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Food for the Hungry: 
By the Bowl, by the Bag, by the Buck 

 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 
 and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness 
 and your gloom be like the noonday. 

— Isaiah 58:9b-10 (NRSV) 
 

In recent years, February has become a rather food-oriented 
month here at OCC. No, I’m not referring the gluttony of the 
Super Bowl, nor am I alluding to Valentine’s Day chocolate. 
Instead, my focus here is on what we as a congregation do in 
February to help provide food to those in need.  
 

Kicking off the month, last Sunday was our annual “Souper 
Sunday.” About fifteen of you brought what I call “caldrons” of 
your finest soups and chilis to share during coffee hour. The rest 
of us simply showed up, allowed the array of flavors to delight our 
taste buds, and put free-will donations in the plexiglass box. 
Those donations will enable us to continue sponsoring 
twelve-year-old Wondimu Aseffa, our Compassion International 
buddy in Ethiopia. To all who prepared and brought soup or chili, 
and to all who made cash donations at this event, thank you! 
 

Meanwhile, our annual “Bags of Love” campaign is well underway. 
The PF youth group prepared one hundred paper bags, each with 
an attached, seven-item grocery list. You’ve been invited to take 
one or more bags, fill the bag(s) with the items on the list(s), and 
then bring them back to the sanctuary on or before February 24.  
 

Over >>> 

Those bags will be divided between Nehemiah Project in 
Milwaukee and Advocates of Ozaukee County. Thus, your 
generosity and strategic grocery shopping will help provide food 
for both “wayward” boys striving to get their lives back on track, 
and women and children who have fled from domestic violence. 
To all of you who filled, or will fill, one or more bags, thank you! 
 
And, later this month, I and a few others from our PF youth group 
will join our counterparts from other Wisconsin Congregational 
Association churches in doing World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. 
We’ll be fasting over a Friday-Saturday span on February 22-23, 
raising money and awareness for World Vision’s efforts to reduce 
starvation, hunger, and extreme poverty. While we in the U.S. 
face the ongoing challenges of poverty and homelessness, the 
circumstances in developing countries like South Sudan, Syria, 
Yemen, and many others are even more life-threatening.  
 
According to Bread for the World (bread.org), about 49 million 
Americans struggle to put food on the table, and one in seven live 
below the poverty line. While those statistics are both alarming 
and shameful, the realities for many in developing nations are 
even more dire. Again, according to bread.org, nearly 1.2 billion 
people—or about 16% of the world’s population—live on less than 
$1.25 per day. And, according to World Vision, 98% of the world’s 
undernourished people live in developing countries.  
 
Our participation in the 30 Hour Famine won’t eradicate global 
poverty, but we hope to make a meaningful difference for at least 
a few. And, there’s still time for you to contribute! I’ll happily take 
your cash or check (payable to World Vision), or you can make an 
online donation at 30HourFamine.org/team/21187. Simply 
click the orange “SUPPORT US” button.  
 
Isaiah 58 and many other scriptural chapters make clear our 
mandate from God to compassionately help those in need. There 
are many ways to help, many ways to love. This month, our focus 
is on food—by the bowl, by the bag, and by the buck.  


