
  

                                                                
                                            

February Events 
 

 
February 5 

 

 
 

North Shore 
Congregational 

 and OCC Youth Singers 
@ OCC – 10:00 

Sunday, February 12 
 

 
 

 
 

 

“What If You’ve Got Nothing to Say?” 
Each month, our dear office manager, Kay 
Thompson, does a wonderful job of putting 

together and printing our newsletter. 
Part of that newsletter is a 

“column” written by me, as your Intentional 

Interim.  For most of my years as a pastor, 
I’ve done columns for the newsletters of the 

churches I’ve served.  The expectation is to 
come up with something inspirational, or challenging, thought provoking or 

spiritually enlightening.  In other words, write something that will be of help to 
the congregation. (or whoever else may be reading this) 

This is one of those days when nothing is coming.  I’ve been sitting at my 

desk trying to come up with something that will stimulate and energize and 
engage you – and possibly be of some help, but nothing is coming.  It’s not that 

I’m depressed or out of sorts or in a bad mood or struggling with my faith.  I’m 
just not coming up with a topic or subject to write about. 

It reminds me of a lesson I learned very early on in ministry.  I went to 

the home of a family whose 19 year old daughter had just been killed in an 
industrial accident.  I sat at their kitchen table for 3 or 4 hours as family and 

friends gathered and came and went.  I really felt like I didn’t do or say much and 
before I left, I prayed with them.  For the rest of my time in that congregation, 

this family always would share with me how much my ministry meant to them on 
the day their daughter died.  And it drove the lesson home to me that it’s often 

not really about what we say, or all the words we come up with.  It’s about our 

presence with one another.  And it’s not just in times of crisis.  Think about who 
showed up at the last birthday celebration or anniversary party.  Or think about 

what it means to our kids that we were there at school events to support them. 
(games, matches, meets, plays concerts, etc.)  Or if we think about former 

Sunday School teachers, youth group leaders, even pastors – we probably don’t 

remember specific lessons, or teachings, or sermons, but we remember those 
people being there – their presence and their personhood. 

Good friends can be together and not have to be talking all the time.  
Silence is not always “golden” but sometimes when words don’t come, just being 

there can speak volumes.  You may recall the name Immanuel means “God with 

us” – maybe just being there is enough from time to time. 
 

I’ll look forward to seeing you in 
church on Sunday. 

 
In Christ’s Love,   

Joel       
 
 
 
 
 
                



 

 
 

Ask Not What Your Church 

Can Do for You……. 
 

I have just finished watching the inauguration 
of our 45th president and, like many Americans, I am 
very interested in what changes will be taking place.  
We, as a nation, are, indeed, in a time of transition.  
We at OCC are also in a time of transition.  No, I am 
not talking about our transition between settled senior 
ministers.  At the risk of trivializing our current 
situation, that is old news.  Pastor Joel is providing the 
leadership we need and helping us prepare for our 
next chapter. 

What I am talking about is the fact that we 
have eight standing committees that will need to have 
their memberships re-filled.  Folks who are fulfilling 
their three-year terms will be moving on and our 
Nominating Committee, under chairperson Rebekah 
Barsch, will be working hard between now and the 
end of March to fill the vacated positions.  As we have 
done in the past, we will be presenting the full slate of 
the nominees at our annual dinner in April.   

I have mentioned in previous articles how it 
has been a pleasure for me to work with others on the 
various committees on which I have served.  We are 
blessed to have a very committed and dedicated 
congregation.  Many within our congregation have 
served on multiple committees over the years and I 
cannot express enough gratitude for the work they 
have done.  I know that those who have served know 
that it is not only a privilege, but also fun to be part of 
our vibrant church community.  They recognize that in 
serving, they help our church fulfill our spiritual, 
educational, and social needs as well as our outreach 
commitment.  They also keep our facilities in shape 
and do all this in a fiscally responsible fashion.  What 
they also learn is that, by serving and working 
together, their fellowship with one another is 
strengthened.  So, when Rebekah or a member of her 
committee calls, please help them by volunteering to 
serve Ozaukee Congregational Church.   

 

 
Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Next up in Joyous Journey… 

PAUL! 

 
 

In early February, we will be tackling Jesus’ 
parables. When mid-February rolls around, we 
will turn our attention to one of Jesus’ most 
well-known followers, Paul.  While his name, 
Paul, means “small,” Paul was so big in so many 
ways. He was one of Jesus’ most hard-working 
and devoted followers, whose travel and 
preaching helped to lay the foundation for the 
early Christian church. Most important, Paul 
teaches us that we all can, at any point, in our 
day or lives, change our hearts to be better and 
do better for God. 
 
Join us as we make “heart 
buckets” in the art room, 
discover what it takes to 
persuade others, and learn 
more about missionaries in 
today’s world. 
 

 

 

 
 

Spiritual Sing-Along 
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT   

MARCH 5 
7:00 PM IN THE SANCTUARY 

Led by vocalist Laura Snyder 

and pianist Michael Wininsky 

“I’ll Fly Away” • “Precious Lord” 
“Swing Low” • many other favorites! 

Free & open to the public  

• Bring a friend! 
 

 

 

 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

February Outing 

Wednesday, February 15 

A Trip to Winkie’s to Assemble 

“Trees from Home” 
We will meet at Bed, Bath, and Beyond in 

Mequon at 9:30 and car pool to Winkie's on 
Silver Spring Road in Whitefish Bay. On their 
second floor, we will assemble Christmas trees 
for the troops.  To see what this is all about, 
Google “Trees from Home” for further info. 
These trees, along with other gift items, are 
sent to the troops in August, so they arrive by 
Christmas.  

We then will walk the one block to City 
Market for lunch at 12:30.  If you are interested 
in attending, please sign the sheet in Fellowship 
Hall. There is a list of items that you can donate 
by the sign-up sheet.  Unused Christmas cards 
are for troops to send to their families and do 
not have to be boxed.  All of the items you bring 
can be put in the box labeled “Trees for Troops” 
under the sign-up table. 

 

 
 

    Potluck Dinner 
 The Board of Membership  
 will be sponsoring a 

 Potluck Dinner in  
 Fellowship Hall in March. 
(date to be determined)  Our last potluck dinner 
in October was great fun with over 40 church 
members attending.  All current members and 
friends of OCC are welcome to attend (including 
children).  And this is a great opportunity to 
invite guests/friends who might be interested in 
membership in OCC.  Watch for a sign-up sheet 
to be posted in the coming month. 
 

OCC Christmas Party Recap: 
The members of the Board of 
Membership hosted the 
annual OCC Christmas Party 
on January 14th at Fire Ridge 
Golf Club.  Seventy church 
members were in attendance 
to enjoy the festivities, food 

and fellowship.  Be sure to check out the 
pictures on the OCC website/Facebook page.  
Thanks to board members who donated many of 
the door prize items and special thanks to 
Rachelle Peters for donating 3 of the prizes from 
her store, A Little Pizzazz, in Cedarburg.  
Thanks, also, to Sonja Coster for donating the 
festive table decorations and to Bo Makinster 
and Willie Moran for providing valet parking.   
 

 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
 
See the attached 2017 
budget compared to 
prior years’ operating 
accounts for our church. 
As discussed at last 
Sunday’s Congregational 
Meeting, 2016 produced 
a slight surplus, but 2017 
presents a challenge. 

Contact Treasurer, Dick Dieffenbach, if you have 
any questions or suggestions. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The Nominating Committee  
will begin its work this month. If you are 

 willing to serve on a committee, you don't 
 have to wait for us to call you.  
   This committee consists of Mary Radtke, 
 Kerry Kraus, Peggy Tracy, Moderator, Dan 
 Dedrick, and Chair, Rebekah Barsch. 

  New board members will be approved at  
the Annual Church Dinner and Meeting in 
April. 

 

 
 

 
 
 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

MP3 (Praise • Prayer • Proclamation) 

Sundays, 10:00 in Fellowship Hall 
Feb. 5 MP3 incl. communion w/Joyous Journey 

Feb. 12 No MP3; instead, we’ll be welcoming  
  our North Shore friends to worship at  
  OCC, and  singing some camp songs! ☺☺☺☺ 

Feb. 19 MP3 
Feb. 26 MP3 
 

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 

Snax, devotions, games, & discussions  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7-8:30p in Fellowship Hall  
 • February 8 & 22 

 • March 8 & 22 

 • April 5 & 19 
 • May 10 & 24 

Catching up with Rob... 
 Things change. Even just a few short years ago, 
Cedarburg High School, for example, seemed to “go easy” 

on students on Wednesdays. The schedule of after school 
activities was ostensibly thinner than on other weekdays, 

and homework assignments were supposedly a bit lighter. 

The idea was to free up some time on Wednesdays for kids 
to engage in religious programs, family gatherings, 

scouting, or other activities. 
 Over the last couple years, Wednesdays have started to 

feel just like any other weekday for kids. During the after 

school hours, there’s a full array of games, meets, matches, 
practices, rehearsals, and club meetings. Very, very few of 

OCC’s middle and high school students seem to be available 
during that time.  

 So, we’re going to discontinue “Chill-n-Chat” on 
Wednesdays after school, as a set program with trivia, 

“ripped from the headlines,” and other discussion items. 

Lately, the typical turnout has been just 0-2 kids. Evidently, 
the format no longer meshes with most kids’ availability and 

interest.  
 But Rob is going to remain available and easily 

locatable on Wednesdays after school. He’ll be at the 

Cedarburg Coffee Roastery on Wednesdays from 3:00 till 
4:30. If anyone—youth or adult—wants to drop by, ask a 

question, get a form signed, drop off a registration or check 
for an event, kick back, unwind, etc., you’ll find Rob there. 

There will be no set agenda, and no need to stay for any 

set amount of time. It’ll just be like “mobile office hours.” 
 And, just to be clear, no changes in our other youth 

programs—like Pilgrim Fellowship (“PF”) or MP3—are under 
consideration. So, keep Sunday mornings, and the second 

and fourth Wednesday evenings of the month, on your 
calendar for youth activities! 
 

BOOK SORTING AT NEXT DOOR 

Monday, February 13 

Text Rob at 414-688-8991 to reserve your spot! As always, 

he’ll pick up kids at CHS/CPAC at 2:45. We’ll be on-site at 
Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a Kopp’s stop for dinner, he’ll 

get you home ~7:00. 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

WORLD VISION’S 30 HOUR FAMINE 

There’s only a day or 
two left before the 
big event! If you 
would still like to 
either join the team 
or make a donation, please go to 
youth.worldvision.org/team/occ2017 by Friday, 
February 3 at the very latest! 
 
 “SOUPER SUNDAY” 

February 5, 11:00 in 

Fellowship Hall 

It may well be the most delicious 
Sunday of the year, with a 
scrumptious array of homemade 
soups and chili! Admission is free, but a free-will 
offering box will be on hand. Your donations will 
enable us to continue sponsoring Wondimu Aseffa, 
our young Compassion International buddy in 
Ethiopia. 
 
BAGS OF LOVE COMING FEB. 12 

The thematically decorated bags 
will make their appearance in 
the sanctuary on Sunday, 
February 12. Take one or more 
with you, shop for the items on 
the list, fill the bag(s), and 
return to the sanctuary on or 
before Sunday, March 5. Let’s do some strategic 
grocery shopping for Nehemiah Project and 
Advocates! 
 
HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY 

Saturday morning, February 18 

The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

FAMILY SHARING 

Monday evening, 

February 27 

We start gathering at 
Family Sharing about 5:15. By 5:30, we’ve been given 
our instructions, and we’re diving into work projects! 
We wrap up at 7:00. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 
BENEVOLENCE BOX UPDATE 

Please continue to leave toiletries, plastic Sendik’s 
bags, paper handle bags, and empty laundry jugs in 
the wooden Benevolence Box in Fellowship Hall.  
 


