
THE CALL OF GOD 

Has God called you and me?  Is God calling us right now?  If God is calling us, what are 

we being called to? 

One of my friends likes to differentiate between a calling and The Call.  All of us have 

a calling, if we’re listening.  That calling helps shape our lives and possibly our work.  Some 

are called to teach, some are called to work in advertisement, some are called to repair cars, 

some are called to listen to other people, some are called to clean buildings or homes, some 

are called to wait tables, some are called to start businesses - the possibilities of a calling are 

almost endless.  All of us here have a calling.  More importantly and running deeper, and 

infusing all that we are and all that we do is The Call. 

The Call may drive and inform our specific calling.  The Call empowers and energizes 

all of life.  The Call is the Call of God to be people of Good News.  Lord knows, there’s 

enough bad news in the world and we hear and see too much of that every day. 

So what Good News does Jesus brings to our bad news world?  “The right time has come 

- the kingdom of God is near.”  In all actuality, Jesus himself is the Good News – Jesus is the 

physical manifestation of God’s love for all of us - all humanity -that’s the Good News. 

Christ is the good news of truth - he shows us the truth of what God is really like. 

Christ is the good news of hope - he brings hope to a helpless and hopeless world. 

Christ is the good news of peace - we are all haunted by both sin and goodness - 

through Christ and in Christ, over time the light shines brighter in us and the darkness 

dissipates. 

Christ is the good news of God’s promise – many people see God as primitive and 

demanding - if we don’t measure up, we’re gonna get it - Jesus shows us a God who is more 

ready to give than we are to ask. 

Christ is the good news of immortality – We all know people whose approach to life is 

“Life sucks and then you die.”  No – we’re going to live forever - we are on the way to life - 

not death. 

Jesus is our Good News and he calls us to do two more things. 

 Turn away from your sins -  the old word we hear and use sometimes is repent – 

literally meaning change your mind.  Along the road of life it’s easy for us to become a bit 

confused about our sinful natures.  So we can be sorry for the consequences of our sin but not 

really be sorry for the sin in us. That’s why repentance deals with changing the ways we think 

about our sinfulness. That’s the first thing Jesus invites us to do.             Karl Menninger 

The second thing is to believe - believe the Good News. Take Christ at his word, 

believe that God’s the kind of God that Jesus tells us about and shows us, that God loves all 

of us so much, that God will make whatever sacrifice necessary to bring us home, to believe 

that what sounds too good to be true really is true. 

And now Jesus calls these four fishermen according to Mark’s gospel:  

Simon and Andrew and James and John.  

The call to them is an invitation, “Come with me.”  Elsewhere Jesus invitation is “Follow 

me.” 

They were ordinary people who ended up becoming extraordinary because they heard 

him call and they followed. May you and I do likewise. 


