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“More Truth and Light” 
 

We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 

blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s 

trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But 

speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way 

into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the 

whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament 

with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, 

promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 

— Ephesians 4:14-16 (NRSV) 

 

In the spring of 1620, the somewhat “rag-tag” group we now 

know as the Pilgrims was ready to set sail from Holland. The plan 

was to use two ships for the voyage—the Speedwell and the 

Mayflower—with the two ships sailing together to England for a 

brief stop, before continuing together onward to the New World. 

After arriving in England, however, the Speedwell was found to be 

less than sea-worthy. So almost all the passengers of both ships 

crowded themselves onto the Mayflower.  

 

But I digress. Back in Holland, Pastor John Robinson delivered a 

farewell address on the deck of the Speedwell, as it was about to 

set sail. He was not to be among the Pilgrims. As painful as it was 

for the 30-some members of his congregation to make this 

journey without their spiritual leader, they were but a minority of 

his flock. His responsibility was to remain behind, leading and 

nurturing the majority.  

 

Here’s a particularly noteworthy little section of his farewell 

address, with the most famous line bolded: 

Over... 

"I charge you before God and his blessed angels that you 

follow me no further than you have seen me follow Christ. If 

God reveals anything to you by any other instrument of His, 

be as ready to receive it as you were to receive any truth from 

my ministry, for I am verily persuaded the Lord hath more 

truth and light yet to break forth from His holy word.” 
 

Put simply, God isn’t finished revealing Godself to us—and, with 

God in charge, even the “old, old story of Jesus and his love” can 

be fresh and relevant for our time. In fact, it can be radical,  

transformational, and even revolutionary.  
 

But in our age, who speaks for God? We’re reluctant to dub 

anyone a “prophet” in the biblical sense of the word. We don’t 

really use the term “apostle” these days either. And we certainly 

don’t throw around the term “messiah,” nor should we. 
 

We do believe that God’s Holy Spirit still “speaks”—though not 

typically in an audible manner. So, when the Spirit speaks, and 

the message is indeed articulated out loud, from whose mouth 

does it come? As Congregationalists, we trust that the Spirit 

speaks to us and through us collectively—through the sometimes 

sloppy, often slow, usually inefficient discourse among members 

of a local church. The quintessential setting is a Congregational 

meeting like the one we’ll hold today following the worship 

service.  
 

We fully recognize that no one of us has the Spirit’s message 

entirely right. But we trust that, if we faithfully and prayerfully join 

together in deliberations, together we’ll get it mostly right—or at 

least closer to right than any one of us could get it individually. 

We each bring a unique perspective on what the Spirit is saying 

and doing among us, and our understanding grows in dialogue. 
 

Yes, there is “more truth and light yet to break forth from God’s 

holy word.” And as we “speak the truth in love,” we grow closer to 

Christ, the Head of the Body, the Head of the Church. Jesus 

himself promised, “For where two or three are gathered in my 

name, I am there among them.” (Matthew 18:20, NRSV) 


