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Limited Visibility 
 

For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will 
see face to face. 

— 1 Corinthians 13:12a (NRSV) 
 
We don’t yet see things clearly. We’re squinting in a 
fog, peering through a mist. But it won’t be long 
before the weather clears and the sun shines bright!  

— 1 Corinthians 13:12a (The Message) 
 

Though the weather this past week or so has been rather 
pleasant, you’ll recall that conditions were very different about 
10-14 days ago. On Sunday morning, April 15, we were hit with 
a late-season snowstorm. And then on Wednesday evening, 
April 18, we got another blast of the white stuff. Neither storm 
was long in duration. The snow came and went in a matter of a 
few hours. But it came fast and furious, at rates as high as an 
inch and hour. That rate of snowfall, coupled with wind gusts in 
excess of 40 miles per hour, led not only to messy roads but 
also to greatly reduced range of sight. Some spots in our area 
reported visibility of just 0.1 miles—essentially a whiteout. 
 

In our spiritual journeys, living day to day with limited visibility is 
part of discipleship. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, “do 
not worry about tomorrow” (Matthew 6:34). In writing to the 
church in Corinth, Paul said, “we see in a mirror, dimly.” And, 
according to James, we should have an “if the Lord wishes” 
attitude toward the future, noting that “you do not even know 
what tomorrow will bring.”  
 

It’s important, I think, to know what we don’t know. Oh yes, in 
this information age we have quick and easy access to an 
overwhelming amount of data on nearly everything—but not 
really on the future. Pundits and prognosticators make their 
predictions, but collectively they’re about as reliable as a coin 
flip. For all we know about the past and present—and it’s a 
lot—we know, with certainty, very little about the future. We 

undeniably lack God’s foreknowledge. We see only dimly. We 
have limited visibility. Over → 
At last Sunday’s Annual Meeting of this congregation, I was 
struck by Joel’s remarks. While his written report was contained 
in the packet of handouts, he went “off script” a bit in his oral 
comments. As he addressed his intention to retire this summer, 
he said, to the best of my recollection, something like this: 

“The time is coming soon when Jan and I won’t be 
among you. But I have complete faith that God is 
preparing the right person to come here at the 
right time to be your next Senior Minister.” 

 

His words brought to my mind that oft-quoted proclamation 
from Hebrews 11:1, 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 
for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Generally, now is the time of year when I simultaneously 
prepare for major summer events like the Hosanna Mission Trip 
and WCA Camp and begin making plans for the fall season. As 
one school year enters its home stretch, I customarily begin 
mapping out ideas for the first few months of the next. But this 
year feels different. I don’t know who my boss will be come 
September. And therefore, I don’t really know what the contours 
of my role will be on OCC’s staff. My visibility, beyond Joel’s 
tenure, is very limited. I see only dimly.  
 

But, in Paul’s words, “we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 
Corinthians 5:7). Joel’s faith in the eventual arrival of a 
not-yet-seen pastoral leader for OCC serves as an example for 
us all. Though we have only limited visibility, we ought not lose 
faith. Recognizing what we don’t know, we can continue to 
“walk in God’s ways, known and to be made known” (the Salem 
Church Covenant of 1629, and OCC’s Covenant of 1984). And 
I’m not just talking about the future of OCC. The same is true in 
each of our individual lives.  

Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will 
go to such and such a town and spend a year there, 
doing business and making money.” Yet you do not 
even know what tomorrow will bring. What is your 
life? For you are a mist that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the 
Lord wishes, we will live and do this or that.” 

— James 3:13-15 (NRSV) 


