
                

                           
           

 
 

 
 

February 3 @ 10:30 
 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY =  
“BAGS OF LOVE” MONTH  

Bags are due back by 
Sunday, Feb. 24.   

Be sure and fill a bag or 2 
or 3 or . . . .  

 

 
 

Young Families Night 
February 16 @ 4:30 

 

 

It was in the Saturday Evening Post on November 
6, 1926 that the humorist Will Rogers said, “I bet 
you if I had met him and had a chat with him, I 
would have found him a very interesting and 
human fellow, for I never yet met a man that I 
didn’t like.” Most of us have heard the latter half 
of the quote, but the rest of it is worth 
considering as well. Rogers said this statement 
about a Russian revolutionary named Leon 
Trotsky, likely not a very likeable guy, but the 
qualifiers, “if I had met him and had a chat with 
him,” seem significant. 

 

All of us have met people that rub us the wrong way, or with whom 
we don’t immediately connect, or who have a questionable 
reputation, and I don’t know if any of us can honestly say we’ve 
never met anyone we didn’t like. However, we give ourselves a 
greater opportunity to like people, meeting the people and having 
a “chat” with them. Everyone has a story, which contributes to 
who they are. Everyone’s persona is created by the combination of 
so many things and we don’t really get to know them without 
listening to them, without hearing their story. 
 

The first thing Jesus did for us was to learn our story. The first 
thing He did was to put Himself in our shoes, became one of us, 
learn what it is like to be us. In Jesus, we have a God who 
understands what it means to be human, who sympathizes with our 
weaknesses, who gives us grace in our difficulties because He’s 
been there. 
 

In representing God to people around us, or working to share His 
love, I think the first step is to learn people’s stories. Just as Jesus 
did for us, we can try to put ourselves in other people’s shoes and 
try to understand what it’s like to be them. We’re not going to 
connect with everyone the same way; you won’t be best friends 
with every person, but if you meet them, and maybe have a chat, 
you might discover them to be a very interesting and human 
fellow, and in the process you might, even in some small way, 
demonstrate to them the love of the God who did the same for us. 
 
Have a great week  
and we’ll see you Sunday. 
 
Jeff



   
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

One Sunday in January, some founding members 
of OCC who had moved away stopped in to 
visit.  They commented on the positive and 
palpable energy in the church, which is 
something I hear often these days.  As I looked 
around the room at Fire Ridge during our holiday 
party, where we gathered nearly 100 strong, it 
was fantastic to see everyone connecting, 
sharing, smiling and laughing. Many thanks to the 
Membership and Events Committee for throwing 
a great party—would love to see 150 of us there 
next year!   
 

I also want to thank the Trustees for the 
development of the 2019 church budget, and the 
Stewardship Committee for doing a great job on 
the pledge campaign.  My thanks to every 
member who stepped forward to generously 
support OCC!   
 

It takes both our financial support and our 
volunteer support to run the church effectively. 
Soon our Nominating Committee, chaired by 
Steve Holtan, will begin the process of recruiting 
for each of our boards, committees, and roles on 
the Church Council.  It is an exciting time to 
build the future of OCC and I hope you will 
respond enthusiastically when asked to serve.   
 

Finally, we are blessed to have an entire staff 
that cares deeply about our church family, and 
provides experiences each week to help each of 
us grow closer to God.  
 

With gratitude, 
 
Rebekah  

                                       
Midweek   

Bible Study 
Your choice of two time-slots: 

Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. or 
Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Both time slots are facilitated by Rev. Rob 
Fredrickson. We meet in the Youth Room on 
Tuesday evenings; on Wednesdays we meet in 
Fellowship Hall. It’s free and open to all!  

 

Joyous Journey 

New Year's Enlightenment 
In this new year 
following the 
celebration of the 
birth of our savior 
we followed the 
early life of Jesus. 

Lessons during the month of January provided 
the foundation of Jesus' story as we discussed His 
early years as a child leading up 
to his baptism. 

During our travels each 
Sunday we enjoyed our special 
time together by sharing love 
and respect for one another. Our 
activities included sharing 'good 
news' and prayer requests, a lesson focused 
community activity, lesson sharing over a snack, 
lesson focused crafts, a wrap-up game, and 
lesson quiz time. 

Volunteers will be 
greatly needed during 
the upcoming months. 
Please contact the 

church office to find out how to be an important 
mentor for the children of OCC. 

Message from Message from Message from Message from Leona:Leona:Leona:Leona:    
After much thoughtful reflection and heartfelt 
prayer, I have decided to retire from my role in 
Children's Ministry at OCC and will be leaving the 
church. January is my last month. 
 

I want to thank the children for being such a 
great part of my wonderful church family. I love 
you dearly and will always keep you in my heart 
and prayers! 
 

Remember to always seek for something that is a 
"story", that is "beautiful", and that "teaches us," 
just as the child Jesus did at the temple. But do 
so "quietly", "respectfully", and "carefully" (with 
no running).  
 
Always, always remember to "STOP"  

 
 
 

and listen because you will find answers in those 
quiet moments.  
 
Love always! 
Leona 



Women’s 

Fellowship 

February 

Outing 
Come and join the fun of 

getting small Christmas 
Trees ready to send to 

the troops next 
Christmas.  

 

        When: February 21, 2019 
        Where: Winkie's 

             629 E. Silver Spring Drive 
         Whitefish Bay, WI 

        Time: 10:00 a.m. 11:45 a.m. 
        Lunch: Newcastle 

        12600 N. Port Washington Rd. 

         Mequon, WI 
        Time: 12:15 p.m. 

 
Carpool will meet at Bed, Bath & Beyond (Mequon) at 9:30 

a.m. For questions call Beulah Erickson, 414-378-5045(c) 

or Carolyn Herem, 262-674-1011. Sign-up sheet is on the 
table outside the church office. 
 

If you have been knitting hats to send in the 

goodie bags, please bring them to the event,  
otherwise you can bring them to church and 

give them to Beulah or Carolyn. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE—

Saturday, March 23 FOR 

THE VICINAGE COUNCIL 

TO WELCOME JEFF! 

In the Congregational tradition, 

churches host a Vicinage Council 
when bringing on board a new minister.  The Council is 

comprised of ministers and lay leaders from sister 
Congregational churches in Wisconsin (members of the 

Wisconsin Congregational Association).  We will be hosting 
the Vicinage Council for Jeff at OCC on Saturday, March 

23, beginning at 10:00 and continuing into mid-

afternoon  (thank you Deacons for providing lunch!).  This 
promises to be a truly wonderful event and all OCC 

members are encouraged to attend! More details to 
follow.  Questions??? Ask Rebekah Barsch.  

An OCC Men’s Group is Forming. 
For those who sign up, 

the events will be 

spectacular, perhaps to 
include: back stage tour 

of Fiserv Forum, local 
high school games, 

Brewer events, church workdays, etc.  What ideas do you 

have???  Contact Dick Dieffenbach for more information. 
 

dick@dieffenbach.com 
(262) 375-3536 

 

Your pledge can be 
automatically transferred 
to OCC from your bank 
account on the third 
Wednesday of each month. 
To sign-up, please provide a void check to the 
office by February 15.  If you have increased 
your pledge for 2019 and have already signed up 
for Direct Deposit, please advise us that it is OK 
to increase your pledge transfer.  Any questions, 
contact Dick Dieffenbach. 

  
Ozaukee Congregational Church 
will again provide a meal for 
the MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary Meal Program.  
Donations of prepared food are 
needed in order to serve over 

one hundred people on Friday, March 8, 2019. 
Items on the menu include sloppy joes, coleslaw 
and cookies.  If you can help or have questions 
about the program, please contact Beulah 
Erickson at either 414-378-5045 or email her at 
ericksonbeulah@gmail.com.  Thank you. 
 

 
that 16 individuals from OCC 
have signed up for the June 
22-28 Hosanna Mission Trip?  
Six are in high school, five are 
of college age, and five are 
“somewhat less young.” 

 

 
 



Sheepshead! 
Friday, March 1, 7-9pm 

Please sign up in advance! Just contact Rob! 
 



 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

 

All activities are for those completing  
 grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 

Sunday morning MP3 schedule 
MP3 meets on Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:30 in the 
Youth Room. The Sunday Funnies, the Word of the 
Day, the Quote of the Day, an exploration of the day’s 
Bible passage—it’s all part of MP3! In February, we’ll 
continue our look at “the whole armor of God” as 
described in Ephesians 6:10-17.  
 

 Feb. 3 The feet of readiness + communion 
 Feb. 10 The shield of faith 
 Feb. 17 The helmet of salvation 
 Feb. 24 Rob preaching (no MP3) 

 
 

 

— World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine —   
Friday-Saturday, February 22-23  

at North Shore Congregational Church in Fox Point 
 

It’s all about raising funds and awareness to fight 
global hunger and extreme poverty. 

 

Youth & young adults:  
Become a Famine team member!  

Go to 30hourfamine.org/team/21187  
and then click  JOIN OUR TEAM . 

 

Adult supporters:  
Become a Famine donor! 

Go to 30hourfamine.org/team/21187  
and then click  SUPPORT US . 

 

 

 

Wednesday PF meetings 
Pilgrim Fellowship, a.k.a. “PF,” meets every-other 
Wednesday evening, 7-8:30 in the Youth Room, for 
snax, devotions, games, videos, discussion, and 
prayer.  

Upcoming PF meeting dates: 
               February 13 & 27    March 13 & 27 

               April 10 & 24    May 8 & 22 

 
WCA Camp dates set for 2019 
Heads up! Camp is going to be just a skosh earlier in 
2019. It’ll run from 3pm on Sunday, July 7 through 
noon on Saturday, July 13. Remember, WCA Camp is 
for current 3rd-12th graders. Many OCC kids attend, 
and many OCC folks serve on the camp staff. Expect 
details and registration materials in by early March. 
Meanwhile, mark your calendar!  

 

It’s still early, but already it looks 
like 12 of the roughly 20 camp 
staffers will be from OCC! 
 

 

utreach pportunities 
 

Questions? Want to sign up to serve?  
Contact Rob: rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

Souper Sunday: Feb. 3, during coffee hour 
It’s time for our annual soup/chili extravaganza — the 
most delicious event of the year! There’s no ticket to 
buy and no admission fee, but a free-will donation box 
will be on hand. All proceeds will help us continue 
supporting Wondimu Aseffa, our Compassion 
International child in Ethiopia.  
 

Bags of Love are here! 
Simply take one or more bags from the narthex and 
fill the bag(s) with the items on the attached list(s). 

Then, return the bag(s) to the 
sanctuary on or before February 24. 
The bags will go to Nehemiah Project 
in Milwaukee and Advocates.  
 

Hope House food pantry: third Saturday... 
...morning of each month, 9:20-12:40. Contact Rob to 
sign up for Feb. 16 or beyond!  
 

Family Sharing: fourth Monday evening... 
...of each month, 5:15-7:00. Contact Rob in advance if 
you’d like to help on Feb. 25 or another future “fourth 
Monday.” 
 

Benevolence Box Wish List 
The wooden box in Fellowship Hall stands ready to 
receive your donations of... 
• Toiletries (Guest House & Family Sharing) 
• Plastic Sendik’s bags (Hope House) 
• Paper handle bags (Family Sharing) 
• Empty laundry jugs (Family Sharing) 
• Coats (MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary) 
• Blankets (MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary) 
 

Check out the benevolence bulletin board 
The bulletin board above the Benevolence Box in 
Fellowship Hall features a variety of thank you notes 
and other correspondence from charitable 
organizations we support, and even from Wondimu 
Aseffa in Ethiopia. Check it out! 
 

MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary meal: 
Friday afternoon, March 8 
OCC’s spring date to provide this meal for over 100 
homeless and hungry people is set for March 8 at 
Hephatha Lutheran Church (17th & Locust in 
Milwaukee). If you’d like to provide some of the food, 
or if you’d like to help serve the meal that afternoon, 
please talk with either Beulah Erickson or Rob 
Fredrickson.  
 
 


