
                  

                                   
           

 
 

 
March 6 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
 

Sunday, March 10 
Set Your Clocks Ahead 

 
 

 
March 10 

 
Jeff’s Vicinage Council 

Saturday, March 23 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 

 

Hello! 
 

I’m sitting here at the church, looking out the window at the sun 
shining on the snow piled up in the parking lot and feeling grateful 
for the 6 months we have now spent at OCC and in Wisconsin. Life 
is a journey and we are thankful it has brought us here. 
 

As I think about the path ahead for us as a church, and for each of 
us as individuals, I am reminded of the Apostle Paul’s prayer and 
hope for the people at Philippi, which we find in the New 
Testament book of Philippians. Paul says this in chapter 1: 
 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6 being 
confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry 
it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 

The past 6 months have been great, and I am confident at the 
Lord’s continued work in the path forward. Still, life is not perfect, 
and the path forward will not be either. There will be bumps and 
bruises, twists and turns, good times and bad, days of celebration 
and days of sorrow. This is the way life is. However, through it all, 
we are grateful for the journey. We are grateful that God is with 
us. We are confident that He who began a good work will complete 
it, in one way or another. And that doesn’t mean that OCC will 
always exist in the same way it exists today. That doesn’t mean 
that your plans or my plans will happen in the way we envision 
them today. But it does mean that God is with us, is at work in us, 
and will use us on the journey for good. 
 

Having been here 6 months, I thank my God every time I remember 
all of you. Every time it dawns on me again that we now live in 
Wisconsin, every time I look out my window and see the snow, I am 
grateful, hopeful, confident in God’s 
love for us and in His presence with us. 
 
I’m glad to be on the journey with all 
of you. 
 
Have a great week and we’ll see you 
Sunday! 
 
Jeff 



   
 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Brian and I were blessed last month to travel to 
both Florida and Costa Rica (happy 60th birthday 
Brian!), and that caused us to miss a couple 
Sundays at church.  After the first missed 
Sunday, I texted Jeff and asked, “What did you 
preach about today?”  Within a minute, he 
texted back a link to a YouTube video of his 
sermon from that morning. What a treat to sip 
coffee in the Florida sun the next morning and 
watch the sermon!  It’s certainly not a full 
replacement for the camaraderie, music, and 
spiritual connection of a Sunday at OCC, but I 
highly recommend it if you need to be 
away.  Many times, during Jeff’s sermons, I think 
“I wish Caleb and Chloe (my kids in college) 
were hearing this!”  Now we can encourage 

them weekly to “Get their Jesus on �” and 
watch a great sermon on YouTube. Whether or 
not they are actually doing it only God knows. . .  

 
Speaking of camaraderie, I want to acknowledge 
Denyl and Evan Hewes and the Membership and 
Events Committee for the fantastic idea and 
launch of the round robin dinners that many of 
us signed up to participate in. Every other 
month, a group of 6-8 OCC members are mixed 
and matched for dinner at a member’s home, 
with everyone bringing something to make the 
prep work light. Brian and I have participated in 
two of these dinners so far and it’s been 
wonderful to get to know our OCC family at a 
level deeper than Sunday morning coffee. We 
had the opportunity to host in December, and 
our Goldendoodle, Ike, forged a fast friendship 
with Craig Campbell. In February we gathered at 
Brian and Mindy Makinster’s for dinner, and 
learned of the impressive collegiate athletic 
feats of both Brian and Evan. Curious?  Sign up 
for the next round of dinners, coming soon. 
 
With gratitude for our 
church family, 
 
Rebekah  

 
 
 

Midweek 
Bible Study 
Your choice of two 

time-slots: 
Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m.  

or Wednesdays,  
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Weather permitting (no major blizzards; no 
dangerously extreme wind chills), we’ll meet on all 
four Tuesdays and all four Wednesdays of March! 
Both time slots are facilitated by Rev. Rob Fredrickson. 
We meet in the Youth Room on Tuesday evenings; on 
Wednesdays we meet in Fellowship Hall. It’s free and 
open to all! In the coming weeks, we’ll explore 
different types of Psalms, and also look at the “broad 
strokes” history and composition of the Old 
Testament.   
 

 

DON’T MISS 

JEFF’S 

VICINAGE 

COUNCIL 

MARCH 23rd!!! 
 

Everyone is welcome to 
attend the Vicinage 
Council and Installation 

Service for Jeff Larson. In the Congregational 
tradition we seek the counsel of our nearby 
sister churches to affirm Jeff’s ministry with us 
through a Vicinage Council; nearby Wisconsin 
Congregational ministers and lay delegates will 
be attending.  
 

Here is the agenda for the day: 
10:00 am   Vicinage Council (all attendees) 
 

11:00 am  Vicinage Council Executive Session 
(without OCC attendees) 

 

11:30ish  Vicinage Council shares statement 
with OCC attendees 

 

11:45 am      Lunch for all Vicinage Council  
      attendees 
 

12:45 pm  Installation worship service  
 

1:45 pm  Adjournment 

Please feel free to come for the Council, the 
service, or both. Lunch will be provided for 
those attending the morning Vicinage Council; 
please watch for a sign-up.  



 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP FOR MARCH 
 

The Women's Fellowship outing will be Thursday, 
March 14. We are going to the Basilica of St. 
Josephat in Milwaukee. The cost of the guided 
tour is $5.00. We will lunch at Lu Lu's Cafe.  
Time line is to leave from Bed, Bath and Beyond 
(Mequon) at 9:15. The tour begins at 10:00. Our 
lunch reservations follow at 11:30. Any ???, 
contact either Cindy Helm, (262) 376-9503 or  
Pat Hillman, (414) 828-7699.  
  

AN OCC MEN’S 

GROUP IS 

FORMING 
For those who sign up, the 

events will be spectacular, 
perhaps to include: back stage tour of Fiserv Forum, local 

high school games, Brewer events, church workdays, 

etc.  What ideas do you have???  Contact Dick Dieffenbach 
for more information. 
 

dick@dieffenbach.com 

(262) 375-3536 
 

Your pledge can be 
automatically transferred to 
OCC from your bank account 
on the third Wednesday of 
each month. To sign up, please 
provide a void check to the 
office.  If you have increased 

your pledge for 2019 and have already signed up 
for Direct Deposit, please advise us that it is OK 
to increase your pledge transfer.  Any questions, 
contact Dick Dieffenbach. 
 
 



Sheepshead! 
Friday, March 1, 7-9pm 

IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Contact Rob to sign up for this  

or future Sheepshead nights at OCC! 
 



Ozaukee Congregational Church 
will again provide a meal for 
the MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary Meal Program.  
Donations of prepared food are 
needed in order to serve over 

one hundred people on Friday, March 8, 2019. 
Items on the menu include sloppy joes, coleslaw 
and cookies.  If you can help or have questions 
about the program, please contact Beulah 
Erickson at either 414-378-5045 or email her at 
ericksonbeulah@gmail.com.  Thank you. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Don’t forget to order 
your flowers for Easter.  
For a $15.00 donation, 
you may take a flower 
arrangement home with 
you following the Easter 
Service. Just sign the 
sheet in Fellowship Hall 

and include your dedication. (in memory of/in 
honor of)  Please leave your check (with “Easter 
Flowers” marked in the memo section) in the 
envelope attached to the sign-up sheet. 

Deadline:  March 31, 2019. 

 

 

MARCH 10, 2019 
Celebrate Pi(e) Day on Sunday, 
March 10.  Make your favorite 
pie and bring it to church to 
share after the worship 
service!  (Please bring your 
pie(s) no later than 9:00 am so 

they can be properly displayed and identified.)  
THEN … sample as many pies as you want.  
You’ll be amazed at the array of delicious 
creations from our congregation. 
 

MANY THANKS to the ladies who 
went to Winkie's last week to 
work on Trees for the Troops. A 
special thank you to those of you 
who knitted hats. We took 60 
hats for the goodie bags. Hats were knit by 
people at OCC and also ladies at New Castle. 
They are very much appreciated since they are 
worn under the helmets to keep our soldiers 
warm. 
 
Thank you! 
Beulah & Carolyn 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

 

All activities are for those completing  
 grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 

 

Sunday morning MP3 schedule 
MP3 meets on Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:30 in the 
Youth Room. The Sunday Funnies, This Week in 
Christian History, the Word of the Day, the Quote of the 
Day, a song or two, and an exploration of the day’s Bible 
passage...it’s all part of MP3!  
 

 March 3* Transfiguration Sunday 
 March 10 Unlikely All-Stars: Shepherds 
 March 17 Unlikely All-Stars: Fishermen 
 March 24 Unlikely All-Stars: Paralytic’s friends 
 March 31 Unlikely All-Stars: Centurion 
 April 7* Unlikely All-Stars: Prostitute 
 April 14  Palm Sunday + Egg Hunt! 
 April 21 Easter (no MP3) 
 April 28 Unlikely All-Stars: Children 
 May 5* Unlikely All-Stars: Zacchaeus 
 May 12 Unlikely All-Stars: Widow 

(*=communion Sunday) 

Wednesday PF meetings 
Pilgrim Fellowship, a.k.a. “PF,” meets every-other 
Wednesday evening, 7-8:30 in the Youth Room, for 
snax, devotions, prayer, games, videos, and discussion.  

Upcoming PF meetings: 
March 13 & 27  •  April 10 & 24  •  May 8 & 22 

 
Sign up soon for WCA Camp! 
Our camp week will run from 3pm on Sunday, July 7 
through noon on Saturday, July 13. Remember, WCA 
Camp is for current 3rd-12th graders, 
and it takes place at beautiful Mt. 
Morris Camp & Conference Center 
(near Wautoma). Many OCC kids 
attend, and many OCC adults serve on 
the camp staff. Online registration 
should be up literally any day now! The 
digital portal for all things camp-related is 
wiscongregational.net/youth and you can 
conveniently register and pay right on the site.  
 
Agape Table (young adult fellowship) 
On the first Monday of the month, Rob and Rev. Julie 
Sheridan-Smith (North Shore Congregational) venture 
toward campus to share a meal and some casual 
conversation with some of our college students and 
other young adults. Here’s what’s coming up: 
 

Monday, March 4, 6pm 
at Ma Fischer’s on Farwell in Milwaukee 

 

Monday, April 1, 6pm 
at the Memorial Union in Madison 

 

If you, or someone you love, may be interested, talk 
with Rob and let him know the best cell number for 
texting purposes.  

utreach pportunities 
 

Questions? Want to sign up to serve?  
Contact Rob: rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary meal: 
Friday afternoon, March 8 
OCC’s spring date to provide this meal for over 100 
homeless and hungry people is coming up on March 8 
at Hephatha Lutheran Church (17th & Locust in 
Milwaukee). If you have any last-minute questions 
about this outreach effort, please talk with either 
Beulah Erickson or Rob Fredrickson.  
 
A fantastically food-focused February 
“Souper Sunday” raised $461—just about enough 
to cover our continued sponsorship of Wondimu 
Aseffa (our Compassion International buddy in 
Ethiopia) through 2019. Over 100 “Bags of Love” 
were filled with groceries, and they’ll be heading to 
Advocates and Nehemiah Project. And the OCC 
participants in World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine raised 
over $2,000 to help fight hunger and extreme 
poverty around the world.  
 
Hope House food pantry: third Saturday... 
...morning of each month, 9:20-12:40. Contact Rob to 
sign up for March 16 or beyond!  
 
Family Sharing: fourth Monday evening... 
...of each month, 5:15-7:00. Contact Rob in advance if 
you’d like to help on March 25 or another future 
“fourth Monday.” 
 
Thank you for giving the gift of warmth! 
Over these last few months, Rob has delivered to the 
MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary a few 
carloads of coats, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts, and 
blankets. Your donations helped those in one of 
Wisconsin’s poorest zip codes survive some pretty 
brutal winter weeks. Thank you for your compassion 
and generosity! Now, as we pivot toward spring 
(hallelujah!), we’ve updated the wish list, as you’ll see 
below... 
 
Benevolence Box Wish List 
The wooden box in Fellowship Hall stands ready to 
receive your donations of... 
• Toiletries (Guest House & Family Sharing) 
• Plastic Sendik’s bags (Hope House) 
• Paper handle bags (Family Sharing) 
• Empty laundry jugs (Family Sharing) 
• Rain ponchos (MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary) 

• Umbrellas (MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary) 

• Spring-weight jackets (MacCanon Brown Sanctuary) 
 

 


