
  

              
           

October Events 
 

 
October 1 

 
Hymn Sing with  

Laura Snyder and 
Michael Wininsky 

Sunday, October 22 
@ 5:00 

 

 
 

Treats for Eats 
Desserts/Appetizers 

Contributions to go to 
UNICEF 

Sunday, October 29 
Coffee Hour 

 
For Every Child 

“For Everything 

  There Is a Season” 
 

One of the things we love the most about 
living in Wisconsin are the four definite 
seasons marked clearly by our weather.  
There are places in our great country 

where the seasons are less clearly defined and some people love 
that, but since both Jan and I grew up in the upper Midwest we 
prefer four clear, distinct seasons. 

Our lives too, are marked by seasons, at varying levels and 
in differing ways.  Childhood, adolescence, young adulthood, old 
age, vocational shifts, vacations, health issues, uncertainty about 
our future; all these and many more could be considered Life 
Seasons. 

Some of you this past spring, in the “Season” of Lent, 
participated with us in a Sunday evening series called, “Get Real.”  
We explored radical hospitality, fearless conversation, genuine 
humility, and divine anticipation.  It was a rich time for us. 

With that in mind, Rob Fredrickson, Michael Wininsky, and I 
will be doing a similar series in October and November called, “For 
Everything a Season.”  This will start on Sunday, October 22nd with 
a Hymn Sing featuring the wonderful Laura Snyder accompanied by 
the one and only, Michael Wininsky at 5:00 p.m.  Then the next 
four Sundays from 5:00 – 5:45 p.m. (October 29, Nov. 5, 12, 19) we 
will gather for contemporary praise and engaging discussion.  The 
basis for our worship/discussion/study will be Ecclesiastes 3. 

No matter what “season” we may be in, God is there with 
us.  And chances are, others are experiencing similar seasons in 
their own lives.  These Sunday evening gatherings can be a 
wonderful way for us to worship and grow together.  I hope you’ll 
make an earnest effort to be with us. 

In the meantime, I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on 
Sunday. (World Communion Sunday – October 1st) 
   
In Christ’s Love, 
Joel    
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 
 
Barb and I have been traveling much of the last month, visiting 
with family in Chicago and Oregon. We missed the annual picnic; 
the shredding event and, most of all, we have missed our church 
community!  We have worshipped at a couple of other churches 
along the way and, though we found inspiration and renewal at 
both churches, we still wish we could have been present at OCC. 
 
Although we have been away physically, I have kept tabs and 
have been in communication with fellow members on several 
important initiatives: 

� The Capital Campaign.  With a goal of $135,000, we 
have raised $77,000 in pledges.  This has been done with 
the solicitation of about 15 giving units.  If you have not 
been called, don’t be concerned, each of our giving units 
will be contacted personally by one of our capital 
campaigners.  I want to thank those who have already 
committed and I look forward to the anticipated 
generosity of the rest.  I am confident that we will meet 
our goal and, when everything is said and done, we will 
have our facilities looking better than ever. 

� Senior Minister Search.  With Pastor Joel, we have 
been in great hands since he began his service to our 
congregation in June of 2016.  He has helped us heal and 
has prepared us for our next senior pastor.  While Joel 
has helped us through this transition, our Senior Minister 
Search Committee has been working hard, surveying our 
congregation, and creating a church profile as well as a 
description of what we are looking for.  They have 
solicited for candidates through the NACCC and the WCA 
and, though they received some interest from applicants, 
none have been a good fit.  So, the decision at the 
Council level was made to employ the services of 
Vanderbloemen Research Group of Houston, Texas, a 
national pastoral search firm to help us in our quest.  We 
will endeavor to keep the congregation informed as we 
progress.  

� Marketing OCC.  A couple of months ago, John Murray 
approached the Church Council with a suggestion that he 
had some ideas on how we might be able to introduce 
people to what Ozaukee Congregational Church could 
offer to them in terms of a place of worship.  John is an 
advisor for Thrivent Financial, a Christian-based 
organization, dedicated to helping people make good 
financial decisions.  After fear of death and public 
speaking, financial concerns often surface among the 
things that concern people most.  So, what John has 
proposed is a series of activities designed to help people 
with making good financial decisions and using OCC as a 
venue to do so.  By getting people to OCC, we have the 
opportunity to make people outside of our congregation 
aware that we exist and to let them know who we are (it 
is amazing how many people drive by on Highway W, 
Lakefield Rd. and I-43 and do not have a clue of who we 
are!), while providing some financial guidance.  And, of 
course, these events are open to our membership as 
well!  Please see John’s article 
in this newsletter, providing 
more information. 

 
I look forward to seeing you at church! 
 

Dan Dedrick,        
Moderator     
 

 
Joyous Journey Begins  

at the Beginning! 
 

 As we begin a new Sunday school year, it seems 
only right that we start at the beginning—
Creation! God’s creation is filled with so much 
wonder and mystery! 
 

Did you know: 
• The sun is one of 200 billion stars in our 

galaxy. 
• There are 9,865 different species of birds 

on earth. 
• We have explored only 5% of our world’s 

oceans. 
• One gram of soil has about 5,000 to 7,000 

different types of bacteria. (eww!) 
• It takes about 1,000 years to make an inch 

of soil. 
 

The universe is truly an example of one of God’s 
miracles! During our 5-week unit on Creation we 
will use art projects, games, and 
outreach projects to learn about 
the wonders of our world and to 
remind us of the importance of 
caring for all of God’s creation. 
  

 
Just in time for the changing leaves 

 The nature trail that loops the northern half of  
 the church grounds is now re-cleared and re- 
 opened. A huge “thank you!” goes out to Craig 
 Campbell, who devoted the lion’s share of a 
 beautiful Saturday afternoon to this project.  
 Before church, after church, or anytime, check it  
 out. It’s beautiful, and quite relaxing. You can 
 make the stroll in about five minutes, but bird  
 and wildflower lovers will want to invest a bit 
 more time. ☺ 

 



The Women’s 
Fellowship  
October 19 
(Thursday) 

will include lunch at 
11:00 - 11:30 at The 
Perc Place restaurant 
in the Hartford, Holy 

Hill area.  Afterward, all who would be 
interested will go to Monches Farm in Hubertus.  
Exact times for carpooling and lunch and further 
details will be in Sunday bulletins.  Questions?? - 
see Cathy Pabst. 

 

Golf Outing 
Saturday October 7th 
Mee-Kwon Golf Course 
Start time 2:30 p.m.  

Dinner 5:00 
Come for golf and dinner or 
just dinner.  If you are 
interested in joining us, and having a 
WONDERFUL TIME, please sign-up in Fellowship 
Hall. 
 

“Re-” 
ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITY 
 

For you, “Re-” could mean reaffirmation of beliefs 
long-held but not recently dusted off and re-
examined. It could mean rediscovery of certain 
theological ideas you first encountered earlier in life. It 
could mean reinforcement of your faith, and 
recommitment to being a follower of Jesus. Or, it 
could mean revision and re-shaping of certain 
understandings. Go ahead and jump in, even if you 
missed the first session! 
 

Two more Tuesdays, in Fellowship Hall: 
 

Session 2 of 3: Oct. 17, 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Protestantism & Congregationalism 
 

Session 3 of 3: Nov. 14, 7:00-8:30 p.m.  
OCC, Personal Spirituality, & Your Own Beliefs 

 
PICTORIAL 

DIRECTORY  

IN THE WORKS!! 
Pictures of the church members 
and friends will be taken on Sundays during the coffee 
hour.  Contact information will also be updated at that time.  
There is also the option of submitting your own photo and 
contact information electronically.  
 

WORLD  COMMUNION 
Sunday, October 1, 2017 

 

Try breads from around the world 
during coffee hour … 

 
World Communion Sunday 
is a celebration, observed 
by some Christian 
denominations, that 
promotes Christian unity.  
It takes place on the first 
Sunday of October. 
 

It began in 1936 in the 
Presbyterian Church and was adopted by the 
Federal Council of Churches in 1940.  Since then 
it has grown into an international ecumenical 
celebration of Christian unity.  It is a day when 
we mark the almost universal Christian practice 
of breaking bread with one another and 
remembering both the night of Jesus’ betrayal, 
and of Jesus’ sacrifice 
 

World Communion Sunday should be a time of 
profound Christian unity, marked by our shared 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 

 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
 

Ozaukee Congregational Church 
August 2017 YTD Financial Summary  

for OCC operating Account 
                                       8 Months 

                                 8 Months 2017                    Actual 
     Actual  Budget    2016 
Receipts - Pledges          $201,413    $201,875    $186,651  
Plate Collections     9,795         9,585    14,257   
   Total Cash Received  211,208     211,460    200,908  
Disbursements           (197,067)   (213,998)  (166,679)
            $14,141   ($2,538)    $34,229  
 

Net Positive Variance YTD 2017    $16,679  
     
Please contribute to our Capital Campaign. 
Consider a bequest to OCC in your estate planning. 
        
Questions, please contact:      
Dick Dieffenbach, Treasurer 

 

 



 
 

Thrivent Financial  

A Christian Based Organization 
 

Thrivent offers much more than financial 
services. As an organization of Christians, they 
view money not as a goal - but as a tool to 
strengthen your family, your church and your 
community. 
 
World’s Most Ethical Company 2012-2017 
(ratings only started in 2012) 
No. 318 on Fortune 500 list. 
A++ Superior Rating. 
2016 $203.9 million donated to charitable 
organizations - churches, schools, communities.  
Built nearly 1000 homes for Habitat For 
Humanity (their largest sponsor). 
2016 11.3 million volunteer hours. 
 
Thrivent's Principals to Live By: 

• Spend less than you make. 
• Be wise with debt. 
• Protect yourself against setbacks. 
• Have a short and long term plan. 
• GIVE BACK!! 

 
Thrivent provides a unique way of thinking to 
create community outreach for Christian 
organizations that need exposure, new members 
and renewed financial strength - to name just a 
few. OCC Council believes these strategies will 
help us be stronger and better as a result of 
Thrivent's (and John's) initiatives. 
 

 
Free Educational Seminars: 

 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12TH:  
Social Security: Strategize to Maximize 
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26TH:  
Retire Wisely: Tax Saving Strategies 

 

The sign-up sheets for these seminars are in 
Fellowship Hall.  If you plan to attend, please 
sign the sheets.  John Murray needs to know how 
many people will be in attendance. 
 
 

 

Have you visited OCC’s 

“Little Library 

There’s a beautiful wooden cabinet in the  
southeast corner of Fellowship Hall containing  
a terrific assortment of inspirational books.   
They’re free to borrow – or even to keep,  
if you like!  We just ask that you consider 
leaving an appropriate book behind every  
once in a while.  It’s a simple “take a book,  
give a book” honor system.   
    Please use this free resource to enrich  
         your own spiritual nourishment. 

 
 

 

Upcoming Event – 
Save the Date! 

Fall Potluck Dinner 
Thursday, November 2 

@ 6:30 
Fellowship Hall 

Look for the sign-up sheet soon to be posted. 
 
 

That’s Life! 
 

1. Once villagers decided to pray for rain.  
On the day of prayer, all the people 
gathered, but only one boy came with an 
umbrella.  That’s FAITH. 

2. When you throw a baby in the air, she 
laughs because she knows you will catch 
her.  That’s TRUST. 

3. Every night we go to bed without any 
assurance of being alive the next morning, 
but still we set the alarm to wake up.  
That’s HOPE. 

4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite 
of zero knowledge of the future.  That’s 
CONFIDENCE. 

5. We see the world suffering, but still we 
get married.  That’s LOVE.   

6. On an old man’s shirt was written a cute 
sentence: “I am not 72 years old, I am 
still 16 with 56 years’ experience.”   
That’s ATTITUDE. 

 
Until you make peace with who you are,  
you’ll never be content with what you  
have.  

 
 

 
 

 



  Youth Ministry Happenings 
 

All activities are for grades 6-12 unless otherwise noted. 
 

Pilgrim Fellowship (“PF”) 

The Youth Room is the spot for snax, devotions, zany 
games, and thought-provoking discussions. Why not 
bring a friend?!? 
Oct. 4 & 18  •  Nov. 1 & 15  •  Dec. 6 & 20 
 
Sunday MP3 schedule 

“MP3” stands for “Ministry: Praise, Prayer, & 
Proclamation!” We’ll have some humor, a song or two, 
and the quote of the day—and we’ll explore a biblical 
passage and how it relates to our everyday lives.  
 Oct. 1 � MP3, 10:00 in the Youth Rm. 
 Oct. 8 � MP3, 10:00 in the Youth Rm. 
 Oct. 15 � Sing at North Shore! ☺ 
 Oct. 22 � MP3, 10:00 in the Youth Rm. 
 Oct. 29 � Sing at OCC! ☺  
 
What’s this about singing? 

OCC 6th-12th graders are encouraged to be at North 
Shore Congregational Church in Fox Point by 9:30 on 
October 15. We’ll be singing a few camp songs there, 
along with their youth. Then, on the 29th, we’ll flip 
things around, with North Shore’s youth joining us at 
OCC (9:30 arrival) to sing during worship! 
 
New! “Real Talk” 

It’s just for Cedarburg High School students. In fact, it 
was their idea! ☺ Since Thursday is “late start” day for 
CHS, we’ll meet at Fiddlehead’s once or twice a month 
on Thursday morning, 7:15-8:00, for some “real talk” 
about everyday life, faith, and decisions.  
Oct. 12 & 26  •  Nov. 9  •  Dec. 14 
 
Confirmation Class: Oct. 15 

Our next gathering will be on Sunday, October 15, 
4:30-6:00 in the Youth Room. Don’t forget to bring 
your folder (we’ll have handouts for you to put in it!), 
and the recording of your interview with a non-
Christian.  
 
Seeking college addresses 

If someone you love is in college this fall, please share 
his/her name, mailing address, email, and phone 
number to either Rob or Kay right away. We hope to 
keep in touch with our collegians, providing 
encouragement and support during the academic 
year.  
 

 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

Hurricane relief 
As of this writing, we don’t know the full extent of 
Hurricane Maria’s devastating effects. But we do know the 
devastation caused by Harvey and Irma. October 1 will be 
the final Sunday that the Plexiglas donation box will be out 
for Harvey and Irma relief. Make your check payable to 
NACCC, and write either “Harvey” or “Irma” (or simply 
“hurricanes” if you want your donation to be split).  

 
Treats for Eats: Oct. 29 

At OCC, we do both food and outreach really well! So you’ll 
want to mark your calendar for Sunday, October 29. Here’s 
the scoop: Coffee Hour that day will be a dessert potluck—
similar to what we’ve done in the past with soups and 
appetizers. You can prepare and donate a dessert, OR you 
can just show up and indulge your sweet tooth! A donation 
box will be on hand, and all free will contributions will go to 
UNICEF. So, the proceeds from our “treats” will help 
provide nutritious “eats” for hungry children around the 
globe. If you would be willing to bring a “treat,” please 
write your name on the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall. 

 
Did you know...  
...that our Women’s Fellowship will be preparing a meal (for 
over 100!!!) on Oct. 6? A few of them will then be 
delivering and serving at Hephatha Lutheran Church in 
Milwaukee, on behalf of the MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary. And a few of our youth group will help serve, as 
there’s no school for Cedarburg that day.  
 

Hope House food pantry 
The carpool leaves OCC at 9:20 sharp, returning about 
12:40. We sort, stack, stock, shelve, and serve as “personal 
shoppers” in the food pantry. Upcoming dates: Oct. 21, 
Nov. 18, and Dec. 16. Contact Rob to reserve your spot! 
 

Family Sharing: 4th Monday 

We gather at Family Sharing about 5:15. By 5:30, we’ve 
received our instructions, and we’re diving into work 
projects! We wrap up at 7:00. Upcoming dates: Oct. 23, 
and Nov. 27. Contact Rob well in advance to sign up. 

 
Book sorting: Oct. 30 

Youth and adults are welcome! Rob can pick up youth right 
from school. We’re on site at Next Door ~3:30-5:30. After a 
Kopp’s stop for dinner, we’re back in Cedarburg about 7:00. 
Contact Rob to reserve your spot! 
 

Benevolence Box update 
Please continue to bring in plastic Sendik’s bags, paper 
handle bags, and empty laundry jugs. These no-cost items 
are very valuable at Hope House and Family Sharing. 
Special thanks to Gordy Gray, who recently “enhanced” the 
Benevolence Box. Don’t know what this means? Take a 
look! 
 


