Congregational 

Churches in San Diego and Los Angeles.  
Again, it was my honor to represent OCC - please be in 

touch if you have any questions. In our own new season of 

hope, may we all be UNLEASHED! 
 

Sue LeFeber (slefeber@dbq.edu) 
 

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for those completing  
 grades 5-12 unless otherwise noted. 

 

Irregular Summer Wednesdays 
 

Summer brings all sorts of scheduling irregularities. 
Hence the name!  All activities are for kids 
completing grades 5-12 unless otherwise noted.  
 

 Aug. 1:   Mini-Golf at Paradise Golf & Recreation 
  in West Bend, 3 – approx. 4:30 
 

 Aug. 8:    Rob on vacation; no youth activity 
  

 Aug. 15: Rob on vacation; no youth activity 
  

 Aug. 22: Movie Matinee in the Youth Room: 
  “Pay It Forward,” 3-5pm (w/popcorn!) 
  

 Aug. 29: Lunch at Wayne’s Drive-In, 11:30 
 

Our “regular” school-year activities begin right 
away in September with Pilgrim Fellowship (“PF”) 
on Wednesday, September 5, 7-8:30 and MP3 on 
Sunday, September 9, 10-11. Both of those 
groups are for grades 6-12, and both will take 
place in the Youth Room downstairs.  

 

WCA Camp: Congrats & Thanks! 
 

Seventeen kids from OCC participated in this year’s 
WCA Camp, and ten OCC adults served on the camp 
staff. It was a great week, and there are plenty of 
congratulations and thanks to go around! 
 

               Congratulations to... 
 

...OCC's own Julia Peksa who was elected by her 
peers to the Senior High Representative position on 
the WCA's Youth & Camp Committee! 
 

...our own Maddie Makinster, 
who admirably and expertly served 
her first-ever year in a directorial 
capacity, directing Mini-Kamp! 
 

               Many thanks to... 
 

...the OCC folks who served on this 
year's camp kitchen crew: Patti 
Desrosier, Karen Gventer, and 
Sue Peksa. 
 

...to the OCC'ers who served as counselors and 
directors this year: Rob Fredrickson, Bo 
Makinster, Maddie Makinster, Becca Penno, 
Tom Penno, Bo Wilkinson, & Dibet Wilkinson. 
 

...to our own Bo Wilkinson, who (as of the close of 
camp on July 14), began his term as the new 
Chairperson of the WCA's Youth & Camp Committee!  
 
 

utreach pportunities 
 

Questions? Want to sign up to serve?  
Contact Rob: rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

“Pennies for Portal” home stretch 

The two large water bottles are in Fellowship Hall—
one marked for the guys’ team; the other for the 
ladies’ team. Anyone can put in any U.S. currency into 
either bottle.  

� Coins count as positive points;  
 one cent = one point.  

� Bills count as negative points;  
 one dollar = -100 points.  

At the end of August, the final tally will be taken. The 
losing team (guys or ladies) will be in charge of 
hosting a special coffee hour, with the winning team 
not lifting a finger! And ALL the money from both 
bottles will then go to Portal, Inc.—an amazing 
organization helping people with special needs in our 
area. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

August Volunteer Opportunities 

Hope House food pantry 
Saturday morning, August 18, 9:20-12:40 

Family Sharing pantry and resale shop 
Monday evening, August 27, 5:15-7:00 

Please contact Rob well in advance to reserve a spot 
on either or both of these teams. And, by the way, it’s 
not too early to sign up for a “third Saturday morning” 
or “fourth Monday evening” in September or beyond!  
 

Benevolence Box Wish List 
 Toiletries, incl. small sizes (Guest House) 
 Plastic Sendik’s bags (Hope House) 
 Paper handle bags (Family Sharing) 
 Empty laundry jugs (Family Sharing) 

 

Noteworthy Dates 
Sunday, August 5 Hosanna & Camp Sunday! 
August 6-19 Rob on vacation 
Sunday, August 26 Joel’s last Sunday at OCC 
Sunday, September 2 Rob preaching, 9:30 
Sunday, September 9 A new chapter begins! 
 
 
 


