
       

                                                                                                                                                                                

September Events 
 

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING  
Saturday,  

September 10  
@ 3:00 

 

 
 

 

FALL SCHEDULE BEGINS 
Sunday, September 11 

8:30 and 10:00  
Worship 

Sunday School @ 10:00 

 
 

 
Annual Church Picnic & 

New Member Sunday 
 September 18 @ 11:00 

 

 

An Old Song and a New Song 

There’s an old song from one of our classic 
American musicals that goes like this:  “Getting to 
know you, getting to know all about you – getting to 
like you, getting to hope you like me.”   That 
accurately sums up, at least for me, our 1st nine 
weeks together.  This getting acquainted takes time, 
and in reality I/we will never know “all about” one 
another – that takes years and years.  It has been a 

joy and a blessing for us to come into your midst and feel the warmth and the 
openness and the ways you have received us. 
 
As I mentioned in the sermon on Sunday, (Aug. 14th) life is a series of events that 
involves three stages.  Change – the inevitable movement of life’s forces; 
transition – the process by which we must deal with those inevitable changes; and 
transformation – the new shape that occurs after transition, toward which change 
is aimed. 
 
Right now OCC is in the transition time.  God has brought us together for a 
season to navigate this transition time together in order to lay the groundwork for 
the transformational leader who will come when the time is right.  So this 
transitional time gives us the opportunity to think about what has been and also 
to think and dream about what will be. 
 
Neither OCC nor I have ever done an Intentional Interim so we are learning 
together.  Historically, the way churches operate is that when a pastor leaves, the 
church forms a search committee whose responsibility it becomes to find a new 
pastor as soon as possible.  Statistically and experientially that has not always 
worked so well because churches have not adequately utilized the transition time 
to reflect, grieve, pray, dream, share, pray, prioritize and then begin to look for 
the person God has been preparing to come and be the new pastor. 
 
Prior to coming here, I have received training in being an Intentional Interim 
Minister and coupled with almost 40 years of pastoral experience, I’m excited to 
see what God wants to do with us and this relationship.  This is a process and I 
covet your prayers, your patience, your understanding and your willingness to 
participate in the process. 
 
You/we are already a different church than we were even 1 year ago.  And this 
transitional time becomes sort of like learning a new song 
and then being willing to sing that new song. 
 
I look forward to continuing “getting to know you,” and I 
look forward to God’s unfolding plan for the congregation, 
and I am blessed to be learning this new song with you. 
 
I’ll look forward to seeing you in church on Sunday. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Joel                      



 
 
 

Children’s Play Structure 
 

As noted in previous newsletters, part of OCC’s 
strategy to make our church more attractive to families with 
young children, is the creation of a play structure.  With the 
creation of our enlarged and improved parking lot, the 
original wood structure was removed.  This structure served 
its purpose, but with its demise, came the opportunity to 
create a new, safety-compliant play area. 

One of the last things that Jim McKenzie asked me 
to make sure the church did, was to get the play structure 
installed.  Jim did most of the research and selected a 
supplier he felt provided the best product.  Leona Knoblach-
Nelson, chair of the Christian Education Board and Lori 
Read, chair of the Facilities Board, picked up the ball after 
Jim’s retirement.  After much consideration of different 
plans, one was presented to and approved by the Church 
Council at our June meeting.   The new structure was 
delivered, in boxes, August 17.  In order to save $800, 
some assembly will be required under the supervision of a 
foreman provided by the supplier.   

The features included in the structure target 
children of ages 5-12.  The equipment is backed by a 
number of certifications attesting to its quality, 
environmental friendliness 
and safety.  It will provide a 
safe and fun place for the 
young children of OCC to play 
for many years to come and 
also makes the statement that 
OCC welcomes families with 
young children. 

 

Dan Dedrick, Moderator 

Thank You, Dear OCC Friends 
             Hard to believe that the summer is drawing to a 

close.  Already a couple months have passed since we said 
our goodbyes yet thoughts of my loving OCC family are 
with me daily.  During the six months we spent together 
earlier this year, you welcomed me into your worship, into 
your lives and into your hearts.  Your many gestures of 
kindness have touched me deeply and I am most 
appreciative.  Thank you, dear OCC 
friends. 
             Know that you all are in my 
prayers as you journey into God’s future 
plans for you with Joel’s gentle and 
insightful guidance.  Be open to the 
unknown, creative in your thinking and 
planning, patient in your waiting and, 
above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
  

Our hope is in Christ alone, Pastor Barb Jordan 

 

 
 

Believe it or not, it's 
almost time for Joyous 
Journey Sunday School 
to start. Mark your 
calendars for Sunday, 
September 11, for a 
fantastically fun kick-off 
to another great year of 
learning.  

 

We want YOU for a 

Sunday or TWO! 
Please consider helping in Sunday 

School!  Sign up in Fellowship 

Hall or talk to David Knapp. 

dubzknapp7@gmail.com  
 

*Don't forget that a new Child 
Annual Enrollment/Consent Form 
must be completed for each child in 
the Nursery and all Sunday school 
classes by the end of September. 
The forms are on the Tony Browne 
Desk in the church sanctuary, or in 
Fellowship Hall.   

 

$  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $  $ 
 

We are on target for 2016, thanks to 
those who are sustaining (and 
increasing) their pledge payments.  
The key to 2017’s budget will be new 
pledging members – please help OCC 
reach out to new members! 
 

Dick Dieffenbach, 
Treasurer 
 

 

“Politicians are people who, when they 

see the light at the end of the tunnel, go 

out and buy some more tunnel” 

 
 



WOMEN’S 

FELLOWSHIP 
Thursday, September 
15th is the annual planning 
meeting for Women’s 
Fellowship at the home of 
Mimi Mead at about 10:15 
AM.  Bring ideas for our 

monthly meetings, sign up for your contribution 
to a pot luck lunch and just come and enjoy 
each other.  A signup sheet for what you plan to 
bring for lunch and for carpooling will be in 
Fellowship Hall.  We hope to see you!!! 
 

BOARD OF MEMBERSHIP 

AND EVENTS: 
Save the date and join us for  

Fun, Friendship and Fellowship! 
September 10th (Rain date September 24th):  
Annual OCC golf outing/dinner at Meekwon 
Golf Course.   Tee off begins at 3 PM.  The 
format is a 9-hole scramble.  Prizes will be 
awarded.  Golfing is open to all church 
members/families and guests 13                   
years and older. You need not be a                
good golfer to participate! And if you            
don’t wish to golf but would still like to 
participate, plan to join us for dinner at The 19th 

Tee (Meekwon Golf Course in-house restaurant) 
at 6 PM.  Cost is $28 for golf with cart (payable 
on the event day at the course) and $10 for 
dinner (payable to OCC upon sign-up).  Sign-up 
sheet for golf and dinner will be posted in 
Fellowship Hall through Sunday, September 4th 
or contact Denyl Hewes or Mary Scherer.  

 

                 The OCC choir will  
begin rehearsing on Wednesday, 

Sept. 7th at 7:00 pm and will sing for the 
first time this season on September 11th. 

We would love to have a few new members!!   
Could that be something you’ve always wanted 
to do?  We are a great group who have much fun 
rehearsing and then adding to the beauty of the 
OCC service.  Many members have other 
commitments at times and have to miss 
rehearsals or Sundays.  That doesn’t matter; and 
there is no punishment such as a cut in pay, 
since there is no pay.  Please consider adding 
choir to your list of church contributions and join 
us!!! 

 Sunday, Sept. 18 … Invite a Friend 

… There’s Going to be a Picnic!! 

 

“BRING A 

FRIEND” 

PICNIC 
Fun, Food, 

Fellowship … 
 these are all things 
that will happen at 
our Annual OCC 

Picnic on Sunday, September 18, immediately 
following the church service.  Bring your family, 
bring your friends – to experience the fellowship 
of our wonderful church family. 
 

Enjoy … 

 
BBQ pulled pork, grilled hot dogs, and favorite 

side dishes and desserts from our congregation – 
 

Games for the children - 

 

Music – 

 
Sign up in Fellowship Hall – and indicate how 

many will be coming, and if you will bring a side 
dish or dessert. 

 

Everyone 
welcome –  
even if not 

bringing a side. 
 

 

 

Plus – 
 

This Sunday, September 
18, is also New Member 
Sunday, and a celebration 
of the first OCC Worship 
Service held on this date 
in 1983 at the American 
Legion Hall in Grafton, WI.  

 
 
 



 
 Youth Ministry Happenings 

 

TIME TO KICK OFF A BRAND NEW  

YOUTH MINISTRY YEAR! 

Labor Day weekend marks the conclusion of the 
summer season at OCC, and the new program year 
begins as we enter autumn! Chill-n-Chat and PF both 
resume on Wednesday, September 7. MP3 is back on 
Sunday, September 11. Here are all the details: 
 

Chill-n-Chat locations 
Casual conversation + trivia! 
Wednesdays, 3:00-4:30 (grades 6-12) 
Sept. 7 Chocolate Factory 
Sept. 14 Sal’s Pizza 
Sept. 21 Out-n-Out 
Sept. 28 Fiddlehead’s 
 

Pilgrim Fellowship meetings 
Snax, devotions, discussions, & games!  
Two Wednesdays per month, 7:00-8:30 in Fellowship 
Hall (grades 6-12) 
• September 7 & 21 
• October 5 & 19 
• November 2 & 16 
• December 7 & 21 
 

Sunday MP3 program 
Interactive, youthful Bible study 
Sundays, 10:00-11:00 in Fellowship Hall (grades 6-12) 
In September, MP3 will meet on September 11 & 18. 
We won’t have MP3 on September 25 as Joel is away, 
so Rob is preaching.  
 
COLLEGE ADDRESSES:  

WHERE ARE YOU GOING TO BE? 

The church office is asking for updated addresses—
both postal and email—for all our college students. It’s 
the only way we can keep in touch with our collegians, 
send them the church newsletter, and keep them 
posted on a few special events. So, whether someone 
you love is a freshman or a returning upperclassman, 
please send snail-mail and email addresses to 
office@occhurch.org. 
 

ANNUAL CONSENT/ENROLLMENT FORMS NEEDED 

At the beginning of each school year, we ask for a 
fresh “Annual Enrollment/Consent Form” for each 
student involved in any of our children’s or youth 
activities. It’s only a one-page form, and it’s very 
straightforward. But it’s very important legally, and in 
terms of safety. Forms for 2016-2017 are hanging 
from the Youth Ministries bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall, and are also available on the church’s Facebook 
page and website (occhurch.org). Please be sure to 
turn in your completed forms by September 30 at the 
absolute latest. Thanks, in advance, for your 
cooperation with this! 
 

�utreach �pportunities  
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Contact Rob at 
rcf474@gmail.com or 414-688-8991. 

 

BOOK SORTING IS BACK! 

For the fall season, we’ll visit Next Door on the second 
Monday of the month. Rob can pick kids up right from 
school. We’ll aim to be at Next Door by 3:30, where 
we’ll clean, sort, and shelve donated books until about 
5:15. After a Kopp’s stop for dinner, we’ll get kids 
home about 7:00. Contact Rob to reserve one of the 
four available seats in his car! 
 
BENEVOLENCE BOX UPDATE 

Many thanks to everyone who donated school supplies 
in recent weeks. All those items will help kids in need, 
mainly right here in Ozaukee County. While our school 
supplies drive has now ended, there are other items 
that are always needed: 
 • Toiletries/personal care items         
        (hotel sizes are great!) 
 • Red plastic Sendik’s bags 
 • The new heavier-duty Walgreen’s bags 
 • Paper handle bags from any store 
 • Empty plastic laundry detergent jugs 
 
CAN YOU HELP AT HOPE HOUSE? 

OCC volunteers help out in the food pantry at Hope 
House on the third Saturday morning of each month. 
The time is now to sign up for September 17, October 
15, November 19, or December 17. Please contact 
Rob! 
 
FAMILY SHARING NIGHTS 

OCC volunteers help out at Family Sharing on the 
fourth Monday evening of the month, 5:30-7:00. 
Advance sign up is important, as the Family Sharing 
staff have to plan projects based on our number of 
volunteers. So, if you can lend a hand on September 
26, October 24, or November 28, be sure to contact 
Rob!  
 
“TREATS FOR EATS” ON OCTOBER 23 

At OCC, we do both food and outreach really well! So 
you’ll want to mark your calendar for Sunday, October 
23. It’ll be our first ever “Treats for Eats” event! 
Here’s the scoop: Coffee Hour that day will be a 
dessert potluck—similar to what we’ve done in the 
past with soups and appetizers. You can prepare and 
donate a dessert, OR you can just show up and 
indulge your sweet tooth! A donation box will be on 
hand, and all free will contributions will go to UNICEF. 
So, the proceeds from our “treats” will help provide 
nutritious “eats” for hungry children around the globe!  
 

 


