
  

                                                                
                                            

March Events 
 

Gospel – Spiritual  
Sing Along 

March 5 @ 5:00 

 
 

 

 
March 12 

 
 
 

Lenten Series 
March 12 – April 9 

5:00 

 
 
 
 

All Church Potluck 
Thursday, March 23 

 @ 6:30 

 

 

 “Tis the Season” 
 

March 1st is Ash Wednesday and marks the 
beginning of the Season of Lent.  Lent is a 
religious observance that begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends 6 weeks later before 
Easter Sunday.  The Lenten Season is a time 
when many Christians observe a time of 
fasting, repentance, moderation, self-denial 
and spiritual discipline.  The purpose is to 

help us set aside time for reflection on Jesus, the Christ – his suffering and his 
sacrifice, his life, death, burial and resurrection. 
  

Historically, the observance of Lent as a season of the church year, was 
promoted and practiced among our more liturgical sisters and  brothers 
(Catholics, Episcopalians, Lutherans, Orthodox, etc. etc.)  We “free church” people 
sometimes have tended to shy away from these more formal, ritualistic 
observances within the life of the church. 

 

 However, I believe there can be great depth, meaning and power in 
participating in and practicing some of the rituals that have long been a part of 
the church’s life.  Just as Advent helps us to prepare and focus on celebrating 
Jesus’ birth, so too Lent, enables us to prepare and focus on the magnitude of all 
the events that occur during Holy Week. 
 

 In order to do anything well, preparation is involved.  The more/better 
prepared we are, the richer and more fulfilling the experience can be for us.  So 
Lent reminds us of the need we all have to prepare ourselves for all that God can 
do and wants to do in all of our lives. 
 

 Generally, people made a choice to “give up” something for Lent – made 
some sacrifice.  And that can be a meaningful thing for any of us.  Another way 
one could go at it, is to “take on” something new or different: devotional reading, 
journaling, a more consistent prayer life, 
volunteering in a new or different way, mentoring 
someone, engaging a new friend or two; the 
possibilities are endless. 
 
 As we move into Lent, I would encourage all 
of us to do something to help enrich and enliven this 
wonderful season that we call Lent. 
 

 And I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
 
Joel 
  
P.S. If you haven’t already obtained a Lenten devotional book from church, I 
would encourage you to do so.  They are a wonderful resource for all of us. 
 



 

 

In the Name of Religion 
 

Recently I had a conversation with a good friend 
who questioned why it is that a church needs to have a 
stewardship campaign and, after having one, wanted to 
know what the money is for. This person has never been 
associated with organized religion and, in fact, questions 
the purpose of it at all. I will say this about this individual; 
he is in fact a very principled person, who cares deeply 
about family, friends and those less fortunate. In his life he 
lives the golden rule and, although he may not know it, 
lives in a manner very compatible with the teachings of 
Jesus. 

I explained to my friend that it is necessary to get a 
sense of commitment from our membership in order to pay 
our staff, maintain our facilities and support those in need, 
within and outside our membership. We must operate on a 
budget just like private individuals and any other for-profit 
or non-profit organization must do. Our church exists not to 
employ clergy, but to support the community of people, 
which is our church, to enhance their lives in what Stephen 
Covey has called the 4 dimensions of the 7th habit, 
“Sharpening the Saw”. These dimensions are: spiritual, 
mental, physical and social. We also exist to help make this 
world a better place for those less fortunate. Reverend Rob, 
our Benevolence Committee, our many selfless volunteers 
and our generous financial contributions have combined to 
provide an outreach that goes well beyond the borders of 
Ozaukee County and is something we have a right to be 
proud of. 

By the way Stephen Covey, in his “Forward” to his 
internationally best-selling book, The Seven Habits of 
Highly Effective People, states that his findings are not 
original, but that he found the principles he writes about 
were already discovered and documented in historical works 
such as the Bible, the Torah and the Quran. Through 
extensive research, he simply identified time-honored and 
known principles, which when practiced, make people more 
effective. His teachings are focused on providing people 
with not only the knowledge, but also the tools with which 
to practice them. Good principles, he found, are at the root 
of all the major religions of the world. 

Organized religions get a bad name because the 
good that is done by Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, 
Christians, et al is not something that gets reported. It is 
not what makes the news. What does make the news is 
what people do, in the name of religion, which violate the 
tenets of every religion with which I am familiar. They use 
organized religion as a vehicle to promote extreme and 
patently false interpretations, which justify their own 
warped visions. Many people today consequently are 
skeptical of organized religion and have chosen, as a result, 
to ignore it. However, this 
decision has often been made 
without the due diligence of 
ever having given organized 
religion a chance. 

 

Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 

 

There is a very interesting person 
hanging around downstairs in Joyous 
Journey. Here’s what we have figured 
out about him so far: 
He is about 24 years old with glasses and 

red hair.  Our best guess is that he is 
about 5’10”. 
 

• Based on the empty cups we find downstairs, he 
loves McDonald’s Coke! 

• A few of us have even spotted him with a furry 
accomplice, Wally, a wiener dog.  

• We hear that when he is not hanging out 
downstairs, he works for a company that live-
streams video games. 

• We have learned, through sources, that he recently 
became engaged to a lovely computer programmer 
named Christa. 

• Our sources have also discovered that he has been 
working with youth and kids in church settings 
since he was in high school. That’s not surprising: 
his dad, we hear, is a pastor. 

 
His name is David, but when he was younger, he also went 
by the aliases, DW, D, and Dubz. 
 
He seems to really know the Bible and love our kids, but he 
also seems lonely at times!  Seems like he could use some 
help. . . 
 

Want to learn 
more about this 

special guy  
and the work he 

does with our 
kids?  

Join David as a 
volunteer in 

Joyous Journey! 
 

 

       

Who Is That? 



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP OUTING 

Friday, March 17 

Destination – 

 Gibbsville General Store 
We will meet at the church at 9:30 and car pool to 
Gibbsville General Store in Sheboygan Falls, where they 
have “Almost Everything, For Almost Nothing.”   Then 
we will have  lunch in Sheboygan at Il Ritrovo, a wood-fired 
Neapolitan pizzeria, wine bar, deli, and Italian grocery.  
Plus there is the Victorian Chocolate Shoppe right next 
door, which is renowned for its chocolate-covered 
raspberries!  Further details and directions forthcoming.  if 
you are interested in participating in this fun journey, 
please sign the sheet in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

 
    Celebrate Pi(e) Day on 

Sunday, March 12. 
    Make your favorite pie 

and bring it to church to 
share after the 10:00 

    service! THEN. . . .  
 sample as many pies as you can possibly  
 hold.  You’ll be amazed at the array of  
 delicious creations from our congregation. 
                                         YUM!! 
 
 
 

 
The Board of Membership will 
be sponsoring a Potluck 
Dinner in Fellowship Hall on 
Thursday, March 23 @ 6:30. 
Our last potluck dinner in 
October was great fun with 
over 40 church members 
attending.  All current 
members and friends of OCC 

are welcome to attend (including children).  And this is a 
great opportunity to invite guests/friends who might be 
interested in membership in OCC. The TV in Fellowship Hall 
will be tuned in to the “March Madness” NCAA games for 
anyone who is interested in watching.    If you would like to 
attend, please sign the sheet in Fellowship Hall.   

Deadline to sign up is Sunday, March 19. 
 
 

 
 
 

March 1 @ 7:00 
 

 

 
 

The season of Lent begins next Sunday, and 
we get the season started right with a great 

Spiritual Sing-Along 
Next Sunday, March 5, 5:00 p.m.  

in the sanctuary 

With vocalist Laura Snyder and 
pianist Michael Wininsky 

"Swing Low" • "Precious Lord" • "I'll Fly Away" 
~ And many more favorites! ~ 

Free and open to the public • Bring a friend! 
 
 

Then, for the remaining five Sundays of 

Lent, join us for a casual, contemporary, 

and contemplative experience of worship 

and learning. 

We’re calling it...  
 

The Approach: 

Relational 

Experiential 

Applicable 

Learner-Based 

 

The Themes: 

Radical Hospitality 

Fearless Conversation 

Genuine Humility 

Divine Anticipation 

 

March 12, 19, & 26 plus April 2 & 9 

5:00–5:45 p.m. in the sanctuary 
 

We’ll sing, pray, learn, reflect, and discuss 

together.  

Come as you are, and bring a friend! 

Free and open to the public. 

 



Once again people from Ozaukee 
Congregational Church will provide a meal 
for participants at the MacCanon Brown 
Sanctuary for the Homeless. The date 
is Friday, March 24.  Volunteers are 
needed to prepare Sloppy Joes or bake 
cupcakes. For more information, or if you 
are able to help, please call Beulah 

Erickson at 264-242-5045, or send an email to her at 
erikmequon@aol.com  
 
 

Have you visited OCC’s 

“Little Library” lately? 
There’s a beautiful wooden cabinet in the  
southeast corner of Fellowship Hall containing  
a terrific assortment of inspirational books.   
They’re free to borrow – or even to keep,  
if you like!  We just ask that you consider 
leaving an appropriate book behind every  
once in a while.  It’s a simple “take a book,  
give a book” honor system.   
    Please use this free resource to enrich  
         your own spiritual nourishment. 

 

 

FLOWERS  

FOR EASTER 
If you would like to help defray 
the cost of our flower decorations 
for Easter, please sign the sheet in 
Fellowship Hall and include your 
dedication (in memory of/in honor 
of).  For a $15.00 donation, you 
may take an arrangement home 
with you following the 10:00 
Easter Service.  Please leave your 
check (with “Easter Flowers” marked in the memo 
section) in the envelope attached to the signup sheet. 
 
 

 
The Nominating Committee 
proposes the following changes 
to the OCC Constitution, to be 
voted upon at the April 18 
Annual Meeting of the 
congregation: 
 

"ARTICLE IV – ORGANIZATION 
 
C1. The Board of Deacons consists of a minimum  
 of six members. . .  
C7. The Board of Membership and Events consists  
 of a minimum of six members. . . " 
 
These two changes are intended to set a baseline of six 
members per Board, while allowing for more than six Board 
members when the need arises without needing to change 
the Constitution. 
 

Why is there a  

Transitional Steering Committee? 
The Transitional Steering Committee was instituted 

in November, 2016, to work with the interim minister and 
intentional interim process to help us to become more 
aware of who we are and who we want to be - to 
determine where our church is and where it is going. 
The Committee meets monthly and focuses on. . . . 

• Coming to terms with the OCC’s history 
• Establishing a new identity 
• Identifying leadership and decision making 

concerns 
• Establishing denominational relationships 
• Committing to new leadership and direction 

Some of the tasks are (1) to work with the interim 
minister on concerns within the congregation, (2) to 
conduct personal interviews with members of the 
congregation to identify issues and establish goals, (3) to 
determine, with the congregation, ways to meet these 
goals, (4) to share information with the Search Committee 
and Church Council, and (5) to monitor the progress 
towards determined goals of the congregation. 

Since the first of the year the Committee has 
interviewed members of the congregation regarding, among 
other things, what we are grateful for, what we are sorry 
for, significant moments in the life of this congregation, 
weaknesses and strengths of the church and leadership, 
where we want to be in five years, what should be our 
focus, etc.  Responses are discussed, compiled, and shared 
with the Church Council and Search Committee. 

This process will continue, and we hope all members of 
the congregation will have the opportunity to participate.  If 
you have questions, thoughts, comments … PLEASE feel 
free to talk to any members of the Transitional Steering 
Committee listed below (your input is what this is all 
about!) …….. 
 Lesley Coulter  Micki LeTourneau 
 Christine DeMuth Kathryn Lukanich 
 Jim Kuist  Sarah Peksa 
 Carol Larsen  Sue Peksa 
 Yasmin Leischer Sue Ann Walczak 
  

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
 
OZAUKEE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
JANUARY 2017 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

 

JANUARY RECEIPTS         $17,270 
PREPAID 2017 PLEDGES 

RECEIVED IN DECEMBER                 45,203 
             62,473 

 EXPENDITURES          (16,017) 
            $46,456 
EXCLUDING THE ACCOUNTING ENTRY 
 FOR PREPAID PLEDGES, 
 JANUARY RECEIPTS EXCEEDED 
 EXPENDITURES BY $1,253. 
 

QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT  
DICK DIEFFENBACH, TREASURER 
 
 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

MP3 (Praise • Prayer • Proclamation) 
Sundays, 10:00 in Fellowship Hall 

MP3 will meet on all four Sundays in March! ☺ 

 
ROB @ THE ROASTERY 

Looking to catch Rob—to get a form signed, ask a 
question, sign up for an activity, or just chat? He’s at 
the Cedarburg Coffee Roastery on Wednesdays after 
school, 3:00-4:30. 
 
PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 

Snax, devotions, games, & discussions  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7-8:30p in Fellowship 
Hall  
 • March 8 & 22 
 • April 5 & 19 
 • May 10 & 24 
 
BOOK SORTING AT NEXT DOOR 

Monday, March 13 

Text Rob at 414-688-8991 to reserve your spot! As 
always, he can pick up kids at CHS/CPAC at 2:45. 
We’ll be on-site at Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a 
Kopp’s stop for dinner, he’ll get kids home ~7:00. 
 
WCA SPRING YOUTH RETREAT 

Fri.-Sat., April 28-29 at North Shore 

It’s the last WCA youth event until camp, so don’t miss 
it! Sign-up details will be available very soon. Watch 
your email, or check the “WCA Youth” Facebook page 
or Twitter feed. 
 
WCA CAMP, 2017: “ONE LOVE” 

Sunday-Saturday, July 9-15 

All the details, information, and forms are available 
now on the newly-redesigned wiscongregational.net. 
(Special thanks to OCC’s own Emily Campbell, who 
redesigned the site! Emily is the WCA webmaster, and 
she also happens to be 
this year’s Camp 
Administrator.) For the 
first time ever, you can 
register and pay 
entirely online.  
No need for printouts, 
envelopes, stamps, etc. 
To save $100, 
register by May 1. 
 
 
 
 
 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

BAGS OF LOVE DUE BACK BY MARCH 5 
Let’s make sure all the bags are back (please place them in 
the chancel area, near the communion table) by Sunday, 
March 5. The bags and their contents will go to the 
Nehemiah Project in Milwaukee and Advocates of Ozaukee 
County. 
 

40 DAYS • 40 ITEMS 
Wednesday, March 1 is the first day of Lent.  We have a 
challenge for you! Each day of Lent, remove one item 
from your closet or home that you no longer wear or need. 
We will provide a trash bag for you to fill and a calendar to 
mark off the forty days. Bring in your filled trash bag to the 
bins in Fellowship Hall on Easter Sunday (or one of the next 
two Sundays thereafter). We will sort the items and 
distribute them to local organizations in need. What a 
wonderful way to “share” instead of “depriving” yourself 
during Lent.  
Suggestions: 

� Items of clothing (new or gently used) 
� Men's underwear or socks (new) 
� Journals, notebooks, pens 
� Books (for adults or children) 
� DVDs or CDs 
� Toiletries 
� Money (last resort) 

 

30 HOUR FAMINE TOTAL: $3,160 
“Team OCC” raised enough to feed, clothe, educate, 
immunize, and otherwise care for six kids in the developing 
world for a whole year! Thanks to those who fasted, and to 
those who donated to this worthy cause!  
 

 “SOUPER SUNDAY” RAISES $596 
That’s just about the right amount to continue our 
sponsorship of Wondimu Aseffa for another year. 
Wondimu is our 10-year-old Compassion International 
buddy in Ethiopia. OCC has sponsored him since 2010. 
Huge thanks go out to our soup/chili chefs, 
servers/scoopers, all who helped with set-up and clean-up, 
and everyone who attended and put donations in the 
Plexiglas box. 
 

HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY 

Saturday morning, March 18 
The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

FAMILY SHARING 

Monday evening, March 27 
We start gathering at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 5:30, 
we’ve been given our instructions, and we’re diving into 
work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

 

 


