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WHAT NEXT? 

Psalm 67 

Matthew 2:13-15 

 

 Have you noticed?  The glitz and glimmer of the Christmas season has passed.  What 

started many months ago, with those ever earlier holiday displays in stores and months of 

Christmas music on our local radio stations, all of that has finally come to an end.  Even the once 

ornamental Christmas tree is now history. 

 

 As some of you all may know, I moved from Jacksonville Beach, FL fourteen years ago.  

On this “cool” winter day, some may ask why.  Well, when God has a plan for you, there isn’t 

any room for geographical debate.   Every day I feel very blessed to call southeast Wisconsin my 

home.   

 

 But one of the differences I notice this time of the year, besides the weather, is how we 

dispose of our “used” Christmas trees.  Here in the Badger state, those once decorated 

centerpieces of our living rooms, are dismantled, dragged lifelessly out to the curb and ultimately 

disappear forever.  We have no idea what their future holds and, mostly likely, don’t give it 

much thought. 

 

 However, in the sunshine state, those pricey evergreens live on and serve an important 

purpose in the local environment.  Though brown and dried, those limp trees are gathered and 

hauled to the beaches around Florida by hundreds of enthusiastic Boy Scouts.  There the 

decaying trees are buried below mounds of sand.  They become a critical ecological component 

of beach retention and reclamation.  I’ve come to believe this process brings new meaning to the 

phrase “dust to dust” in our world. 

 

 Yes, the Christmas season has passed.  Returns have been made; new outfits washed and 

are ready to wear.  Fond memories have been created.  Expectations—some have been met and 

others—not so much.  New Year’s resolutions waffle through the air.  And the ultimate reminder 

that a new year has come---students and teachers alike will return to school this week knowing 

that the days of summer vacations are but a speck on the academic horizon. 

 

 I believe similar rings true for our lives here at Ozaukee Congregational Church as well.  

And in lots of different ways.  Soon all the holiday decorations will be stored away for another 

year.  Thoughts will turn to outings for our youth and, of course, the Christmas party next 

Saturday.   

 

 Friends, it was just a few days ago that we said our goodbyes for Rev. Jim McKenzie.  In 

his thirteen years of ministry here at OCC, we knew Jim as a preacher, as a counselor, and as a 

friend.  For many, Jim’s presence in our lives enriched our faith journeys and fostered a deeper 

relationship with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

 

 Mixed emotions fill us as we say farewell.  We are feeling blessed having had Jim as our 

leader.  His presence in our lives, individually and as a family of faith, has left a mark that will 

not so easily fade.  There even might be a few of us that feel a little angry and let down.  Maybe 
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we wonder why Jim had to leave now when things were going so well.  Whatever the feelings, it 

is what it is.   

 

 Friends, in talking with Jim recently, I know that he did not arrive at this decision easily.  

It took lots of prayer and then some more prayer.  Speaking directly, I know this that whatever 

influenced Jim’s decision to say goodbye to this beloved church home is none of our business.  

That is between God and Jim.  We need to be reminded that it took great courage and 

unwavering trust in God on Jim’s part to take such a huge step at this point in his life.  I admire 

Jim for stepping out in faith.  Our job now is to pray that Jim keeps an open heart and open mind 

as he seeks God’s call upon his life. 

 

 Happy New Year!  It’s 2016!  Excitement and anticipation fill the air.  It is time to move 

on. It’s time to turn toward the future and face 2016 head on.  Before our Pollyanna enthusiasm 

gets us too carried away, it is important to embrace the reality of 2016.  Friends, it is time to 

pause and ponder just as Mary, Jesus’ young mother did centuries ago.  As we peer into the 

uncertainty of a new year, one question seems to stare back at all of us—what next? 

 

 What next?  Turning to our New Testament lesson today, we can only imagine that might 

have been the same question that Joseph was wrestling with as we consider Matthew’s gospel 

this morning.  What next? 

 

 As we engage our text, we realize that Joseph had had a couple tough months of late.  

When we first encounter Joseph, a central character in the Jesus birth narrative, he had just 

learned that his future bride, the woman he was engaged to, was expecting a child and he was not 

the father.  Then, in a dream, Joseph is visited by an angel who told him not to be afraid.  Not be 

afraid?  Instead, Joseph is instructed to name the baby boy, Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins.   

 

 Now I don’t know about you, but this sounds like overload for Joseph, way too much 

going on.  Far too much information to absorb, let alone understand.  If this happened to a 21st 

century person, I think therapy would be definitely required.  Yet the story for Joseph continues. 

 

 Mary delivers her baby and Joseph names him Jesus.  Then out of nowhere, a bright star 

appears and hovers over the stable where they were.  Immediately followed by a group of 

shepherds who say they have come to find the baby who is wrapped in swaddling clothes.   

 

Wow!  Joseph’s head must have been spinning about now.  To top it all off, three 

uninvited strangers arrive, foreigners from a distant land.  Immediately they kneel and worship 

the babe in the manger.  Before they depart, these three wise men offer very generous gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh.  And then they are gone.   

 

 Don’t you just wonder what Joseph was thinking about this time in the story?  Maybe, 

like us here at OCC, he was asking, “what next, what next?”  And this is where we enter into 

Matthew’s text this morning and the story continues.  Let us listen again to God’s word to us. 
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13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 

there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 
14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’  

Matthew 2:13-15 

 

 Again, an angel of the Lord speaks to Joseph in a dream.  He brings clear and concise 

instructions on what Joseph is to do now.  Protect your family.  Get out of town.  All of you are 

in danger.  Then wait there.  I’ll let you know when the coast is clear and you can come home.   

 

Did you notice that the angel takes the time to explain why this plan of action is needed?  

“Joseph, King Herod is searching for you and wants to kill the baby and his mother.”  Poor 

Joseph, how quickly life had turned from a time of anticipation, joy and celebration to a time of 

fearing for his family’s safety.  Again, the haunting question surfaces for Joseph, what next, what 

next? 

 

 For many of us, Matthew’s words are familiar.  During our lifetime, we have heard them 

repeated over and over again.  The beautiful story of the birth of the Christ child.  The Old 

Testament prophet Isaiah foretells of this babe in manger by calling him, Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 

 

 No matter how many times this passage is read, the predominate theme that radiates out 

to us is obedience.  Obedience.  Joseph is called to be obedient and he is.  He listens and does not 

question the angel.  Without hesitation, he follows God’s instructions to the T.  Joseph 

understands what he is told to do and he does it.  One could call this blind obedience for it truly 

is.  Joseph is obedient. 

 

 If you want to talk about obedience, consider Mary, the human mother of Jesus.  Her 

obedience, well that’s for another day. 

 

 Some of you may remember Dr. John Kenneth Galbraith, noted Harvard professor of 

economics.  As a public servant, Dr. Galbraith served as U.S. Ambassador to India and advisor 

to many presidents over the years as well as being a noted author.  He died in 2006 at the age of 

97. 

 

 In his autobiography, A Life in Our Times, Dr. Galbraith illustrates the obedience and 

devotion of Emily Gloria Wilson, his family’s housekeeper.  He writes, 

 

It had been a wearying day and I asked Emily to hold all telephone calls while I had a 

nap.  Shortly thereafter the phone rang; Lyndon Johnson was calling from the White 

House.  “Get me Ken Galbraith.  This is Lyndon Johnson.” 
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“He is sleeping, Mr. President, and he said not to disturb him” Emily replied.  “Well, 

wake him up.  I want to talk to him” Johnson shouted.  In her firm voice, Emily 

responded, “No, Mr. President.  I work for him, not you.” 

 

When I called the President back, Galbraith writes, he could scarcely control his 

pleasure.  “Tell that woman I want her here in the White House to work for me.”        
 

       Published by Houghton Mifflin, Reader’s Digest, December 1981 

 

 Obedience.  Here are a couple questions to consider.  Do we, each one of us sitting here 

this morning, exhibit obedience to God as Joseph did?  When God calls, do we listen?  Are we 

willing to be obedient to God’s direction in our lives?  Think about it!  Joseph responded with 

wisdom and maturity.  He was not afraid.  Joseph trusted the angel of the Lord.  He was 

obedient.   

 

When faced with unknowns in either our personal or professional lives or even, our 

church life, do we ask and then listen for God’s guidance?  Can we be patient?  Are we willing to 

follow God’s will and His direction for our lives?  Or do we believe that we know what is best 

and charge forward?   

 

Friends, maybe it’s time for us follow Joseph’s lead?  What do you think?  Maybe it’s 

time for us to be obedient to this loving God who has blessed us with the saving gift of the Christ 

child in the manger?  Can we embrace the teaching of scripture, “be still and know that I am 

God.”  (Psalm 46:10) 

 

 Looking out at the months ahead for Ozaukee Congregational Church, many of us are 

asking, what next?  Our list of 2016 questions seems endless: 

 

� Who will be our new senior pastor? 

� How are our ministries going to grow and change with new leadership? 

� Will there be enough money to continue our ministries of outreach and for our youth? 

� Will visitors continue to worship with us and join our congregation here at OCC? 

� How do I want to grow my faith and serve in the mission field this coming year? 

� How will all these changes affect my family and me? 

 

Friends, these are all valid questions.  And I am sure there are many more questions out 

there.  So, what next?  True, life is uncertain. Yes, 2016 is going to be a challenging year on 

many fronts.  Here at OCC, there will be good days filled with excitement and anticipation.  And 

there will be difficult days filled with tough decisions and anxiousness.  Whatever happens, we 

need to be obedient followers of Christ. 

 

 Friends, the writer of Matthew is offering us great hope in the person of Joseph.  He was 

a man who had faced tremendous challenges and did not falter.  Joseph, the obedient one.  

Joseph listened. Joseph was faithful and responded obediently.  He didn’t know what was going 

to happen next but he trusted God and he obeyed.   
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 Like Joseph, when faced with doubts and worries, we Christians are called to be obedient 

to God for He loves us dearly.  In the birth of the Christ child, God came and dwelt among us.  

Christ came because God cares for us and desires only the best for us. 

 

 Uncertain as it might be, the “OCC glass” is NOT half empty.  No, absolutely not!  

Through God’s love and our obedience, we will see the “glass” of our Christian lives here at 

OCC filled to overflowing in the coming days and weeks.  So when we are tempted to ask “what 

next” may our 2016 prayer be, “Gracious God, make me, make us, all of us, more obedient in all 

things.”  Amen. 

 


