
  

                                                                
                                            

December Events 
 

 
Gingerbread House 

Decorating 
Saturday, Dec. 3 

@ 10:00 

 

 
Sunday, Dec. 4 and 11 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 11  
10:00 

 
“Kid-Tata” 

Sunday, Dec. 18 
10:00 

 
 
 
 

“How Silently, How Silently,  

the Wondrous Gift is Given.” 

 As we move into and through this 
season of Advent, the above words from a 
much beloved carol (O Little Town of 
Bethlehem) speak volumes about the majesty 
and the mystery of the Incarnation. 
 For most of us, silence is not the term 
we associate with the hustle and bustle of this 

time of year.  We all have “tons of stuff” to get done, and wonder if we’ll 
ever make it through the holiday extravaganza.  Sometimes the real 
essence of why we celebrate gets lost amidst the shopping, and wrapping, 
and card writing and cooking and all the rest. 
 Christmas is an incredible reminder of the way that our God most 
often works.  The King of Creation was born in Bethlehem, (not exactly a 
center of power and influence) in a stable – of all places, and the only 
folks who showed up to celebrate were shepherds (in their day a “lower 
class bunch”) and some star-gazing men from some far-off country.  It’s 
as if God was sort of sneaking in through the back door of our world and 
our lives. 
 And that’s still often the way it works.  We don’t always know when 
and how we will be touched and moved by God’s infinite love and 
overwhelming grace.  There’s that catch in our breath, or a lump in our 
throat, or a spontaneous chuckle, or a tear in our eye that tells us there’s 
more going on here than we’re aware of.  Maybe it’s a card that comes 
from a dear long-time friend; maybe it’s the strains of a song that washes 
over us; maybe it’s an ornament or some treasured icon from Christmases 
past; maybe it’s the joy radiating from the face of a child; we never quite 
know when and how God’s love will break into our busy, hectic, list-
oriented lives. 
 The mystery and the miracle of it all is that deep down underneath 
all the lights, and the packages, and the decorations and the busyness 
that is Christmas – we are celebrating a life altering moment – the Word 
becoming flesh. 
 It is my fervent hope and prayer 
that in this season of Advent, all of us 
will be able to contemplate “how silently, 
how silently, the wondrous Gift is given;” 
and what a Gift He is!  I look forward to 
seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 
In Christ’s Love,   
Joel     
                



 

 
 

GIVING THANKS 
At this time of giving thanks, I am thankful for 

freedom.  As an American I have the opportunity to 
not only freely think but also to express those 
thoughts, and within the framework of our laws, act 
upon them.  One does not have to look far to see 
oppressive political regimes throughout the world in 
which individuals do not have this opportunity.  
However, it is important to note that even under the 
most oppressive conditions, individuals can exercise 
freedom of thought, even when they are denied the 
liberty to act upon them.  I was enlightened to this 
principle years ago when I read Viktor Frankl’s Man’s 
Search For Meaning.  Dr. Frankl was an acclaimed 
and published professor of psychiatry prior to WWII.  
He had the misfortune of being a Jew in Europe at this 
time and was interred in several of the infamous 
concentration camps.  He lost most of his family 
during this time; however he managed to survive in 
large part due to his belief that a person could 
“choose one’s attitude in a given set of 
circumstances”, which he called “the last of human 
freedoms.”  Under the most hideous of circumstances, 
he refused to give in to the inhuman treatment he 
received at the hands of the SS.  They could not take 
away the faith he had because he would not let them. 

An anonymous victim of the Holocaust, echoed 
a similar unshakeable faith in these words which were 
scrawled on a wall in one of the concentration camps: 
 
I believe in the Sun even when it is not shining, 
I believe in Love even when I cannot feel it, I 
believe in God even when he is silent. 
 

As members of Ozaukee Congregational 
Church, we embrace the freedom to draw our “own 
theological conclusions and to share them within an 
atmosphere of mutual respect” (ref:  pamphlet “What 
is Congregationalism?”).  Furthermore, as stipulated in 
Article II of our constitution, our church is “an 
autonomous body….accountable only to God and 
Christ Our Lord and to no other ecclesiastical 
authority.”  It was this same freedom our Pilgrim 
forefathers sought when they set sail from Plymouth, 
England in 1619. 

 

Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

This Month in our Joyous Journey:  

Advent and Christmas Traditions! 
 

What are our Sunday School kids doing 
during Advent? They will be making Wassail 
boxes! Wassail boxes are a part of an old English 
tradition where an individual would go door to 
door with the Wassail box. The box was covered 
with a cloth, but inside the 
box were items representing 
the nativity story. If a 
homeowner wanted to see 
what was inside the box, 
they would make a donation, 
the cloth would be lifted, 
carols would be sung, and 
the contents of the box revealed. 

In Sunday School, we will be learning 
about the importance of and the meaning behind 
our own Advent and Christmas traditions—from 
Christmas wreaths and trees to candy canes and 
pickles. 

The kids will be participating in a special 
“KID-Tata” on December 18—maybe a new 
OCC Christmas tradition! 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Please help balance this year’s OCC  

budget by fulfilling your 2016 pledge 
before the end of the month.   

Thanks for a strong pledge collection year 

fueled by your timely on-going payments.  
Pledge payments received at or after our  

January 1 service count towards 2017.   
We don’t want any recounts at OCC! 

 

  Dick Dieffenbach, Treasurer 

  



 
 

 
BOARD OF MEMBERSHIP 

AND EVENTS 

CANDY CANE CRAFT, COOKIE  

AND BAKE SALE 

Donations of holiday cookies, 
baked goods and crafts are 
needed for the Annual 
Holiday Craft and Bake Sale 
following the 10 AM service 
on December 4th and 
December 11th.  Donations 
can be dropped off in the 

kitchen of Fellowship Hall on Saturday, December 3rd 
between 1 and 2 pm and Saturday, December 10th 
between 9 and noon or on the Sunday mornings of 
the sale dates prior to the 10 AM service.  If dropping 
off on Saturday, be sure to label your donations 
designating them for the bake or craft sale.  AND 
don’t forget to bring a little extra cash on the sale 
dates so you can shop for your favorite treats and 
crafts during coffee hour following the service.  All 
proceeds from the sale are used to offset the cost of 
the annual OCC Christmas Party.   

 
 
 

The Choir’s Annual  

Lessons and Carols 

will be held at 10:00 on Sunday, 
December 11th. Led by Nancy 
Wilkinson and Bob Smith 
reading various Christmas 
scriptures, the choir will sing 

beautiful anthems which tell the 
blessed story in music.  We will 
also be accompanied by a chamber orchestra of 
professional instrumentalists from the Milwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra.  We hope that you will join us 
on this very special occasion. 
 

 
WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

CHRISTMAS LUNCH OUTING 

Come join us on Thursday, December 15 @ 11:30 for 

a festive Christmas Lunch at the Farmstead in 

Cedarburg, W62 N238 Washington Avenue.  Please 

sign the sheet in Fellowship Hall if you are interested 

in going. 

 

 

 



 
SATURDAY, CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

5:00 Service - featuring our choir  
 
7:00 Service - featuring David Prodoehl,  
                       String Bass 
 

SUNDAY, CHRISTMAS DAY 

will have a different “feel” than our regular 
services – a bit more laid back, with carol singing, 
and the story of Christmas. 

 
 

 

              SAVE THE DATE  

                     FOR THE  

               ANNUAL OCC  

                    CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The Board of Membership and Events is 
sponsoring the annual OCC Christmas Party on 
Saturday, January 14th at Fire Ridge Golf Club in 
Saukville from 5:30 to 8:30 PM.  Social hour 
begins at 5:30 PM and Hors D’oeuvres and 
desserts will be served beginning at 6:30 PM.  
Door prize drawings will be held at 7:30 PM.  You 
must be present to win!  A cash bar and valet 
parking will be available throughout the evening.  
(Drive up under the circle drive located at the 
club entrance to take advantage of the Valet 
parking).  This event is open to all adult members 
and friends of OCC and there is no cost to attend.  
Don’t forget to sign up on the sheet in Fellowship 
Hall if you will be joining in on the festivities.  We 
look forward to spreading some holiday cheer 
with all of you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

NO 8:30 SERVICE  

DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

Our 8:30 service is being cancelled during the 
month of December due to the special programs 
being held at 10:00.  We will resume the 8:30 

service beginning Sunday, January 8. 
 

 

 

From Our Church From Our Church From Our Church From Our Church CouncilCouncilCouncilCouncil    
 

OCC COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

NAME                      PHONE #       E-MAIL ADDRESS 

Joel Fredrikson 262-377-3938 
Interim Sr. Minister                               pastor@occhurch.org  
Dan Dedrick      262-377-9097  
Moderator                        daniel.dedrick83@gmail.com 
Rob Fredrickson    414-688-8991           
Assoc. Minister                                         rcf474@gmail.com 
Dick Dieffenbach   262-375-3536               
Treasurer/Christian Stewardship Ch. dick@dieffenbach.com                                                    
June G. Burkeen    414-581-5475            
Clerk                                                      junebird@aol.com 
Kathryn Lukanich   262-707-0306    
Benevolence                                     lukanich@sbcglobal.net  
Leona Nelson          262-236-4006   

Christian Ed.                         knoblochnelson@gmail.com                          

Sue Ann Walczak    262-375-0418  
Deacons                             swalczak@columbia-stmarys.org 
Lori Read                  262-241-4335      
Facility        lrgardn@wi.rr.com  
Mary Campbell         262-377-8087 
Membership/Events                       marycampbell@wi.rr.com         
Tim Wilkinson           262-376-1141  
Trustees                                      twilkinson1489@gmail.com    
Rebekah Barsch       414-507-4858    
Nominating Comm.                              rbbarsch@gmail.com  
Kay Thompson         262-241-5904  
Office Manager/Assistant Treasurer      office@occhurch.org  

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

SUNDAY MP3 PROGRAM 
Praise • Prayer • Proclamation 
Our only meeting in December will be on the 4th, when the 
Joyous Journey crew will join us for communion. After 
that—due to the choir cantata, then the “Kid-Tata” the 
following week, then Christmas, and then New Year’s—MP3 
will be on hiatus until reconvening on January 8.  
 

CHILL-N-CHAT LOCATIONS 

Casual conversation + trivia 
Wednesdays, 3-4:30 
Dec. 7 Chocolate Factory 
Dec. 14 Sal’s Pizza 
Dec. 21 Out-n-Out 
Dec. 28 No Chill-n-Chat 
 

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 

Snax, devotions, games, & discussions  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7-8:30p in Fellowship Hall  
Dec. 7:  Pool Noodle Hockey, Values Auction, & 
  Password! 
Dec. 21:  Our annual “Blind Gift Exchange” plus 
  “Name That Christmas Song!” 
Head’s up! For January–May, PF will meet on the second & 
fourth Wednesdays of the month! 
 

HOSANNA MISSION TRIP 2017: 
Sunday, June 18 – Saturday, June 24 
Students in middle school, high school, and college—plus 
able-bodied, non-student adults—are encouraged to 
consider this amazing mission opportunity! A deposit of 
$150 is due by Christmas. The $150 remaining balance will 
be due by Easter. Financial assistance is available if needed. 
Contact Rob! 
 

BOOK SORTING: MON., DEC. 12 

There are four available seats in Rob’s car for this final 
sorting day of 2016. Text him at 414-688-8991 to reserve 
your spot! As always, he’ll pick up kids at CHS/CPAC at 
2:45. We’ll be on-site at Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a 
Kopp’s stop for dinner, we’ll get you home ~7:00. 
 

DID YOU KNOW... 

...that three of our youth group members are serving 
among OCC’s leadership? Abby Gventer is a member of 
the Benevolence Board. Bo Makinster is a member of the 
Board of Christian Education. And Sarah Peksa is a 
member of the Transitional Steering Committee. Our young 
people aren’t just followers; they’re leaders. And they’re not 
just the future of the church; they’re the present. 

 
 

 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

COME ON, RING THOSE BELLS! 

Again this holiday season, OCC is taking 
the lead for the Grafton-Shopko site in the 
Salvation Army’s “Red Kettle Campaign.” 
Bell ringing began Nov. 25, but many 
openings remain. To sign up for a two-hour 
shift, use the web link that was emailed to you, or call/text 
Peggy Anderson at 262-613-3333.  
 

GIFTS & TOYS FOR ADVOCATES 
Please remember that all gifts are due back in Fellowship 
Hall, unwrapped, by Sunday, Dec. 4. A big “thank you!” to 
everyone who signed up, and then purchased, specific gifts 
for the women and children at Advocates. 
 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING DETAILS 

This year’s Christmas Offering will be split between the 
Guest House and Next Door—two trusted organizations with 
which we’re very familiar, each doing amazing work in the 
city of Milwaukee. Look for the special envelopes in your 
worship bulletins on Dec. 11, 18, 24, and 25. Everything 
given in those envelopes will go to these two great 
organizations. Please give generously! 
 

HOPE HOUSE: DEC. 17 

Contact Rob to sign up to help in the food pantry on that 
Saturday morning. The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, 
returning about 12:40. You can also sign up for Jan. 21, or 
other “third Saturdays,” if you like! 
 

A FAMILY SHARING BREAK 
Due to the Christmas holiday, we won’t be volunteering at 
Family Sharing in December. But after the holidays, we’ll 
resume our “fourth Monday evening” pattern. So, to sign up 
for Jan. 23, and/or subsequent months, contact Rob! 
 

BENEVOLENCE BOX UPDATE 

Please continue to leave toiletries, plastic Sendik’s bags, 
paper handle bags, and empty laundry jugs in the wooden 
Benevolence Box in Fellowship Hall. As we draw closer to 
“Bags of Love” season, those paper handle bags will be 
extremely useful! 
 

THANKS... 

...for contributing to this year’s Thanksgiving Offering, 
totaling $1280.00. That amount will be given to Family 
Sharing in Grafton, to help low-income folks in need of food 
assistance right here in Ozaukee County.  

    
WINTER WEAR DRIVE HAS WRAPPED UP 

Many thanks to all who donated coats, jackets, sweaters, 
sweatshirts, hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves. Items will 
be delivered to Hope House in Milwaukee and Family 
Sharing in Grafton.  

 

 

 


