
 

            
           

January Events 

 
 

8:30 & 10:00 Services 
Sunday School & Nursery 

Resume 
Sunday, January 7 

 

 
 

OCC Annual  
Christmas Party 

Saturday, Jan. 13 
5:30 – 8:30 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Sunday, January 21 

11:15 

            “Renew, Rebuild, Rejoice!” 
 

The other day, I received a phone call that truly 
warmed my heart.  The voice on the other end 

was calling to ask if there was something they 
needed to do to “rejoin the church.”  I asked for 

some clarification and was told that these folks at 

one time had been quite active and involved here, 
had then “drifted away,” and were now feeling 

very strongly about re-engaging with OCC.  I 
explained that if they had not actively joined 

another church, there was really no need to “rejoin.”  This caller then said, “if 
there’s anything you need, or the church needs, I hope you’ll feel free to call on 

me.”  As I hung up, I breathed a prayer of gratitude for the call and the caller’s 

willingness to step up and be willing to serve. 
It would be a bit overly dramatic to say OCC is in a crisis right now, but 

we do have some serious work to do.  Our finances are somewhat uncertain for 
2018.  We have a good group in Confirmation, MP3, and PF on Wednesday nights 

– but we don’t have very many younger kids to populate Joyous Journey and 

other kid things.  Most people seem to feel that we need to work hard to attract 
young families with kids and if that doesn’t happen - then what?  The young 

adults that were reared and nurtured at OCC are gone – for the most part – 
moved away, off in school, or beginning their careers somewhere else.  They may 

show up once in a while, but we don’t really have much to offer them 

programmatically.  
How does a congregation renew itself?  It has to start with me.  All of us 

wring our hands and feel bad about what’s not happening or discuss what 
“should” be happening.  But renewal truly begins when I begin to allow God’s 

spirit to work in me in new ways.  It might start through a renewed prayer life.  It 
could be reaching out to a few others to start a support group or study club.  It 

might be deciding to volunteer for one of our ongoing ministries.  It could be 

consistently inviting people you know who have no church home, to come check 
us out.  It would be learning to financially participate at a deeper level than you 

are accustomed to.  It might be volunteering to serve on one of our standing 
Boards or Committees.  The possibilities are in some ways endless.  The point is, 

if renewal is going to happen, I need to allow God to renew me in some ways and 

that very well could mean doing something new. 
OCC is a good church.  We have much to be grateful for.  We also need a 

new level of excitement, enthusiasm, encouragement.  What is it you and I can 
do to help renew ourselves, and in so doing, become part of the renewal of 

Ozaukee Congregational Church.  
 I’ll look forward to seeing you in worship on Sunday. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 
Joel 
 



   
 
 

Notes from the Moderator 
 

I have had a few questions regarding how our search for a 
new settled minister is going, so I have asked Tim Nolan 

the chair of the committee to write an update, which you 

will find elsewhere in this newsletter.  It is our desire to 
share with the congregation as much as we can regarding 

the process.  Your Senior Minister Search Committee is 
comprised of Rebekah Barsch, Steve Bersell, Jim Kuist, 

Stacey Murray, Tim Nolan, Sally Prodoehl, Nancy Wilkinson 
and Matt Partridge.   This very qualified group has the best 

interests of Ozaukee Congregational Church in mind and 

has been working hard to find our next pastoral leader 
since their formation in November 2015.  To some it may 

seem like it is taking too long of time and others can’t 
understand why we needed to hire a professional search 

firm.  It is the opinion of the Search Committee and the 

Church Council that it is necessary to take our time to 
ensure we make the right decision.  We also want to allow 

for adequate time for the healing and preparation necessary 
for acceptance of our next settled minister.  The committee 

utilized our national and state associations to promote our 

need and did not find candidates qualified to lead us, so 
that is why we have hired Vanderbloemen Search Group. 

 
Regarding our transition I would like to recognize the 

efforts of the Transitional Steering Committee (TSC), which 
has been led over the past year by Pastor Joel.  Their 

preparation has led to the small group meetings, which are 

facilitated by the committee members.  I have attended the 
first two sessions of my group and have come away from 

each one with a better understanding of who we are as a 
congregation as well as achieving a better understanding of 

the individuals in attendance.  The meetings have been 

centered around open-ended questions and each attendee 
is given an opportunity to respond.  I have received nothing 

but positive feedback from those participating and am 
dismayed that only about 35 of our over 200 members are, 

at present, involved.   If you care about the future of OCC 
and want a voice in what we do, you owe it to yourself to 

participate in these small group meetings.  If you have 

missed the first two, you can still jump in for the third and 
fourth sessions.  The responses registered in these 

meetings are being noted and Joel and the TSC will be 
putting their findings together in a format to share with the 

congregation. 

 

Dan 
Dedrick,  
Moderator 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Joyous Journey: 

The Wondrous Women of the Bible! 
 

Quick! Name as many women in the Bible as you 

can! (Did you get all 166 named women?)  At times it may 
be difficult to remember these women or the important 

roles they played in both the Old and the New Testament.  

Women were restricted in what they could do and 
what they couldn’t do. They couldn’t own property, were 

required to accept any marriage arranged by their fathers, 
had to obey their fathers and husbands at all times, and 

couldn’t speak to strangers in public. Women, in fact, spoke 

only about 1% of the total words in the Bible. But this 
doesn’t mean that they were any less powerful than men. 

The work they performed within and for their families and 
their relationships with others had a profound impact on all 

of us. Mary showed us great faith and self-sacrifice; Mary 
and Martha taught us about priorities; Ruth taught us about 

love and loyalty; Esther about courage. 

Join us in Joyous Journey this month as we learn 
about some of the most famous women in the Bible, and 

we explore the important roles played by those women 
whose names we may have forgotten. 

A reminder: Joyous Journey is always more joyous 

with your help. If you are interested in helping Leona in the 
classroom on one or more Sundays, please let her or Kay 

know. 
 

 



 

 January OCC 

Women’s 

Fellowship 

“Raptor   

   Encounter” 

Thursday, Jan. 18 

Time (TBA) 

How many times do you get to meet a falcon, or an 
owl or a hawk up-close and personal? This outing will 
present just such an opportunity. Three of the 
resident raptors at Schlitz Audubon will join our group 
and one of the raptor trainers will tell you each of 
their stories as well as answer questions about these 
beautiful birds of prey.  Don’t hesitate to bring a guest 
(or guests) who might enjoy the outing! 
Location:  Schlitz Audubon Nature Center 

  1111 E. Brown Deer Rd., Brown Deer  
Admission:  $10 (to be paid at the event) 
Lunch:  Zarletti’s in Mequon 
Put the date on your calendar and watch for the sign-
up sheet in Fellowship Hall.  Please contact Dayle 
Dieffenbach at 262.375.3536 if you have questions. 
 

 
 

 
To the Members of the OCC Council  

 I thank you for the lovely gift of a Visa Card.   
 I am so honored and blessed to have the  
 opportunity to work with such an amazing 
 group of people in our choir and with the  
 orchestra year after year.  It is your support 
 that makes all of this possible.  I thank you! 
     With love, 
     Sally 
 
 

SAVE THIS FEBRUAY DATE 
 

   

 
Come and reap the benefits of our 

OCC Candy Cane Bake Sale 

The OCC Christmas Party will be held Saturday 
January 13th at the Fire Ridge Golf Club in 
Grafton from 5:30 to 8:30. A sign-up sheet is in 
Fellowship Hall 
 

Save The Date   
“Gems of Hope” is offering 
another workshop on January 20, 
2018.  Gems of Hope is a nonprofit 

organization with the mission of 
bringing hope to cancer patients 

and their families through handmade “Gifts of Hope.”  
Handmade cards with inspirational messages and 

handcrafted earrings or serenity circles are given to patients 
undergoing treatment.  We will meet in Fellowship Hall from 

10:00 – Noon. 

 
SEARCH 

COMMITTEE 

UPDATE 
After our meetings with the 

representative from the 
Vanderbloemen Search Group 

(VSG) in late September, we 
went live on their website at the end of October.  Just after 

Thanksgiving, part of our committee conferenced with VSG 

during what is known as the mid-point call.  During this call, 
VSG presented to us a candidate with all the contact 

information redacted.  They did this to allow us to give 
them feedback as to whether this was the type of candidate 

that we are actually looking for.  The consensus was that 

VSG was on the right track. 
Some additional feedback from VSG was that the 

holiday season is a difficult time to get the attention of 
potential ministers.  Additionally, we have received 

feedback that our position is more difficult to fill than most, 
primarily due to our size and our "Free-Thinking" values. 

Our next step will be the presentation of the "First 

Slate" of candidates.  This will happen sometime in 
January.  The Search Committee will then need to 

determine whether to pursue one or more of the presented 
candidates.  If we decide to proceed, it will be up to us to 

reach out to learn more about the candidate, and to 

determine if she/he is a good fit for OCC. 
If none of the candidates is a good fit, VSG will 

start working on the next slate of candidates.  Please keep 
us in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

Tim Nolan 

Chair, OCC Pastoral Search Committee 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 
Jan. 3 & 17, 7-8:30p in the Youth Rm. 
We always have snax, devotions, zany games, and 
thought-provoking discussions. Why not bring a 
friend?!? Our Jan. 3 meeting will feature “Bite the 
Bag,” Bags of Love, and Family Feud. On the 20th, 
we’ll have Q-Tip Clash, Amoeba Races, and Card 
Sharks! 
 
REAL TALK (gr. 9-12) 
On certain “late-start” days, Rob hangs out before 
school at nearby coffee shops. Come for a few 
minutes of casual conversation about what’s going on 
in your world. The good, the bad, the ugly...it’s all fair 
game! 

 Cedarburg Fiddlehead’s (upstairs) 
 Thurs., Jan. 11, 7:15-8a 

 Mequon Colectivo 
 Wed., Jan. 31, 8:45-9:30a 
 
MP3 SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
All Jan. Sundays, 10a in the Youth Rm. 
“MP3” stands for “Ministry: Praise, Prayer, & 
Proclamation.” Humor, a song, the quote of the day, 
and an exploration of the day’s Bible passage and how 
it relates to our everyday lives. Friends are super-
welcome! 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS (gr. 7-8) 
Sun., Jan. 21 4:30-6p in the Youth Rm. 
Don’t forget to bring your folder and your paper on 
“what’s unique about Congregationalism.” 
 
30 HOUR FAMINE PLANS ANNOUNCED 
Friday-Saturday, March 2-3 at the 
First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa 
Mark your calendar for World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine! 
We’ll team up with friends from other Congregational 
churches to raise funds to fight global hunger. Stay 
tuned for details! 
 

 
 
SUMMER IS COMING!  
• Hosanna Mission Trip: June 16-22 
• WCA Camp (gr. 3-12): July 8-14 
 

�utreach �pportunities  
Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 

rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 
 

A SEASON OF GIVING 
A huge “Thank you!” to everyone who helped make 
OCC’s holiday season truly a season of giving: all who 
rang bells at Shopko as part of the Salvation Army’s 
annual “Red Kettle Campaign;” all who bought toys 
and other gifts for Advocates of Ozaukee County; 
all who contributed to the Thanksgiving Offering 
for Nehemiah Project; all who donated to the 
Christmas Offering, divided between the Guest 
House of Milwaukee and Advocates; and all who 
helped spread Christmas cheer at the Hope House 
food pantry and at Family Sharing; and all who 
participated in the recent Mexico Mission Trip.  
 

BAGS OF LOVE: JAN. 14 
The bags will make their “debut” on Sunday, January 
14. Each bag will have a list of seven grocery items. 
Simply take one or more bags from the narthex, buy 
the items on the list, put those items in the bag, and 
return the filled bag to the sanctuary no later than 
Sunday, February 18. Half the bags will go to 
Nehemiah Project; the other half will be heading to 
Advocates.  
 

HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY 
The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20, returning about 
12:40. We sort, stack, stock, shelve, and serve as 
“personal shoppers” in the food pantry. Contact Rob 
to reserve your spot for any “third Saturday” in 
2018! 
 

FAMILY SHARING 
We gather at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 5:30, 
we’ve received our instructions, and we’re diving into 
work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. Contact Rob to 
sign up for any “fourth Monday” in 2018! 
 

SOUPER SUNDAY: FEB. 4 
Please consider preparing and donating a “cauldron” 
of your finest soup or chili recipe for this annual 
extravaganza! If you’re up for that, please sign up in 
Fellowship Hall, or by talking with Rob. Then, on Feb. 
4 during coffee hour, the congregation will be invited 
to sample soups and chili to their hearts’ content! 
There are no tickets to buy, and no admission fee. 
However, a donation box will be on hand, and all 
proceeds will help us continue to sponsor young 
Wondimu Aseffa—our Compassion International 
buddy in Ethiopia.  
 

BENEVOLENCE BOX WISH LIST 
� Plastic Sendik’s bags              
� Paper handle bags 
� Empty laundry jugs 


