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Beginning a Year of Adventure 
 

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What 
will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who 
strive for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows 
that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well. 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 

— Matthew 6:31-34 (NRSV) 
 

Our calendars note January 1 as the first day of the new year. 
That designation is, I realize, an artificial construct. We use the 
Gregorian calendar, which dates back to the late 1500s. It was 
instituted as a corrective tweak to the Julian calendar, which dates 
back to Julius Caesar in the first century, B.C.E. But the new year 
would start on a completely different date if we went by the 
Hebrew calendar, or the Islamic calendar, or the solar calendar, or 
the lunar calendar, or if we simply linked the start of the new year 
to a naturally recurring event such as the winter solstice.  

Still, our artificially set new year gets me in a reflective mood 
each January. What are my “take-away” conclusions from the year 
just ended? How do I feel about filing away the old year in my 
mental cabinet? And what do I expect from the new year? What 
fills me with anticipation, and what fills me with trepidation?  

Last Sunday’s congregational meeting was newsworthy. We 
heard from the Pastoral Search Committee that the presentation 
of a candidate for the position of Senior Minister will likely take 
place in 2018—and quite possibly during the first half of the year. 
We also heard that both our attendance and our financial giving 
have waned somewhat over the last year or two, so we have 
significant challenges to address as a community of faith.  

Jesus counsels us, “Do not worry about tomorrow,” and that’s 
sound guidance. Living for today, even living for the present 
moment, tends to help us be healthier, happier, more faithful, and 
more fruitful. Still, I can’t help but feel hopeful and excited as I 

contemplate how 2018 promises to be a year of adventure for 
OCC! How might it be a year of adventure for you? 


