
  

                                                                
                                            

January Events 
 

 
New Year’s Day 
Worship Service 

10:00 

 
 

 
 

8:30 & 10:00 Services 
Resume 

Sunday, January 8 
 

 
 

 
Saturday, January 14 

5:30 – 8:30 
 

 

 

Sunday, January 22 
11:15 

A Refugee Named Jesus 

There has been a lot of news, conversation, and 
commentary for quite some time now about 

refugees.  Thousands of people around our 
world have been displaced or have chosen to 

flee deteriorating situations in their homelands. 

Most of us, if not all of us, live with the 
confidence of knowing that will never happen to 

us.  It’s hard for us to even imagine what that 
would be like. 

The amazing thing is that we serve a 
God who totally understands and identifies with refugees because he’s been one.  

Not too long after Jesus’ birth, his parents fled to Egypt for a time to avoid King 

Herod’s brutal edict for all newborn Hebrew boys to be slaughtered.  They were 
refugees. 

Eventually Mary and Joseph returned with Jesus to Nazareth in Galilee, 
their home area where they lived a stable and settled existence.  But once Jesus 

began his ministry, he basically was an itinerant Rabbi, moving about the 

countryside, teaching, healing, discipling, and receiving people’s hospitality from 
town to town.   When he sent his disciples out two by two to expand the ministry, 

he coached them to “travel light and if people receive you, wonderful; if they 
don’t, keep moving.”  Refugees.  Elsewhere in the gospels, he tells those listening, 

“birds have nests and foxes have dens, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.” (referring of course to himself) – a refugee.  The old gospel spiritual sings 

“this world is not my home; and in so many ways that is true.  We are here for 

such a brief time – in the scope of human history – in some ways just passing 
through.” 

God in Christ left his heavenly home and came to earth, lived among us, 
in essence, as a refugee – because even though he was “in the flesh” this was 

only a temporary home for him. 

Most of us are not first generation immigrants, but for the most part, our 
ancestors came here from somewhere else.  So, we are by and large the products 

of refugees, immigrants from somewhere else. 
Hopefully, since our God came as a refugee in Christ, and almost all of us 

are the descendants of refugees/immigrants, we can all be more open, more 

considerate, more understanding of the strangers among us, of the people who 
are “not like us” who come our way.  Because if we really stop and think about it, 

we are all in this together as the Family of Humanity – all God’s children. 
 

I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on January 8th. 
 

In Christ’s Love,   

Joel       
 
 
 
 
 
                



 
 

 

FIRST WORLD PROBLEMS 
 

You know the saying “When it rains it pours?”  
I used that recently when our electric garage door 
didn’t close on the coldest day of the winter and I 
had to disengage it to close it manually until I could 
figure out the problem.  On the same day, our 
outdoor Christmas lights failed to go on.  I couldn’t 
find a problem in the fuse box and didn’t figure out 
the problem until the next day when Barb’s hair 
dryer didn’t work.  It seems that the Ground Fault 
Circuit Interrupter in our basement electrical outlet 
tripped, causing several outlets to not work including 
the one our chest freezer was plugged into.  Problem 
solved.  Then the handle to one of our toilets started 
to act up.  I went to Home Depot to get a 
replacement, which turned out to not fit and had to 
be returned.  I returned it and then went to True 
Value and got a new handle to work after an hour of 
fiddling with it.  Wanting to warm ourselves on this 
wintery day, I kept a nice fire in the fireplace.  
However, when it was time to go to bed I wanted to 
close the glass doors and the right side one fell out of 
the track.   

All of the above prompted me to ask “What, 
in God’s good name, is going on?”  I vented my 
frustrations to Barb, but, as soon as I finished, I 
realized that these were indeed “first world 
problems.”  What would people in Aleppo, South 
Sudan, Berlin, Iraq, Pakistan, or Turkey say to these 
problems?  Compared to devastating acts of 
terrorism, natural disasters, starvation, and 
genocide, these little inconveniences I experienced 
are trivial to say the least.   

As we celebrate the birth of Jesus, let us all 
rejoice and pray that we can look forward to a day 
when more of our global brethren can live in freedom 
and achieve a quality of life where the worst thing to 
happen to them are “first world problems.” 

 

Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 
 

 
 

 

Join Joyous Journey in January for a 

Parade of Parables! 
 

Jesus’ parables were a key part of his teaching and 
ministry. Jesus used his simple, but powerful stories 
to show us all how to live, love God, and love one 
another.  

• Art: We will look at the Parable of the Sower 
with our art project—a seed planted in “good” 
soil. 

 

• Games: What do Twister and a bin full of rice 
have in common? They will both help us to 
learn what Jesus was saying to us with the 
Parable of the Great Feast and the Parable of 
the Lost Coin. 

 

• Living Lesson: We are going to play “Let’s 
Make a Deal!” to see if we can understand the 
meaning behind the Parable of the Pearl. 

 

• Reaching Out: We will look at the Parable of 
the Talents and discuss how we can use our 
own talents to help those who are hungry. 

 

• Movie: Our movie will teach us about one of 
the most well-known parables—the Good 
Samaritan. 

 
Hope to see you in January! 
 

 



WOMEN’S 

FELLOWSHIP 

January Potluck 

Lunch 

Featuring. . . 

“Piano Artistry 

by Alex” 

Thursday, 

January 19 
We will meet in Fellowship Hall at 11:30 for a 
potluck lunch and fellowship, and then enjoy a 
relaxing afternoon listening to our very talented 
Alex Lamoureaux and her magical piano!  There 
is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  If you are 
interested in joining us, please sign the sheet, 
and indicate what you will be bringing. 

 

 
 

BOARD OF MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
Our Annual Holiday Craft, Cookie and Bake Sale 
was a huge success!  Thanks to everyone who 

donated and/or purchased items for sale.  Now 
don’t forget to reap the rewards by signing up 

for the Christmas Party… 
 

SAVE THE 

DATE FOR  

THE ANNUAL  

OCC 

CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
 

The Board of Membership and Events is 
sponsoring the annual OCC Christmas Party on 
Saturday, January 14th at Fire Ridge Golf Club 
in Saukville from 5:30 to 8:30 PM.  Social hour 
begins at 5:30 PM and Hors D’oeuvres and 
desserts will be served beginning at 6:30 PM.  
Door prize drawings will be held at 7:30 PM.  You 
must be present to win!  A cash bar and valet 
parking will be available throughout the evening.  
(Drive up under the circle drive located at the 
club entrance to take advantage of the Valet 
parking).  This event is open to all adult 
members and friends of OCC and there is no cost 
to attend.  Don’t forget to sign up on the sheet 
in Fellowship Hall if you will be joining in on the 
festivities.  We look forward to spreading some 
holiday cheer with all of you! 
 

  
 

MARKETING COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The ad hoc marketing committee (Mary Campbell, Sue 
Ann Walczak and Dick Dieffenbach) has continued to 
work behind the scenes to promote OCC.  At the end 
of November, the OCC promotional brochure with an 
insert listing our December events and Christmas 
services was mailed to 500 single family residences on 
the East side of Grafton.  An ad listing our regular 
Sunday services continues to run in the News Graphic 
on a weekly basis.  
Here are a few plans for the coming year:   

 We will be submitting OCC promotional 

materials (pens, brochures, business cards) to 

the local Welcome Wagons for inclusion in the 

packets they provide to all new residents in 

Grafton and surrounding communities.   

 We will continue to submit promotional and 

informational articles to the local community 

papers for OCC events throughout the year.   

 We are considering entering a float in the 

Cedarburg 4th of July parade and the Grafton 

Christmas parade.  Towards that end, we are 

seeking the use of a flatbed trailer for the float 

and a larger truck to pull the float.  Let us 

know if you or someone you know would be 

willing to lend these items to OCC for use 

during the parades in July and November.  

 When a new Senior minister is hired, we will 

plan larger promotional events and possibly a 

wider-spread mass mailing inviting residents in 

surrounding communities to meet our new 

minister.   

Remember that the number one reason people choose 
to ATTEND a church service is that they are invited to 
do so by a current member.  And one of the main 
reasons people choose to JOIN a church is the 
friendliness of the church members.  So, here’s some 
ways that YOU can help market OCC in the coming 
year:   

 Distribute our promotional brochures, pens, 

business cards (found in Fellowship Hall) to 

friends, neighbors, and acquaintances you 

know who are new to the area or seeking a 

new church and invite them to attend a service 

or church event.   

 If you see someone you don’t know during 

service, extend a warm handshake and friendly 

greeting, and invite them to coffee hour in 

Fellowship Hall.  Go out of your way to 

introduce yourself and talk with guests during 

coffee hour.  A little kindness goes a long way 

towards making them feel welcome! 

 



NOTICE OF  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

Sunday, January 22, a 
congregational meeting will 
be held to approve our 2017 
budget and to approve a 
constitutional amendment to 
clarify the process required 
to hire an interim minister.  

Currently there is no verbiage in the Constitution 
governing the hiring of interim ministers and the 
proposed amendment is: 
 

e.  The Church Council may hire one or more 
interim ministers when the need arises, without 
a vote of the congregation.  The general 
responsibilities for all ministers of this church, 
interim and otherwise, are outlined in sections 2 
and 3.  Any more specific duties, as well as 
compensation, shall be at the discretion of the 
Church Council. 
 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
 
As our 2016 and 2017 budgets are 
heavily dependent upon pledge 
collections, please pay your final 
2016 pledge installment by January 
6, 2017.  After this time, we will 
be closing the 2016 books.  We will 
have a report on our 2017 budget 

at the January meeting, Sunday Jan. 22, and the 
2016 financial statements at our Annual Meeting. 
 

Dick Dieffenbach, Treasurer 
 

 
TO EVERYONE AT OCC. . . . .  

 

 
 
 

 

    
    
    
    
    

To Our OCC FamilyTo Our OCC FamilyTo Our OCC FamilyTo Our OCC Family    
 Jan and I would like to express our 
 gratitude and appreciation for all  
 of the cards, gifts, and expressions  
 of support and love that have come  
 our way from this dear Church Family.   
 We are blessed and grateful to be 
 journeying with you. 
   With Love & Gratitude 
                                   The Fredriksons 
 

 

GEMS OF HOPE 

WI, INC 
is a nonprofit 

organization with the 

mission of bringing 

hope to cancer 

patients and their 

families through the creation and distribution of 

“Gifts of Hope.”  These Gifts are handmade 

cards with inspirational messages and 

handcrafted earrings, serenity circles or 

pendants and are given to patients at local 

Aurora and St. Mary’s Cancer Centers undergoing 

chemotherapy or radiation treatment.  

Please join us for our very own workshop to be 

held at OCC on Saturday January 28 from 10am-

noon to create these inspirational cards and 

beaded gifts. All materials are provided and no 

experience is needed. Hope and a positive 

attitude are the gems that carry patients 

through their treatments and beyond. For more 

information please contact Pam Price at 

(262)375-7862. You are also welcome to visit the 

Gems of Hope website at www.gemsofhope.com 

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

SUNDAY MP3 PROGRAM 

Praise • Prayer • Proclamation 
Jan. 1 � No MP3 • worship in the sanctuary at 10a 
Jan. 8, 15, & 22 � MP3, 10a 
Jan. 29 � No MP3 • OCC youth: Let’s worship at 
North Shore Congregational, and sing a couple camp 
songs with them! (On Feb. 12, they’ll join us at OCC!) 
 
CHILL-N-CHAT LOCATIONS 

Casual conversation + trivia 
Wednesdays, 3-4:30 
 Jan. 4 & 18 Chocolate Factory 
 Jan. 11 & 25 Sal’s Pizza 
 
PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 

Snax, devotions, games, & discussions  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7-8:30p in Fellowship 
Hall  
Mark your calendars! For January–May, PF will meet 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month.  
 • January 11 & 18      
 • February 8 & 22 
 • March 8 & 22 
 • April 5 & 19 
 • May 10 & 24 
 
Coming soon! 
WORLD VISION’S 30 HOUR FAMINE 

Again this year, we’ll be doing the Famine as an 
overnight event at First Congregational Church in 
Wauwatosa. Mark your calendars for Friday-Saturday, 
February 3-4, and come to PF on January 11 for 
further info!  
 
BOOK SORTING AT NEXT DOOR 

Monday, January 9 after school 

Text Rob at 414-688-8991 to reserve your spot! As 
always, he’ll pick up kids at CHS/CPAC at 2:45. We’ll 
be on-site at Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a Kopp’s 
stop for dinner, he’ll get you home ~7:00. 
 
SUMMER IS COMING! 

Don’t forget to put these key events on your calendar: 
 

 Hosanna Mission Trip 
 Sunday June 18 – Saturday, June 24 
 

 WCA Camp (grades 3-12) 

 Sunday, July 9 – Saturday, July 15 
 

 
 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY 

Saturday morning, January 21 

The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

FAMILY SHARING 

Monday evening, January 23 

We start gathering at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 
5:30, we’ve been given our instructions, and we’re 
plunging into work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. 
Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

“SOUPER SUNDAY” 

February 5, 11:00 in Fellowship Hall 

It may well be the most delicious Sunday of the year, 
with a scrumptious array of homemade soups and 
chili! Admission is free, but a free-will offering box will 
be on hand. Your donations will enable us to continue 
sponsoring Wondimu Aseffa, our young Compassion 
International buddy in Ethiopia. We’re looking for 
about 15-18 soup/chili chefs! If you’d be willing to 
bring a cauldron of your finest, please contact Rob 
Fredrickson ASAP! 
 

A BIG “THANK YOU!” TO EVERYONE 

WHO... 

...rang bells at Shopko for the Salvation Army! 

...donated Christmas gifts and toys for Advocates! 

...sorted books at Next Door during 2016! 

...donated winter wear for Hope House and Family  
   Sharing! 
...contributed to the Thanksgiving Offering for Family  
   Sharing! 
...volunteered at Family Sharing during 2016! 
...volunteered in the Hope House food pantry during  
   2016! 
...contributed to our Christmas Offering for the Guest 
House and Next Door! 
 

Coming soon! 
BAGS OF LOVE 

As Valentine’s Day 
approaches, the thematically decorated bags will make 
their appearance. Get ready to do some strategic 
grocery shopping for Nehemiah Project and 
Advocates! 
 

BENEVOLENCE BOX UPDATE 

Please continue to leave toiletries, plastic Sendik’s 
bags, paper handle bags, and empty laundry jugs in 
the wooden Benevolence Box in Fellowship Hall. As we 
draw closer to “Bags of Love” season, those paper 
handle bags will be extremely useful!  


