
  

                                                                                                                                                                

October Events 
 

 
October 2 

 

 
 

 
Sunday, October 9 

11:15 
(No 8:30 Service) 

 

 
 

“TREATS FOR EATS” 
COFFEE HOUR 

Dessert Potluck 
Sunday, October 23 

The proceeds from our 
“treats will go to  

UNICEF 
 

 

Change – Transition - Transformation 

Some of you may recall that on August 14 and 

August 28 I preached sermons around those 3 
words: change, transition and transformation.  On 

the 14th we looked at the Exodus story and the 
metamorphosis God was doing with the Hebrews – 

delivering them from 400 years of bondage and 

guiding them on their journey toward the promised 
land.  On August 28th we read a story from the 

gospels (Luke 24) about what was transpiring with 
Jesus’ disciples after his crucifixion and resurrection.  In both stories people had 

to deal with changes, a period of transition, before God helped them be 
transformed.   

Sunday, October 9th, we are anticipating a specially called Congregational 

Meeting at shortly after 11:00 AM in the Sanctuary.  It’s an important meeting.  
Your presence is very vital.  Our Search Committee will be sharing with us the 

results of the survey that was done a while ago.  In addition to that, I will be 
sharing a synopsis of what it is you have called me here to do. 

Ozaukee Congregational Church is in a transition time.  Your faithful 

pastor of 13 years, Jim McKenzie, retired at the end of last year.  When a pastor 
leaves, regardless of the circumstances, congregations enter into a time of 

transition.  I have been called here as an Intentional Interim to facilitate this 
transition time with you and help prepare you for the transformation that God has 

already begun working on. 
The length of time that Intentional Interims serve varies from church to 

church depending on lots of factors.  At this point, we have a one-year covenant 

(contract) from June 2016 until June 2017.  At that point our church council and I 
will look at what has transpired, what still needs to be done, and what the next 

steps will be. 
In the meantime, we will be working on the various foci of the Intentional 

Interim processes.  This is a first for you and a first for me – so we are learning 

about this process together.  I will do the best job I know how to do, and I hope 
and pray that you also will continue to be faithful, engaged, and prayerful in this 

process. 
All of us need to keep in mind that this is 

Christ’s Church with a vibrant history and a wonderful 

future.  We exist to serve Him and all of God’s 
people.  And as we all heard last Sunday, (September 

18th) we are called to love God with our whole being 
and our neighbors as ourselves.  That’s at the heart 

of who we are.   
 

I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on 

Sunday. 
 

In Christ’s Love,   

Joel                      



 

 
 

THE GLUE THAT HOLDS  

US TOGETHER 
 

Being a small Congregational church in a large 

urban area has led to OCC having a diverse membership in 
terms of the geographic area that we cover.  We have 

members coming from Random Lake, Slinger, Fox Point, 
River Hills, Bayside, Milwaukee, West Bend and Glendale as 

well as the Ozaukee County burgs of Port Washington, 
Grafton, Cedarburg and Mequon.  This means that many of 

us know each other not from the communities within we 

live, but from the church in which we worship.  Having been 
a member since the beginning, I can state emphatically that 

this has consistently been the case. 
Despite this geographic Diaspora, we are an 

amazingly close congregation.  I credit this to the strong 

clerical leadership we have had, but also to the fact that we 
have an extremely participative membership.  At latest 

count we have 51 members serving on 8 standing 
committees.  We also have a couple of ad hoc committees: 

3 people on a marketing committee, and 4 serving on an 

architectural master plan committee, as well as 7 serving on 
a Senior Minister Search committee.  We also have another 

20 or so who regularly serve on outreach opportunities such 
as Hope House, Next Door and Family sharing and our 

various mission efforts.  When you add the numbers up this 
accounts for a very large percentage of our total 

membership. 

Thanks to our Membership and Events and Deacon 
Committees we have plenty of great social activities to bring 

people together.  Starting with our annual Christmas party 
in January, we have potlucks, the Annual Dinner in April, 

special activities like we had this summer with free concerts 

in Cedarburg and Grafton, a golf outing and our annual 
picnic in September.   There are also special after-service 

events like the Candy, Craft and Bake Sale, Souper Sunday 
and Pie Sunday.  And, if you are female, we have a 

wonderful Women’s Group (See Sally Prodoehl if you want 
to participate).  Oh, and I better mention, if you like to sing, 

Sally is always on the lookout for new choir members! 

We are a congregation that likes to worship, work 
and play together.  I have had the pleasure, over the years, 

of working on most of our standing committees as well as a 
few other special committees and, besides the good work 

that we have accomplished, I have also treasured the 

opportunity to get to know 
my fellow church members 

through these experiences.  
If you are a new member 

and looking for a way to 

get involved or to better 
imbed yourself in the OCC 

fabric, you can contact Rebekah Barsch, the chair of the 
Nominating Committee (currently there are openings on the 

Membership and Events, and Christian Education Boards) or 
Reverend Rob for outreach opportunities.   

 

Dan Dedrick, Moderator 

 

 
 

WELCOME TO JOYOUS JOURNEY! 
 

Come join us as we begin our year by learning 
more about Noah.  
 

During the next 5 weeks, we will  
 

• Sail around the world with a fun Noah 
trivia game 

 

• Build our own “arks” and decide what we 
NEED versus what we WANT to bring 
onboard 

 

• Learn about promises and 
what happens when we 
break them 

 

• And, most important, learn 
that God always keeps His 
promises to us. 

 
 
 
 

Kudos to the “Mommy & Me” Playgroup 
 

The “Mommy & Me”  playgroup 
made a large, generous donation 
of supplies towards the OCC 
School Supply Collection.  They 
really appreciate OCC’s space 
and the opportunity to meet 

here.  The kids and moms love it and they were 
happy to support this project and other projects 
that we might have.  They have also extented an 
invitation to any children and mom’s at OCC to 
come and join them.  They meet the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at 10:00. 
 

 



Attention, 

Women’s 

Fellowship  
October’s outing 
will be to West 
Bend on Thursday, 
October 20.  We 
will tour the 

courthouse and the old jail and grab a bite of 
lunch.  More details to be announced soon – 
watch your Sunday bulletins – but put that day 
aside for fall fun, food, and fellowship! 
 

WORLD 

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 2 
Try breads from around the 
world during coffee hour. 

World Communion Sunday is 
a celebration observed by 
some Christian denominations, taking place on 
the first Sunday of October, that promotes 
Christian unity. 

It began in 1936 in the Presbyterian 
Church and was adopted by the Federal Council 
of Churches in 1940.  Since then it has grown 
into an international ecumenical celebration of 
Christian unity.  It is a day when we mark the 
almost universal Christian practice of breaking 
bread with one another and remembering both 
the night of Jesus' betrayal, and of Jesus' 
sacrifice.   

World Communion Sunday should be a 
time of profound Christian unity, marked by our 
shared celebration of the Lord's Supper.  Come 
and celebrate World Communion at OCC on 
Sunday, October 2. 

 

 “New” Bible Study 
Starting on Wednesday, October 12th,  
Joel will be leading a Bible Study from  
10:30 – 11:30 in Fellowship Hall for 6  
weeks.  We’ll spend 2 weeks on Who and 
Where We Were; 2 weeks on Who and  
Where We Are Now; and 2 weeks on Who  
We Can Become and Where We Can Go.   
This study is open to any who would like  
to attend and have the time.  At the end  
of the 6 weeks we’ll discuss whether or  
not we might like to continue a study.   
If you have questions, please call the  
church office. 

 

 

Greetings from your  

Board of Trustees. 
 

One of the primary functions of the Board of 
Trustees is to help ensure the long-term 
financial viability of OCC.  With this goal in 
mind, the Trustees have been discussing ways to 
encourage contributions to OCC’s Endowment.  
Contributions to the Endowment are invested 
carefully and can provide income to the Church 
for years to come.  Any earnings from the 
Endowment’s investments can help us cover our 
expenses and reduce our dependence upon 
annual pledge donations. 
 
While we would certainly welcome and accept 
contributions to the Endowment at any time, we 
understand that the members of OCC are already 
providing generous support through annual 
pledge donations.  Given our current budgetary 
challenges, those contributions are very much 
appreciated and are clearly a higher priority at 
this time. 
 
One way to resolve the conflict between 
Endowment and pledge donations is for members 
to include OCC in our estate plans.  Legacies can 
be left to OCC for ordinary operating expenses, 
for specific purposes such as music or facilities, 
or can be designated for the Endowment.  Gifts 
to OCC from our estates don’t require current 
cash expenditures, so we can continue to 
prioritize pledge donations. 
 
Please consider including OCC in your estate 
plans.  If you are interested in leaving a legacy 
to OCC, please consult with your estate planning 
professional to ensure that your intentions are 
carried out.  The Trustees appreciate your 
willingness to consider ways you can help OCC 
remain financially viable for years to come. 
 
Thank You, 
The OCC Board of Trustees 

 

 
 

 



BOARD OF MEMBERSHIP 

AND EVENTS: 

OCC Annual Golf Outing a Big Success: 
Our OCC Annual Golf outing was held on September 
10th at Meekwon golf course.  Congratulations to the 
winning foursome of Craig and Mary Campbell and 
Evan and Denyl Hewes who will have their names 
engraved on the commemorative plaque hanging in 
Fellowship Hall.  There were also multiple event hole 
prize winners among the 18 golfers participating.  The 
rain held off just long enough for the golfers to finish 
their round and those present at the dinner were 
treated to the picturesque view of a double rainbow.  
God was definitely smiling down on us that day!   
Thanks to Denyl Hewes and Mary Scherer for 
coordinating this fun event and special thanks to 
Costco and The Milwaukee Brewers organizations for 
prize donations.  
  
Upcoming Fall and Winter Membership Events:   

• October 27th:  Pot luck dinner in Fellowship 

Hall, 7 PM.  Those 

attending are 

encouraged to invite 

guests.  Watch for a 

sign-up sheet to be 

posted in early October.  
 

• December 4th and 11th:  Holiday Craft and Bake 

Sale.  Baked goods and crafts available for sale 

in Fellowship Hall following the 10 AM service.  

Proceeds from the sales are utilized to fund the 

OCC Annual Christmas Party.  Contributions of 

baked goods needed for both services.  Watch 

for a sign-up sheet to be 

posted in early November.  

Also, if you are a crafter 

and are willing to donate 

items for sale, please 

contact Sonja Coster or Mary Campbell. 
 

• January 14th:  Save the date 

for the OCC Annual Christmas 

Party.  Location and time TBD.  

Watch for a sign-up sheet in 

mid-December.   

SUNDAY SIGN-UPS:  
Lend a helping hand this Fall by 
signing up to be a liturgist, 
greeter/usher, coffee hour host, 
acolyte and/or nursery helper.  
Sign-up on the white board in 
Fellowship Hall.   
 

 

Membership Moment:  
An OCC Players membership skit and information on 
OCC marketing efforts was presented at the worship 
service on Sunday, September 11th.  If you missed the 
service, here’s a re-cap of the message:  

• 75-90% of first time visitors to a church attend 

because someone invited them 

• The top two reasons previously unchurched 

people say they chose a church were:  

o 88-90% Pastor and church doctrine 

o 49% Friendliness of the church 

members 

• OCC marketing efforts since May:  

o Ads and informative articles placed in 

local newspapers 

o Development of an OCC banner that 

has been displayed at public 

membership events this summer 

o OCC website updated and increased 

presence on social media sites such as 

Facebook and Twitter with the hiring of 

Jeni Branum and Katie Radtke as new 

webmasters/social media coordinators 

for OCC 

o Development of new marketing 

materials including an updated OCC 

brochure which will be mass distributed 

to local zip codes and OCC business 

cards and pens which will be distributed 

along with the brochure to area 

community welcome wagons 

• Each and every one of us plays an important 

role in helping to grow membership.  Here’s 

some ways you can help:  

o Distribute brochures, pens, business 

cards (all available in Fellowship Hall) 

to family members, friends, neighbors, 

acquaintances who may be looking for 

a church.  Use the talking points in the 

brochure to tout the benefits of 

membership in OCC 

o Invited people you know to upcoming 

fellowship events or to help with OCC 

monthly outreach and service activities 

o Extend a warm 

greeting and 

friendly handshake 

to visitors either in 

church or during 

coffee hour       

 
 

 

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

SUNDAY MP3 PROGRAM 

Interactive, youthful Bible study 
Sundays, 10:00-11:00 in Fellowship Hall (grades 6-12) 
October is a five-Sunday month—and MP3 will meet 
on all five! We’ll continue our fall series, exploring the 
Old Testament book of Proverbs, gleaning nuggets of 
biblical wisdom for everyday life.  
 

CHILL-N-CHAT LOCATIONS 

Casual conversation + trivia! 
Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 (grades 6-12) 
Oct. 5 Chocolate Factory 
Oct. 12 Sal’s Pizza 
Oct. 19 Out-n-Out 
Oct. 26 Fiddlehead’s 
 

PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS 

Snax, devotions, discussions, & games!  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7:00-8:30                   
in Fellowship Hall (grades 6-12) 
• October 5 & 19 
• November 2 & 16 
• December 7 & 21 
 

WCA FALL YOUTH RETREAT AT OCC:    

NOV. 4-5 

Mark your calendar! The WCA has asked OCC to host 
a special Fall Youth Retreat for grades 6-12 on Friday-
Saturday, November 4-5. Youth and counselors from 
around the state will meet at OCC for games, worship, 
discussions, and other activities—and we'll just crash 
in our sleeping bags and continue the fun the next 
morning! Check-in begins at 6:30 p.m. on the 4th in 
Fellowship Hall. We’ll wrap up at noon on the 5th. 
Watch for further details and registration forms 
coming soon! 
 

LAST CALL FOR COLLEGE ADDRESSES 

If you, or someone you love, is in college, the church 
office needs an updated postal address and email 
address. Even if your info hasn’t changed since last 
year, please confirm your physical and electronic 
whereabouts by sending a quick email with your name 
and contact details to office@occhurch.org. Thanks! 
 

PAST DUE: ANNUAL 

CONSENT/ENROLLMENT FORMS 

Friendly reminder: The one-page form was due by 
September 30. If you haven’t yet turned one in for 
each of your children/youths, please do so 
immediately. The form is available in Fellowship Hall, 
on OCC’s Facebook page (click on the “Files” tab), and 
on occhurch.org (float over the “Children & Youth” 
header, and then click on “Youth”). Many thanks to 
those of you who have already taken care of this! 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

“TREATS FOR EATS” ON OCTOBER 23 

At OCC, we do both food and outreach really well! So 
you’ll want to mark your calendar for Sunday, October 
23. It’ll be our first ever “Treats for Eats” event! 
Here’s the scoop: Coffee Hour that day will be a 
dessert potluck—similar to what we’ve done in the 
past with soups and appetizers. You can prepare and 
donate a dessert, OR you can just show up and 
indulge your sweet tooth! A donation box will be on 
hand, and all free will contributions will go to UNICEF. 
So, the proceeds from our “treats” will help provide 
nutritious “eats” for hungry children around the globe! 
If you would be willing to bring a “treat,” please sign 
up with either Carol Argabright or Rob Fredrickson. 
 

BENEVOLENCE BOX WISH LIST 

Please continue to bring these “always needed” items 
to the wooden box in Fellowship Hall. These items are 
incredibly helpful at Hope House, Family Sharing, and 
the Guest House.  
 • Toiletries/personal care items    
         (hotel sizes are great!) 
 • Red plastic Sendik’s bags 
 • Paper handle bags from any store 
 • Empty plastic laundry detergent jugs 
 

ONGOING OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Questions? Want to sign up to serve? Contact Rob 
at rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 •  Book sorting at Next Door 
  Second Monday of the month, on site 3:30-5:30 
  (Carpool with Rob, 2:45 at Cedarburg High School.) 

 • Hope House food pantry 
  Third Saturday of the month, on site 10:00- 
  noon 
  (Carpool leaves OCC’s parking lot at 9:20.) 

 •  Family Sharing pantry and resale shop 
  Fourth Monday of the month, on site 5:30-7:00 
  (No carpool; meet at Family Sharing.) 
 

HOMELESS SANCTUARY MEAL:          

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 

Did you know that our Women’s Fellowship will be 
preparing a meal—for about a hundred!!!—on Friday, 
October 7? A few of them will be delivering and 
serving the meal at Hephatha Lutheran Church in 
Milwaukee, on behalf of the MacCanon Brown 
Homeless Sanctuary. And a few members of our youth 
group will help serve, as there’s no school for the 
Cedarburg district that day.  
 


