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It’s a tie?!? 
 

...God is love.  — 1 John 4:8b (NIV) 
Love never fails.  — 1 Corinthians 13:8a (NIV) 

 
From a pulpit in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, I once explained to a 
congregation why I’m not a big soccer fan. Speaking in Spanish, I 
said, “Someone kicks the ball way over there, and they all run after 
it. Then someone kicks it the other way, and they all run after it. 
Two hours later, they declare it a tie. What kind of sport is that?” 
The thoroughly soccer-crazed crowd was only minimally amused. 
Thankfully, the rest of my remarks were more warmly received.  
 
We Americans are largely unaccustomed to things ending in ties. In 
fact, we go to great lengths to devise tiebreakers. Just to avoid 
ties, we’ve created overtime, sudden death, shootouts, single-game 
playoffs, and other “win or go home” scenarios.  
 
Some of us even get frustrated when we attend kids’ sporting 
events and realize that nobody is keeping score. One part of our 
brains certainly understands that the priority is to be gentle with 
fragile, young psyches. We embrace the goal of building kids’ self-
esteem, and not doing anything that might damage it. But another 
part of our brains reflexively yearns for a decisive outcome, a clear-
cut resolution, identified winners with whom to celebrate and 
identified losers with whom to commiserate.  
 
Ties in Major League Baseball are virtually unheard of (aside from 
the All-Star Game debacle of 2002 at Milwaukee’s own Miler Park). 
Ties in the NBA are non-existent. (According to Wikipedia, as many 
as six overtime periods have been needed to finish an NBA game, 
but a game can never end in a tie.) In the NFL, ties are rare, but 
they do occasionally happen.  
 
Such was the case this past Sunday, when the Packers and the 
Vikings clashed at Lambeau Field. It was a ragged game. Aaron 
Rodgers played on an injured knee. Minnesota’s place kicker  
missed three field goals. There were a number of dropped   

Over  

passes, and there were a number of conspicuous breakdowns in 
the secondary coverage of both teams. It was hot and humid, and 
players had to be rotated on and off the field more frequently than 
normal due to fatigue.  
 
After four quarters, it was tied—and after a ten-minute overtime 
period, it was still tied. By rule, that’s where the game ends. The 
Pack’s record stands, therefore, at one win, zero losses, and one 
tie. How that one tie will complicate Green Bay’s playoff outlook, 
come the home stretch of the season, is anyone’s guess.  
 
Ties can feel quite unsatisfying. (A tie game has been compared to 
kissing your sister.) And that’s true even beyond sports. In 
business, bids are taken and then one firm receives the contract. 
Candidates are interviewed and then one person gets the job. A 
dozen or more individuals run for president, and eventually one 
person takes the oath of office. (Remember all that went into 
breaking what amounted to a tie in the 2000 Bush-Gore election?) 
 
Spiritually, we need not ever worry about the ambiguities of a tie. 
There is One who is in charge, and it’s the Creator of the universe. 
There is One who we are called to serve above all else, and it’s God 
alone—not money, career, success, prestige, popularity, 
possessions, friends, or even family. In the words of Ephesians 4:4-
6, “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one 
hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” 
 
And, in the grand scheme of things, we can draw assurance from 
the two biblical statements printed near the top of this devotional’s 
front page. Amid forty years of wandering in the wilderness, I’m 
sure Moses occasionally wondered if God’s will would emerge 
victorious. I’m sure David wondered, too, as he hid from an 
enraged King Saul. Jesus may even have wondered, as he prayed 
in the Garden of Gethsemane on what we call Maundy Thursday. 
Surely many martyrs across many centuries wondered, too.  
 
But in the biggest of pictures, God simply doesn’t lose, and God 
doesn’t even finish in a deadlocked tie with anyone or anything. 
Whatever hardships we may encounter, God is actively engaged in 
the work of redemption, pulling victory after victory from the jaws 
of defeat—from the messes we make and the challenging 
circumstances that come our way. Always and everywhere, the 
truth remains: “God is love” and “love never fails.” Hallelujah!  


