
  

                                                                
                                            

May Events 
 

Green Eggs & Ham 
Bruncheon 

Sunday, May 7 @ 11:00  
 

 

 
 

Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 14 

 

 

Youth Worship Service 
Sunday, May 21 

 

 

 
 

Begin 1 Service 
Sunday, May 28 

9:30

 

“Rich Wounds” 
 

On Easter Sunday there was lots of wonderful 
music in our worship services.  One of the hymns 
we sang was “Crown Him with Many Crowns.”  
There are many great hymns with great lines in 
them, but this is one of my favorites: “Behold his 
hands and side, rich wounds, yet visible above in 

beauty glorified.”  Wounds are nasty, painful, often ugly, sometimes slow 
to heal – so how can they be rich?  In the case of our risen Lord, they 
serve to identify that 1) this really is the Christ who was crucified, and     
2) the wounds demonstrate part of what he endured for our sakes. 

God, in Christ, absorbed the worst we could dish out and still 
continued to love us.  As the prophet says, “he was wounded for our 
iniquities, he was bruised for our sins, the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and with his stripes, we are healed.” (Isaiah)  Rich wounds! 

Some of the wounds we’ve received in life are self-inflicted, some 
wounds are caused by others, and some just happen because we’re 
human and life itself can wound us.  The real question becomes, “What do 
we do with our wounds?”  Some sort of treatment and cleansing usually 
leads to better healing.  Sometimes the wounds are so old and so deep, 
we can’t bring ourselves to deal with them.  Some of us wear our wounds 
like a badge of honor making sure anyone who will listen is aware of how 
much we’ve suffered. (or are suffering)  Some of us refuse to even 
acknowledge that we’ve been wounded so we soldier on trying to mask or 
deny the pain that we’re in.  We all cope with our woundedness in various 
ways – not always in healthy, life-giving ways.  And then there are those 
folks who are able to see their wounds as rich - great sources of wisdom 
and insight and understanding.  Certainly, there are wounds that leave 
scars, and those scars all have stories to go with them.  But a scar really 
signifies that healing has taken place – at least in the physical sense.  The 
body has done what it needed to do in order to repair 
the wound. (oftentimes along with needed assistance 
and prayer) 

For us the wounds on the Risen Christ serve to 
show us that redemption would not be possible for us 
without the price he paid on our behalf.  For the most 
part, you and I will never have to do what he did for us.  
We have made and will continue to make sacrifices in 
life, but not to the extent Jesus went to.  And some of 
those sacrifices could end up becoming “Rich Wounds.” 
 
I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Joel      



 

 

Annual Meeting 2017 
 

56 members of our congregation attended our 
Annual Meeting/Dinner, which was held at the Ozaukee 
County Curling Center on Tuesday, April 18.  Catered by 
Out and Out and organized by the OCC deacons, it was a 
good time for fellowship, conducting a little OCC business 
and reviewing our past year. 

Reverends Joel and Rob did their usual great jobs 
in their oral reports to the gathered group.  Joel shared a 
conversation he had with one of our congregants, who 
knowing that Joel was planning a trip to Minneapolis to visit 
with and help his father-in-law, Jack, asked him, “are you 
excited about going home?”  His answer, which was given 
at church following a service was; “I am home.”  That says 
a lot, doesn’t it? 

Rob reviewed our outreach and benevolence for  
2016.  He noted that our financial giving was down, which 
reflects our lower budget.  However, our participation in 
outreach programs was as high as ever.  Rob also pointed 
out that we are short on children and adolescents in our 
congregation and the resulting demographics reflect a trend 
that has been going on for years.  This has been 
emphasized for quite some time and should be a surprise to 
no one.  It is a challenge and will continue to be something 
we continue to discuss at the Council level.  If anyone has 
any thoughts on this matter, please feel free to share them 
with me, our clergy or any other Council member. 

As your moderator, I mentioned that I continue to 
be impressed by what our little congregation manages to do 
in terms of external as well as internal outreach.  The 
external outreach is what we do in support of organizations 
like Family Sharing, Advocates of Ozaukee County, 
MacCanon Brown and Next Door.  Internally, we do a 
wonderful job caring for those in need in our congregation.  
Much of this activity goes on anonymously; however, in my 
position, it has been my pleasure to learn of some of the 
selfless acts performed by these fine Christians. 

Included in the packet, (which, if you didn’t attend, 
I would recommend asking Kay for a copy) were reports 
from each of the boards:  Stewardship, Christian Education, 
Deacons, Membership and Events, and Benevolence, as well 
as a summary by our dedicated and gifted Treasurer, Dick 
Dieffenbach.  Each of these committees and Dick deserve 
accolades for the fine job they did in 2016, fulfilling their 
responsibilities. 

The slate of new board members and officers was 
approved.  Rebekah Barsch and her committee of Mary 
Radtke, Kerry Kraus and Peggy Tracy did a terrific job of 
filling the required openings with capable  
individuals, well-suited for the committees for  
which they were nominated.  

Thank you all for your participation in  
making Ozaukee Congregational Church the  
special place of worship, giving, celebration,  
learning and fellowship that it is! 
 

Dan Dedrick,  
Moderator 
 

What’s New in Joyous Journey?                                                  

 
As a follower of Jesus, Paul was 

passionate about traveling great distances to 
spread the Good News to as many people as he 
could. We are finishing our unit on Paul by 
exploring the many, many other ways that we, 
too, can be devoted followers of Jesus. 

The kids took home cardboard feet to 
help them track the ways they can be good 
disciples during a typical week. They also 
decorated banks to collect spare change. When 
their banks are full, they can donate them to a 
cause that they choose. 

 

See the Light! 
Don’t miss Joyous 
Journey’s special skit 
about Paul during our 
Youth Sunday service on 
May 21! 
 
 

       Join us in Joyous Journey 
               this summer for… 
      THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
              beginning June 4. 
 

 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
        

Ozaukee Congregational Church 

March 2017 YTD Financial Summary  
for OCC operating Account 

        
                                          3 Months                   Actual 
     Actual  Budget    2016 
Receipts - Pledges  $93,001    $102,075    $98,990  
Plate Collections     2,799         4,680     4,555  
   Total Cash Received   95,800     106,755   103,545  
Disbursements            (71,524)   (78,015)   (55,735)
            $24.276    $28,740    $47,810  
Net Negative Variance 2017  ($4,464)      
        
Help grow OCC (and its budget) – Bring a guest to a service 
Consider a bequest to OCC in your estate planning. 
        
Questions, please contact:      
Dick Dieffenbach, Treasurer 
 



 
 

A tour of the Lynden Sculpture Gardens is the 
focus of the Women’s Fellowship meeting on 

Friday, May 19th. 
We will meet at the gardens promptly at 10:15 
for a 90-minute tour led by a docent.  According 
to the brochure, “The Lynden Sculpture Garden 
offers a unique experience of art in nature 
through its collection of more than 50 
monumental sculptures sited across 40 acres of 
park, lake and woodland.” The cost is $12.00 per 
person with a minimum of 15 people.  We will 
have lunch at the nearby Silver Spring House. 
Please sign up for the tour and/or lunch and 
specify whether or not you plan to carpool, 
leaving Bed, Bath and Beyond at 9:30. 
 

SUNDAY SIGN-UPS: 
Please lend a helping hand 
by signing up to be a 
liturgist, greeter/usher, 
coffee hour host, acolyte 
and/or nursery helper.  Sign-
up on the white board in 
Fellowship Hall. 

                                                    Thanks, 
          Board of Membership & Events 
 

 
 

Spring Work and Planting Day 
Saturday, May 20  

@ 9:00 a.m. 
The daffodils are in bloom, also our 
beautiful Magnolia tree.  And many 
other plants are waking from a 
long winter’s nap.  What a welcome sight!  It’s 
time for spring cleaning.  Please come and help – 
bring a rake to spread mulch, trowel, weed 
digger, etc. and join the crew.  We may even 
wash some windows!  Many hands make the work 
go quickly.  
 

 

Dear Ozaukee Congregational Church,  

  Pastor Joel, and Prayer Shawl group,  

  Thank you  so, so much for praying 

  for our son, Matthias!  God not only  

  blessed us with him but with a wide  

 circle of family, friends, and people we  

 don’t even know who have prayed for us,  

 and cared for us.  It is a very wonderful feeling to  

 hear that you have been faithfully praying for us.  

 God has given us peace in trials with Matthias,  

 and that peace is only from Him.  Thank you  

 for praying for our peace and wellbeing,  and for  

 Matthias’ health.  He is doing so  much better now  

 that he is at home, and also doing regular  

 baby-like things like playing!   

 Thank you for your prayers, the absolutely  

 wonderfully knit baby blanket and the  

 comforting crocheted shawl for me (Lynn)!  

 Love, 

 J.J., Lynn, and Matthias Rice 

 Carolyn Herem’s  

 grandson-in-law, granddaughter,  

 and great grandson 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   

MacCanon Brown 

Homeless Sanctuary 

Meal Program 
 

Recently, eighteen people from 
Ozaukee Congregational Church prepared and/or 
helped serve food for over one hundred people 
at the MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary 
meal program.  The program, located at Locust 
and 18th Street in Milwaukee, is held each Friday 
afternoon.  We will be serving again soon, and 
will post in the bulletins what day that will be.  
If you are interested in participating in this very 
worthwhile program, please contact Beulah 
Erickson. 

Thanks to all who participated in this 
much-needed ministry: Dick and Dayle 
Dieffenbach, Gordy Gray, Karen Gventer, Cindy 
Helm, Carolyn Herem, Pat Hillman, Ginny Klatt, 
Linda Krieg, Kathryn Lukanich, Sue Lundsten, 
Nancy McGiveran, Donna Parshalle, Sally 
Prodoehl, Yolanda Rosales, Sue Ann Walczak, 
Rob Fredrickson, and Beulah Erickson. 
     

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 

 
LAST 2 MP3 SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR 
We’ll meet on May 7 & 14, 10am in Fellowship Hall, 
with the Sunday Funnies, the Quote of the Day, and 
of course a discussion of the day’s Bible passage. 
Children’s & Youth Sunday is May 21, and then the 
summer/9:30-only worship schedule begins on May 
28. 
 
LAST 2 PF MEETINGS OF THE YEAR 

We’ll meet on May 10 & 24, 7-8:30pm in Fellowship 
Hall, with snax, devotions, games, “Ripped from the 
Headlines,” and more! 
 
ROB @ THE ROASTERY 

Looking to catch Rob—to get a form signed, ask a 
question, sign up for an activity, or just chat? He’s at 
the Cedarburg Coffee Roastery on Wednesdays after 
school, 3-4:30. 
 
BOOK SORTING: MON., MAY 8 

Text Rob at 414-688-8991 to reserve your spot! As 
always, he can pick up kids at CHS/CPAC at 2:45. 
We’ll be on-site at Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a 
Kopp’s stop for dinner, he’ll get kids home ~7:00. 
 
HOSANNA MISSION TRIP MEETING 

Sunday, May 21, 11:15 in the sanctuary 

Whether you’re a Hosanna “veteran” or “rookie,” West 
Virginia will be a new adventure. Both trip participants 
and parents will need to know some new information 
and follow some new instructions. So this meeting is 
crucial. Please be sure to attend. 
 

 
IRREGULAR SUMMER WEDNESDAYS 

In the summer, no two Wednesdays are quite alike! 
Starting in June, look for a variety of mid-week youth 
gatherings and activities. Watch the Monday “e-news” 
emails, and the texts/emails from the “Remind” app.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

GREEN EGGS & HAM BRUNCHEON 

Sunday, May 7, 11:00 in Fellowship Hall 

Bring an appetizer or finger-food to share, or just 
come and sample from the mouth-watering array. No 
admission fee; all free-will offerings will benefit Next 
Door!  
 

USPS FOOD DRIVE: SAT., MAY 13 

Family Sharing has asked us to line up a “muscle” 
team for 4-6pm that afternoon. They expect to be 
inundated with donated groceries, and will need help 
with lifting, carrying, stacking, etc. Adults and youth 
are encouraged to contact Rob to sign up for this 
community service opportunity! 
 

HOPE HOUSE: SAT., MAY 20 

The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. We sort, stock, and serve as “personal 
shoppers” in the food pantry. Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

FAMILY SHARING: MON., MAY 22 

We start gathering at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 
5:30, we’ve been given our instructions, and we’re 
diving into work projects! We wrap up at 7:00. 
Contact Rob to sign up! 
 

MEXICO MISSION TRIP: CHRISTMAS BREAK! 

Money for airfare will be due early this summer, which 
is right around the corner, so the time to consider this 
opportunity is now. High school and college students, 
and able-bodied adults, are encouraged to pursue this 
adventure. Interested? Talk to Rob! 
 

THANKS FOR YOUR LENTEN GENEROSITY! 

� The Benevolence Board and the Pilgrim Fellowship 
youth group have sorted all the “40-40” donations, 
and they’ve been delivered to a variety of local 
organizations: Guest House, Family Sharing, 
Nehemiah Project, Next Door, and Salvation Army.   

� The Easter Offering will soon be tallied. Stay 
tuned for word on the total, which we’ll be giving to 
the MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary. Please 
check out mbsanctuary.org to learn more about 
this growing ministry! 

 

BENEVOLENCE BOX UPDATE 

Please continue to leave plastic Sendik’s bags, paper 
handle bags, and empty laundry jugs in the wooden 
Benevolence Box in Fellowship Hall. These no-cost 
items are very valuable at Hope House and Family 
Sharing! 

 

 

 


