
 

            
           

March Events 
 

CARD NIGHT 
Friday, March 9 

7-9 pm 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

March 11 
 

 
 

LENTEN  
LESSONS @ CAROLS 
Sunday, March 18 

10:00 
(No 8:30 Service) 

 

“So, Whatever 

Happened with Those 

Small Groups?” 
 

Late last fall, your Transitional Steering Committee 
determined that it could be helpful to offer some small 
group experiences for the congregation during these 
days of transitioning. 

Four groups were formed, each being facilitated by two members of the TSC. 
(Transitional Steering Committee) They met at different times, on different dates, and 
various days of the week to give you, as a congregation, choices if you chose to 
participate.  The average attendance in each group seemed to be around 8 people – 
multiplied times 4 groups for a total of approximately 32 of you participating. 

I created a curriculum specifically for these sessions.  The four topics that were 
the focus were 1) Where Have I/We Been?  2)  Where Are We Now?  3) Where Are We 
Going?  4) Our “With God Life.”  Each of the four sessions had some specific questions that 
become the focus of discussion.  There were two primary purposes with these groups.  The 
first was to get folks together in an informal setting and get to know one another a bit 
better through sharing.  The second was to give people opportunities to share their 
thoughts, feelings, perceptions, and ideas around the four areas addressed in the 
curriculum. 

In each gathering one of the leaders took notes. (confidentially – no names have 
been shared – no “who said what”) What follow is an attempt to summarize the notes 
taken in each group and to highlight both our strengths and areas of concern. 

• Perhaps our strongest asset is the great sense of “family” that permeates this 
congregation.  People have a strong sense of belonging to one another and being 
“known.” 

• Another huge asset is the congregation’s involvement in mission endeavors: 
Family Sharing, Hope House, Mission Trips, Advocates, Nehemiah Project, etc. etc. 
etc. 

• There is overwhelming appreciation and support for the ministry of Rob 
Fredrickson and all he does for the church.  And with that comes some concern 
about diminishing numbers of children who will one day be “our youth.” 

• Deep appreciation for the ministries of former pastors: Dick Buchman, Gordon 
Sorenson, (interim) and Jim McKenzie. 

• Concerns were expressed for people who have “left” the church and/or those who 
are out there “waiting to see what happens.” 

• Even though the frequent mantra has been “we need young families with 
children,” others recognize that we can also be a place for people of any and all 
ages. 

• What are the best ways for us to “market” our church?  How can we do a better 
job of letting people know we’re alive and well and here and doing good things. 

• Are we willing to embrace/welcome changes in order to reach out/appeal to 
people who are looking for a church home?  Or do new people need to “take us as 
we are?” 

• What exactly does “free thinking” mean?  Anything goes? 
• Do we take seriously the “ministry of the laity” or do we rely primarily on the 

professional staff? 
As you will note, there were some significant issues discussed but not necessarily 
answered.  It is important for us to continue to be in dialogue with one another about who 
we are and what kind of a church we believe God continues to call us to be.  I’ll look 
forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 

In Christ’s Love, Joel



   
 
 

Have Faith 
 

At our 10:00 AM service on January 28, following 
Reverend Joel’s sermon, one of our long-time members 
leaned over to me and said, “I’m going to miss him” 
referring, of course to Joel.  My response: “That’s good!”, 
meaning it is good that Joel has provided that sort of 
impact.  I also added, “I will miss him as well.”  I don’t 
think any better compliment can be paid to Joel.  He has 
and will continue to positively impact our spiritual lives.  He 
has helped us immensely during this time in OCC’s life, this 
time of transition.  God played a big part in bringing him to 
us, as He will have in bringing us our next senior minister.  
Joel prayed long and hard before accepting our offer to lead 
us during our interim period.  In the end he felt called upon 
to lead us, accepting the fact that leading our congregation 
for a relatively short period would prove disruptive to he 
and his wife, Jan.  However, he still accepted this call and it 
will be, not with some difficulty, that he will he say “good-
bye”.  When that time comes, he will know that he has 
done what he was called to do:  to help our church reflect, 
heal, and prepare for our next chapter.  He can also be 
assured that he has provided first class pulpit and pastoral 
ministry. 

The attendance was very good at our 
Congregational Meeting held January 21, following our 
10:00 AM service, so most of you should know that the 
Search Committee, had interviews, via Skype, with 3 
candidates who were brought to the committee by 
Vanderbloemen Search Group (VSG).  You would also know 
that the committee felt that, after the interviews, they still 
had three serious candidates to consider.  That is a good 
thing.  It means that the committee and VSG are on the 
same page.  It also means that our committee has their 
work cut out for them.  Knowing who is serving on this 
committee, I have every bit of confidence that they will 
make the right choice. Still, I know that each and every one 
of them feels the burden thrust upon them to make sure 
they choose the right person to present to our 
congregation.  I also have heard from many in our 
congregation who are worried about the future.  To them, I 
would like to say, “Have faith.”  In our 34-year life as a 
worshipping community, we have weathered a number of 
similar “storms”. It is these challenging times that help 
define who we are and to appreciate what we have in our 
close-knit congregation.  In Reverend Rob’s devotional, 
found in the January 28 bulletin, he shared with us these 
words from Matthew 6:31-34 (NRSV): 
 

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or 
‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the 
Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But 
strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. 
“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring 
worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 
 

Dan Dedrick, Moderator 

Joyous Journey 

Luck or Miracle 
During the month of March, we 
celebrate St. Patrick's Day. We 
will hear phrases like "Irish 
Luck" or the "Luck of the Irish." 
 

In Joyous Journey we will 
discuss the concept of LUCK versus FAITH.  To 
honor the upcoming Easter season, we will be 
highlighting some of Jesus' many miracles that 
focus around lessons of faith. Stories such as: 

·       Jesus Stops A Storm 
·       Jesus Walks on Water 
·       The Story of The Blind Man 
·       The Story of Lazarus 
·       Water into Wine 
·       Five Loaves and Two Fish 
 

Continue the journey by attending on Sunday, 
March 25th for our traditional ‘Easter Egg Hunt.'  
  
For more information or to find out how to get 
involved contact Leona at:  

ChildrensMinistry.OCChurch@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

March 25 – April 1 
 

Palm Sunday, 2 Services – 8:30 & 10:00 
Easter Egg Hunt (for all ages) – 11:00 
Maundy Thursday Service - 7:00 p.m.  

Good Friday Service - 12:00 Noon  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Easter Celebration Services  

8:30 & 10:00 



March OCC 

Women's 

Fellowship 

Mitchell Park 

Domes 

Thursday, 

March 15, 2018 

Tired of the weather?  Please come join the OCC Women 
when we warm up at the “Railroad to Wonderland,” 
Garden Train Show at the Mitchell Park Domes Desert, 
Tropical, and Floral show. 
Location:     Mitchell Park Domes 

524 S. Layton Blvd. 
Milwaukee, WI 

Time:            10:30 a.m. 
Lunch:          12:30 p.m. 
                     Iron Horse Hotel, 500 W. Florida St. 
Put the date on your calendar and sign up in Fellowship 
Hall.  Guests welcome!  The carpool will leave Bed, Bath, 
and Beyond in Mequon at 9:30 a.m.  Also, there is an $8.00 
fee for the Domes which must be PREPAID by Sunday, 
March 11th.  Contact Donna Parshalle at 262-242-0300 or 
Sue Lundsten at 262-377-0955 for more information. 

 

March 11, 2018 
Celebrate Pi(e) Day on Sunday, March 
11.  Make your favorite pie and bring 
it to church to share after the 10:00 
service!  THEN … sample as many 
pies as you want.  You’ll be amazed 
at the array of delicious creations 
from our congregation. 

 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Don’t forget to order your flowers for 
Easter.  For a $15.00 donation, you 
may take a flower arrangement home 
with you following the 10:00 a.m. 
Easter Service.  Just sign the sheet in 
Fellowship Hall and include your 
dedication. (in memory of/in honor of)  
Please leave your check (with “Easter Flowers” marked in 
the memo section) in the envelope attached to the sign-up 

sheet.           Deadline:  March 11, 2018. 
 

 

       Membership and Events  

       Presents...Card Night 
The Membership and Events board is  
collaborating with the Sheepshead group to 
provide a Card Night every other month on 
Friday night.  Sheepshead will still be  

available along with other card games such as Euchre, Gin, 
Hearts, Poker, Cribbage, and Bridge, or other games people 
might choose to play.  This event is for everyone!!  The first 
event will be held Friday, March 9th from 7-9 p.m. in  
Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to join the fun, please 
sign the sheet in Fellowship Hall. 

Annual Lenten Service of 

Lessons and Carols  

Sunday, March 18 - 10:00 
Featuring the OCC Choir plus professional 
orchestra, Bob Smith and Mary Campbell, 
narrators, Script by Mary Scheffel, and 
conducted by Sally Prodoehl.  We look 
forward to presenting this service to the 
congregation and hope that you will attend. 
 

What the Heck is Happening  

in Fellowship Hall??? 
Late last year, the Church Council commissioned a team to 
update our Fellowship Hall space. The team began by 
reorganizing and moving some items that are less 
frequently used to the Church basement, enabling more 
open space in the front entryway of Fellowship Hall.  Thank 
you to Sally Prodoehl, Gordy Gray, Kay Thompson, and 
Barb Read for their flexibility and ideas. The next step will 
be to draw up a design that will likely include new flooring, 
paint, and furniture.  We are thinking of this as updating 
our church’s “living room,” keeping in mind our desire to 
serve our current membership, be attractive to young 
families, and be versatile for multiple uses of the space.   

So how we will pay for these updates in a tight 
budget year?  Our plan is to come up with both a design 
and corresponding budget, share it with the congregation, 
and ask if there are members interested in stepping forward 
to provide funding for specific pieces (e.g. painting, 
flooring, furniture, furnishings). We will move forward with 
the design as we secure funding.  

We appreciate your patience 
and support as we make this great 
space even better. If you have 
suggestions, please use the 
suggestion bin located on the sign-up table.  
 

Onward! 
 

Chloe Barsch Rebekah Barsch Bill Krieg 
Leona Nelson Stacey Murray Mary Radtke 
Ellen Wilde Nancy Wilkinson  
 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
Ozaukee Congregational Church 

January 2018 YTD Financial Summary  
for OCC operating Account 

                                        1 Month 

                                 1 Month 2018                     Actual 
     Actual  Budget    2017 
Receipts - Pledges            $11,929      $16,000     $19,102  
Plate Collections & Other     2,281         1,375     1,369  
   Total Cash Received   14,210      17,375        20,471  
Disbursements              27,725      28,199       (16,091)
             (13,515)    (10,824)        4,380  
 

Negative Budget Variance for January     (2,691)  
Budgeted 2018 Budget Variance           (18,710)    
Projected 2018 Deficit                          (21,401) 
        
Questions, please contact Dick Dieffenbach,  
Treasurer 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

 MP3 SCHEDULE 
 Sundays, 10:00 in the Youth Room 
MP3 will meet on all four March Sundays, as we continue to 
explore Jesus’ “I am...” statements found in John.  
 
 PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP (“PF”) 

 Wed., March 7 & 21, 7-8:30p in the Youth Rm. 
Snax, devotions, zany games, and thought-provoking 
discussions. Why not bring a friend?!?  
 
 CONFIRMATION CLASS (gr. 7-8) 

 Sun., March 18, 4:30-6p in the Youth Rm. 
Don’t forget to bring your folder and your completed 
“Timeline of Your Life” handout.  

Other upcoming key dates 
 April 15: Final Confirmation Class session, 4:30-6 
 May 20: Confirmation Sunday, 10:00 
 
 WORLD VISION’S 30 HOUR FAMINE (gr. 3-12) 

 Friday-Saturday, March 2-3 at the 
 First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa 
Last call for joining the team—and 
for donations to support World 
Vision’s fight against global hunger! 
Scan this QR code or go to 
https://goo.gl/gZW6sR. Then, 
click one of the big orange buttons 
(one says, “Join Our Team” and the 
other says “Support Us”). Thank you, in advance, for your 
compassion and generosity! 
 
 AGAPE TABLE 

 Fellowship for college-age young adults  
On Tuesday, March 27, Rev. Julie Smith (North Shore 
Congregational) and Rob will meet college students for 
dinner near campus (North Ave. & Farwell area). If you, or 
someone you love, would like to be notified by text about 
this gathering, let Rob know! 
 
 HOSANNA MISSION TRIP 

 Saturday, June 16 – Friday, June 22 
We’ll be heading back to Hosanna’s campus near Cranberry, 
PA! If you are, or soon will be, 18 years of age or older, get 
right on your FBI fingerprinting and background check!  
 

 
 
 WCA CAMP (grades 3-12) 
 Sunday, July 8 – Saturday, July 14 
 at Mt. Morris Camp & Conference Center  
For registration materials and other details, go to 
wiscongregational.net/youth or find WCA Youth on 
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram! 
 
 

utreach pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

EASTER OFFERING FOR INTERFAITH 
This year’s Easter Offering will go to Interfaith 
Caregivers of Ozaukee County. This organization is a 
lifeline for many seniors struggling to do simple errands and 
keep crucial appointments amid mobility challenges. Watch 
for a special Easter Offering envelope in your worship 
bulletin on March 18, March 25, and April 1. 
 

UPDATED BENEVOLENCE BOX WISH LIST! 
 New men’s underwear & socks (Guest House) 
 New women’s underwear & socks (Advocates) 
 Toiletries of all sorts (Guest House & Advocates) 
 Plastic Sendik’s bags (Hope House) 
 Paper handle bags (Family Sharing) 
 Empty laundry jugs (Family Sharing) 

 

SOUPER SUNDAY RAISES RECORD $787 
 Our continued sponsorship of eleven-year-old Ethiopian 
Wondimu Aseffa is assured for the coming year! Our 
Compassion International buddy will receive food, clothing, 
schooling, and care throughout 2018.  
 Thanks to the nineteen Soup Chefs who each 
prepared and donated a "caldron" of deliciousness:  
 Mary Campbell Jan Davis 
 Christine DeMuth Gordy Gray 
 The Gventer family Linda Krieg 
 Gisela Kuist Kathy LaBarre 
 Carol Larsen Kathryn Lukanich 
 Cathy Mentzer Betsy & Matt Partridge 
 Rachelle & Thom Peters Mike Rehfeldt 
 Gail Roeder Nancy Sterkenburg 
 Anne & George Scannell Tammy & Terry Wiebe 
  Delores & Ed Wrathall 
 And thanks to the members of the Benevolence 
Board and the Board of Membership & Events who 
pooled their efforts for set-up, hosting, and clean-up. 
 Special thanks to our "Souper Scoopers" (servers) 
including volunteers from our MP3 youth program:  
Abby Gventer Caleigh Mentzer Shane Mentzer  
Elli Nelson Brian Rodd Eric Rodd 
   Sam Strohl 
 Finally, many thanks to everyone who braved the snow, 
winds, and slick roads—who brought warm hearts, ate 
heartily, and gave generously! 
 

THANK YOU FOR SHARING “BAGS OF LOVE!” 
Over 100 bags of groceries were brought to the sanctuary, 
many of them literally bursting at the seams! Half went to 
Milwaukee’s Nehemiah Project; the other half went to 
Advocates. Thanks for your generosity! 
 

HOPE HOUSE FOOD PANTRY: SAT., MARCH 17 
The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20, returning about 12:40. 
Contact Rob to reserve a spot for a “third Saturday!”  
 

FAMILY SHARING: MONDAY, MARCH 26 
We gather at Family Sharing at 5:15, and we wrap up at 
7:00. Contact Rob to sign up for any “fourth Monday!” 


