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MISSION MAZAHUA 
SERVICE, SUNDAY 

February 11 @ 10:00 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

February 14 
Service @ 7:00 

“God Does Answer 

Prayers” 
 

There was a moment during worship a 
couple of weeks ago when God’s Spirit 
rushed over me in one of those 
wonderfully unplanned, unexpected ways.  

(When a person is leading worship, it’s difficult at times to be a 
worshipper.)  This moment I had occurred during the morning prayer 
time.  People were very openly sharing concerns and asking for prayers 
for friends and loved ones.  And then Dan Dedrick, our Moderator, spoke 
up and shared about three different people that we have prayed for that 
had experienced healing, at least to some degree – or at least they were 
better than they had been.  It was a wonderful thing to hear about 
prayers that God was answering. Over the years, I’ve known folks that 
kept “prayer journals” listing people or situations they had prayed for 
and then listing what had happened in those situations or in the lives of 
the people listed. 
 One of the mysteries of praying is understanding God’s 
“answers.”  It’s been said God always answers prayers.  Sometimes the 
answer is “Yes” sometimes it’s “No” and sometimes it’s “Wait.”  And as 
we grow in our prayer life, we learn more and more about what prayer is 
and how we “should” pray.  Prayer really is about the relationship we 
have with God and deepening and building that relationship.  And as it is 
with all relationships, it takes time and attention and intentionality. 
 We know too, that God’s ways are not our ways and it’s difficult 
for us often to understand “Why?”  Why our prayers seem to “work” at 
times, and then at other times they don’t.  It’s basically because we are 
the Creatures and God is our Creator.  And we can never fully know the 
mind and heart and actions of our God. 
 So, we need to learn to trust and pray; to believe and pray; to act 
and pray; to serve and pray.  You get the picture. 
 One of the things that I’ve done since coming here is to pray for 
you – each one of you by name.  I work my way through the church 
directory; slowly, and pray for you.  I have come to believe that is one of 
the functions of being in the “soul care” business – to pray for you.  And 
sometimes, I’m aware of certain things going on in your lives and can 
then pray more specifically.  And if I don’t know much about your joys 
and struggles, I know that God knows. 
 So, keep praying, even if you don’t always “know,” or get it, or 
think God even listens.  And I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on 
Sunday. 
  
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Joel 
 



   
 
 

Is Our Cup Half Empty or Half Full? 
 

As the Moderator, a church member, and an active 
participant in the small group sessions, I have heard from a 
number of people of a couple of questions that they have 
heard from other members.  To clarify, the “questions are 
coming from others” and not directly from the people 
informing me of them.  At any rate, here are the questions, 
with my answers as a spokesperson for the Council: 
 

Q:  Why is it taking so long to find a new Senior Minister? 
A:  There are several reasons.  One, we deliberately 
wanted to allow for a healthful interim period to heal, 
reflect and prepare.  Secondly, the WCA and NACCC did not 
provide any viable candidates.  Thirdly, the Search 
Committee is being very thorough to ensure we hire the 
right person. 
 

Q:  Why did we hire a search firm?  Don’t we have a 
committee and that’s their job, so why are we paying out a 
lot of money for a professional firm? 
A:  The committee is composed of a talented group of 
leaders from within our church community who well 
represent who we are.  They have put in a lot of hours 
collectively leaving no stone unturned in their efforts.  They 
are not professional executive recruiters, but they did do 
their best to find our next minister using the WCA and 
NACCC as well as other networks.  Not finding any suitable 
candidates, they recommended hiring Vanderbloemen 
Search Group to the Church Council and it was agreed that, 
after vetting Vanderbloemen that they should be hired to 
assist us.  It is agreed amongst the Search Committee and 
the Council that we cannot afford to get this wrong, thereby 
justifying the investment. 
 

I want to point out that, during this interim period, 
we have continued to provide top-level spiritual leadership 
through Reverends Joel and Rob.  People in need are being 
served.   We continue to support Hope House, Family 
Sharing, and other local charities.  Through Rob, our 
Benevolence and Outreach Board has never been stronger.  
Our music ministry continues to be outstanding.  Do you 
understand how fortunate we are to have had, throughout 
the history of our church, the musical leadership and talent 
of Sally Prodoehl and Lori Dominiczak?   We have Kay 
Thompson, who, assisted by Barb Read, does an amazing 
job as our office administrator.  Just look at the quality of 
our monthly newsletter and weekly worship programs, not 
to mention the day-to-day administrative tasks that are 
efficiently handled.  Have you checked out our website?   It 
is maintained and updated regularly by Jeni Branum and 
Katie Radtke.  All of our committees are actively engaged 
and led by dedicated chair persons, who put in a lot of 
personal time to ensure you have opportunities for 
fellowship, and a safe and welcoming environment in which 
to worship and gather, as well as providing for community 
outreach and Christian Education.  Our Treasurer, Dick 
Dieffenbach, puts in his heart and soul on a daily basis to 
ensure that our finances are properly managed.  He is aided 
by our Trustees, who look at the big picture and ensure we 

have a financially healthy church.  We are also blessed to 
have many silent witnesses who tend to those in need, help 
maintain our property and assist in so many ways.  We are 
blessed to have people who contribute significantly 
financially to support our operating budget, without whose 
support we would not be able to pay our staff, pay our 
utilities, support benevolence, or provide 
all the other services that we do. 

You get the picture; in the humble 
opinion of this Moderator, we are, indeed 
very fortunate Pilgrims with more to be 
thankful for than not. 
 

Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 

 
Joyous Journey 

Acts of Love 
What do you think about when you hear the word 

'LOVE,' Valentine’s Day...Hearts... Candy?  During the 
month of February, we will discuss some great acts of love 
found in the bible.  
  As a continuation of January's Wondrous Women of 
the Bible we will start with stories about significant acts of 
love performed by women in the bible. 
  - Ruth and Naomi - family love found between a mother 
and daughter-in-law 
  - Esther – a determined love for her family and people 

As we spring into the Easter season we will lead to 
ultimate acts of love. 
  - “God is Love" 1 John 4:8 
  - “For God so loved the world…” John 3:16 

Join us in Joyous Journey this month as we uncover 
significant love stories that teach lessons on how to give to 
others. 
  Continue the journey by attending our ‘Act of 
Love’ Project Linus community service activity on 
February 9th, 5:30-7:30 as we make blankets for children 
that are ill in the hospital. (visit www.projectlinus.org for 
more information.)  That evening we will also feature a 
showing of The Peanuts - Snoopy Come Home, a love story 
between a child and pet.  For more information or to find 
out how to get involved contact Leona at  

ChildrensMinistry.OCChurch@gmail.com 
 

 



February OCC Women's Fellowship 

"Trees from Home" 

WEDNESDAY, February 21, 2018 
 

Please come join the OCC women at 
Winkie's where we will decorate 12" 
Christmas Trees to be sent to our Troops 
who are serving overseas.  These small 
trees along with a goodie bag provide a 
little bit of home to those who are far 
away from home at Christmas.  To find 
out more about this volunteer service, go 
to www.treesfromhome.org  
 

Location:     Winkie's 
                     629 E. Silver Spring Drive,  

Whitefish Bay, WI 
(large parking lot in back) 

Time:            10AM 
Lunch:          12:30PM 
                     City Market, 527 E. Silver Spring Dr. 
Put the date on your calendar and sign up in Fellowship 
Hall.  Guests welcome!  The carpool will leave the church 
parking lot at 9:30 a.m.  Contact Carolyn Herem at 262-
674-1011 or Jean Cline at 262-240-2912 for more 
information. 

 

EASTER 

FLOWERS 
We’re looking forward to 
beautiful spring flowers to 
decorate our church at Easter. 
If you would like to help defray 
the cost of our flower 
decorations for Easter, please 
sign the sheet in Fellowship 
Hall and include your 
dedication (in memory of/in 
honor of).  For a $15.00 
donation, you may 

take a flower arrangement home with you following the 
10:00 am Easter Service.  Please leave your check (with 
“Easter Flowers” marked in the memo section) in the 
envelope attached to the sign-up sheet. 

OCC Deacons 

Deadline:  March 11, 2018. 
 

 
 

March 11, 2018 
Celebrate Pi(e) Day on Sunday, 
March 11.  Make your favorite pie 
and bring it to church to share after 
the 10:00 service!  THEN … sample 
as many pies as you want.  You’ll be 
amazed at the array of delicious 
creations from our congregation. 

 
 

A New Year –  

A New Mission 

Outlook 
 OCC seeks to welcome 
new friends and families to 
come experience the faith and 
friendship we all experience in 
our church community. In 

that light, the Board of Benevolence has agreed to move 
forward in 2018 searching for local mission work to bring 
not only our talents, but also our name, to the attention of 
the surrounding towns. Following the generous donation of 
an OCC family, our Board now has the funds to begin this 
venture.   
 The first two donations have been carefully chosen. A 
donation to The Grafton Little League Team was suggested 
last fall by Rev. Tim Garvin-Leighton when he visited our 
church in October. Through this donation, we will help 
support a team for the season, which will also include 
having the OCC logo on their t-shirts and having banners 
displayed at both ball fields. We are also looking into 
assisting them by staffing their concession stands, 
attending their Opening Day, and other possible needs.  
 Our second donation will be to the Cedarburg High 
School Robotics Team. This after-school team is not 
supported by school funds and is totally dependent on 
donations. The Robotics Team impacts students from both 
the middle and high school and is a part of the STEM 
enrichment program. The OCC logo will be on their 
competition t-shirts, banners, and website.  
 Through these two donations we feel our church is 
supporting both the minds and health of local children. We 
are open to suggestions from the congregation for 
additional worthy groups in our area to support in 2018 
both financially and by our many talents. 
 

Sunday Sign-ups: 
Sunday sign-up sheets for 
Greeters/Ushers, Coffee Hour 
Hosts, Liturgists, and Acolytes are 
posted on the bulletin board near 
the coffee table in Fellowship Hall.  
Please check the sheets and 
consider volunteering your time 
and service on one or more 
Sundays over the next 6 months. 

 
 

 
 

 

ALSO, our new Flower Chart is looking 
very bare.  If you would like to honor or 
remember a loved one by placing flowers  
on the altar on a particular Sunday, please  
sign up on the chart. 

 

 

 

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

MP3 SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
Sundays, 10a in the Youth Rm. 
 Feb. 4  MP3 w/communion 
 Feb. 11  Mission Mazahua Sun. (no MP3) 
 Feb. 18  MP3 
 Feb. 25  MP3 
 
REAL TALK (gr. 9-12) 
On certain “late-start” days, Rob hangs out before 
school at nearby coffee shops. Come for a few 
minutes of casual conversation about what’s going on 
in your world. The good, the bad, the ugly...it’s all fair 
game! 

 Cedarburg Fiddlehead’s (upstairs) 
 Thurs., Feb. 1 & 15, 7:15-8a 

 Mequon Colectivo 
 Wed., Feb. 21, 8:45-9:30a 
 
PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 
Jan. 7 & 21, 7-8:30p in the Youth Rm. 
Snax, devotions, zany games, and thought-provoking 
discussions. Why not bring a friend?!?  
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS (gr. 7-8) 
Sun., Feb. 18 4:30-6p in the Youth Rm. 
Don’t forget to bring your folder and your completed 
“Spiritual Gifts Inventory.” 
 
30 HOUR FAMINE PLANS ANNOUNCED 
Friday-Saturday, March 2-3 at the 
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa 
Sign up now for World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine! We’ll 
team up with friends from other Congregational 
churches to raise funds to fight global hunger. Scan 
the QR code below, or go to 
https://goo.gl/gZW6sR. Then, click the orange 
button that says, “Join Our Team” and get started! 

 
 
 SUMMER IS COMING!   
• Hosanna Mission Trip: 
June 16-22 
• WCA Camp (gr. 3-12): 
July 8-14 
 
 

utreach pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

SOUPER SUNDAY: FEB. 4 
Don’t miss coffee hour on 
Feb. 4, when you’ll be invited 
to sample soups and chili to 
your heart’s content! There 
are no tickets to buy, and no 
admission fee. However, a 
donation box will be on hand, 
and all proceeds will help us 
continue to sponsor young 
Wondimu Aseffa—our 
Compassion International 
buddy in Ethiopia. Please eat 
heartily...and give generously! 
 
BAGS OF LOVE DUE BACK FEB. 18 
Thank you for participating in this year’s Bags of Love 
campaign! Please be sure to return your filled bag(s) 
to the sanctuary no later than Sunday, February 18. 
Half the bags will go to Nehemiah Project; the other 
half will be heading to Advocates.  
 
HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY 
The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20, returning about 
12:40. We sort, stack, stock, shelve, and serve as 
“personal shoppers” in the food pantry. Contact Rob 
to reserve your spot for any “third Saturday” in 
2018! 
 
FAMILY SHARING 
We gather at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 5:30, 
we’ve received our instructions, and we’re diving into 
work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. Contact Rob to 
sign up for any “fourth Monday” in 2018! 
 
WORLD VISION’S 30 HOUR FAMINE 
Would you like to support our youth group members 
as they fast to fight global hunger? You can scan the 
QR code (see left-hand column of this page) or go to 
https://goo.gl/gZW6sR and click the orange 
button that says “Support Us.” Then, you can make a 
secure, tax-deductible donation! 
 
BENEVOLENCE BOX WISH LIST 
 Plastic Sendik’s bags 
 Paper handle bags 
 Empty laundry jugs 

 
 
 
 
 


